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We are an Ark school 

We are proud to be part of the Ark 
family – a network of over 30 high-
achieving schools across Birmingham, 
Hastings, London and Portsmouth. 
Each of us has our own unique 
character and ethos but we all 
share the same mission – to ensure 
that every child, regardless of their 
background, has the opportunity to go 
to a good university or into the career 
of their choice.
 
A strong focus on teaching and 
learning has seen Ark get some of 
the best results in the country – at 
primary, GCSE and A level – but 
we are about more than just exam 
results. We want our young people 
to develop far beyond the classroom 
which is why we offer a range of 
exciting extra-curricular activities. 
Highlights include network-wide 
sports events, performing for packed 
crowds at our annual Music Gala and 
Shakespeare’s Schools Festival, taking 
part in work experience with some 
of the UK’s biggest companies and 
summer schools at top universities.



Dear students and parents, 

I’m delighted to welcome you to Ark Putney Academy 
Sixth Form. We are a fully inclusive academy committed 
to helping every student achieve their potential and go 
on to university or into a career of their choice. Year after 
year, many of our students continue on to either Oxbridge 
or Russell Group universities. We are proud of the support 
that we can offer in helping students to get to these 
universities.

At Ark Putney Academy Sixth Form all students are 
individuals and are treated that way. We make sure 
that each student is on the right path for them, and is 
supported in that chosen path. 

Of course, we want all our students to strive for excellence 
in lessons. But we also encourage you to make a positive 
contribution to your community – not just within the 
sixth form but the school as a whole and in the wider local 
area. We believe this will help you to lead a happy and 
productive adult life. 

We focus on: 

The right pathway for all. Making sure that 
every student is studying subjects that are right for them 
and that they are getting the support they need to prepare 
for higher education, apprenticeships or the workplace. 

Community. As well as being a member of the sixth 
form community, students are an important part of the 
wider Ark Putney Academy community acting as role 
models and mentors for younger students. Students also 
contribute to the wider area we live in through various 
community projects. 

High expectations. Every student will achieve 
the success they are capable of and every student will be 
courteous and respectful at all times. 

We welcome all students who are ready to work hard and 
get involved in all aspects of sixth form life. I look forward 
to meeting you. 

Laura Brimacombe, Head of Sixth Form

from the Head of Sixth Form
Welcome
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Finding the 
right pathway
We offer a wide range of subjects and ways to study. 
Students can choose to study any of the following: 

• Four A levels + EPQ (Extended Project 
Qualification)  

• Four A levels + DoE (Duke of Edinburgh Award)  

• Three A levels  

• BTEC (Extended Diploma – equivalent to three 
A levels) + One AS level  

• BTEC (Extended Diploma – equivalent to three 
A levels) + retake GCSE English and/or maths  

See all of the subjects that we offer at arkputney.org

If you are not sure which pathway is right for you, 
come and see us and we can support you in your 
decision. 
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Succeeding beyond 
the classroom
We believe in developing students beyond the classroom – that’s 
why we offer many opportunities alongside the formal curriculum. 
Students can use these opportunities to work towards their Ark 
Enrichment Award. 

We encourage students to give back to the school and wider 
community. You can become a prefect, join one of our school 
committees, support inter-house competitions and take part in 
paired reading and tutoring for younger students. 

All our students also take part in Ark network events, such as the 
Ark Music Gala at the Barbican, the annual Shakespeare Schools 
Festival, and other events such as debating competitions. 

Some of the activities you can get involved with are: 

• African drumming 

• Animation & games design

• Catering 

• Chess 

• Debating 

• First aid

• History 

• Mathematics 

• Music groups 

• Poetry 

• Sailing 

• Sports 

• United Nations Club 

The Sixth Form Society is 
considered one of the best in 
London, with a history of very 
high calibre speakers visiting our 
school. In recent years we have 
welcomed figures such as Ken 
Livingstone, Peter Tatchell and 
John Sweeney amongst many 
others. This year we welcome 
a broad range of speakers from 
industries as diverse as, film 
production, literature, art, 
politics, law, medicine, charitable 
foundations, PR, science as well 
as a range of university lecturers 
coming to speak on their subjects. 
The benefits of this programme 
are enormous. Our students gain 
insights into industries and areas 
of thought that may be directly 
relevant to their futures and 
improve their awareness of current 
affairs, business and critical 
thinking. Our speakers provide 
a rich mine of information and 
perspectives that form a unique 
part of the sixth form experience 
at Ark Putney Academy.
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Our facilities
We are coming to the end of a £30 million 
project to refurbish our whole school building. 
We finally have an inspiring learning 
environment that the whole school community 
can be proud of and a brand new dedicated 
sixth form area separate from the rest of 
the school including a common room, a 
library, computer labs and specific sixth form 
classrooms. This unique space will give the 
space needed to develop as young adults. 

Our indoor facilities include a new four-court 
sports hall, where students can enjoy games 
from football to badminton, as well as an 
activity studio for dance, boxing and 
other aerobic activities. We also 
have a new art facility on our 
top floor, with stunning 
views across London. 

“I think that 
something special 

we’ve got at APA is a 
really caring and kind 

community.”

Edward Davison, Assistant 
Head of Sixth Form
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We believe that all of our students have the potential to go onto 
university or into a career of their choice. To achieve this we 
offer support and guidance to suit every student. 

Work experience 

Every year 12 student takes part in work experience. We offer 
unique opportunities to gain experience and advice from a 
huge range of companies and industries. Below are just a few 
examples of where our students have worked: 

• Barclays 

• Bouygues

• Buckingham Palace 

• GlaxoSmithKline

• Goldman Sachs 

• International management 
consultants 

• KPMG 

• Local primary schools 

• Solicitors firms 

University preparation 

For students looking to go to university we have a range of 
programmes that provide support and advice on the journey to 
university. 

Support can be anything from helping you to make your 
choices, to helping to write personal statements and going on 
university visits. Some of our 6th formers participate in the 
Danson Foundation Oxbridge mentoring scheme, where they 

meet current students from Oxford and Cambridge to gain 
advice and an insight into university life. We are also part 
of the Teach First Futures programme which gives students 
access to; mentoring, residential university courses (including 
Oxford, Cambridge & Southampton), and competitive course 
support. 

We work closely with Ark to develop strong relationships with 
universities and our students have access to Ark’s University 
and Careers Success Programme. 

Financial support 

Students can apply for a number of bursaries and scholarships 
to support them whilst at sixth form, and as they move on to 
university. 

During sixth form students can apply for a Vulnerable Bursary 
(up to £1200) or a Discretionary Bursary (approx. £50 per term). 

To help pay for university students can apply for a range of 
bursaries from £3,000 for the first year, to scholarships worth 
£40,000. In the past few years, 26 of our students have been 
awarded bursaries.

More information and application forms will be available at the 
start of term. 

University and career success
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Our students  
We are extremely proud of all of our students and what they achieve. Every year we have 
the great privilege of celebrating the results of two years hard work and helping students 
prepare for the next step in their journey.

Here are just a few of our students who received their A level results in 2015:

Michael achieved an A* in Maths and As in Chemistry and Physics. 
Michael is going to the University of Manchester to study Materials 
Science and Engineering.

Hayley achieved an A* in 
History and As in Sociology 
and English Literature. She 
is going to the University of 

Manchester to study Politics 
and Modern History and wants 

to become a lawyer. Hayley was 
awarded a bursary for all three years of 
her course.

“When I first saw my results I actually 
cried. My Mum was crying when I told 
her. I didn’t think that A* was within 
my reach. All the hard work has paid 
off and it’s definitely worth it, I can’t 
believe it.

“The teachers have been so supportive – 
for example my English teacher helped 
me write my university application, 
helped me get work experience in 
a law firm and stayed behind after 
school to mentor me on anything I was 
struggling with. I’m so, so grateful for 
their help.

“If I’d gone to a college or a bigger 
sixth form, I really don’t think I 
would have been able to get the 
individual support I had at Ark 
Putney – and that’s so vital to 
getting the grades you need.”
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Maan achieved As in English Literature and a B in 
Economics. He is going to the University of Oxford to 
study History and Politics. Maan was awarded a bursary 
for all three years of his course. 

Maan was inspired to apply to Oxford after talking to a former 
Ark Putney student who is now studying medicine at Cambridge;

“I wanted to be a novelist and so I was planning to go straight into 
work, get a job and write in my free time. When I talked to Sara 
about her experiences, she told me that when she was growing up, 
she had never imagined that she’d go to Cambridge. That made me 
realise that Oxford could be an option for me, that it was possible.

“The teachers at Ark Putney have been really supportive 
all the way through my application. They set up mock 
interviews with Oxford and Cambridge alumni so I could 
practice answering the kind of questions I’d be asked.”

After Oxford, Maan hopes to either join the Civil Service, train as 
a barrister or go into journalism, “In the long-term, I would like to 
go back to Iraq and use the skills I’ve learned to help the country in 
whatever way I can.”

Harry achieved straight As in English Literature, 
History and Sociology. He is going to the University 
of Cambridge to study History. Harry was awarded a 
bursary for his first year at university.
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Achieving our goals
We use six key principles in everything we do:

1. High expectations 
We believe that every student is capable 
of excellence. We set aspirational 
targets according to students’ GCSE 
results. In the sixth form, we expect a 
100% pass rate in all A level courses. 

2. Exemplary behaviour 
We foster a culture of respect and 
value each individual member of our 
community. We maintain a rigorous 
behaviour and attendance policy. 

3. Excellent teaching 
Excellent schools are built on excellent 
teaching. We make sure that our staff 
have time every week for training and 
development which is personalised to 
the needs of the individual. 

4. Depth before breadth 
We believe that students should have a 
deep understanding of the subjects they 
study. That’s why all A level teachers 
are highly qualified in their subjects. 

We expect all lessons to be challenging, 
engaging and effective. 

5. More time for learning 
We want students to take part in all 
aspects of academy life – so, we make 
every minute of life in the sixth form 
count. Every week students take part 
in our PHSE programme, exploring 
a range of issues from money to 
relationships to cyber safety. 

6. Knowing every child 
Every sixth form student has a personal 
progress mentor to help you achieve 
your full potential. We are a caring 
community where there is always 
someone to talk through any issues or 
problems including a counselling team 
of pastoral support workers. 

We also have an experienced Special 
Educational Needs Team, who can step 
in to support any students who are 
having difficulties. 
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Applying 
for a place at Ark Putney 
Sixth Form

To get a place at Ark Putney Sixth Form, 
you’ll need to meet the following criteria: 

• For A level and level 3 courses you’ll 
need 5A*-C passes at GCSE, preferably 
including English and Maths, and 
including a B or merit in the subject you 
want to study  

• If you’ve never studied the subject you 
want to study, we’ll look at your English 
and Maths grades 

If you are interested in joining our sixth form, 
please go online and register your interest 
with us at arkputney.org 
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If you’d like to know more about  
Ark Putney Sixth Form Academy, 
please get in touch. 

We’d love to hear from you.

Get in touch
Telephone: 020 8788 3421
Email: info@arkputneyacademy.org
Web: arkputney.org

Pay us a visit
Ark Putney Academy
Pullman Gardens
London SW15 3DG

“At APA, you’re 
not just another 

name or number – 
you’re an individual.” 

Kourtney, a former student now 
studying animation at the 
University of Huddersfield


