
M
es

sa
ge

 fr

om Ms Downey

Ark Putney Academy Newsletter - 23/08/2016 Edition 2

Dear All,

I would like to take this opportunity to share with you 
a remarkable act of kindness displayed by one of your 
pupils, which I witnessed when driving through Putney 
High Street on Thursday 15th September at around 
4-4.30pm.

I drive my daughter from Portsmouth up to Sylvia 
Young Theatre School each week and whilst going 
through Putney High Street, I observed a middle-aged 
lady who appeared to have significant needs, including 
that of poor mobility, dropped her crutches as she 
attempted to use an ATM machine and hold on to her 
bag of shopping.  

One of your very smartly dressed lads, of about 11-13 
years of age, instantly stepped in to assist without 
hesitation. He lifted her crutches off the ground, passed 
them back to her and appeared to ask if she was ok.  The 
lady was somewhat startled by what had happened and 
was really struggling to manage - I could see a great 
sense of relief on her face when your pupil helped her.

Obviously not being from the area I had no idea which 
school this young man attends. However, we saw the 
distinctive blazer and matching rucksack and set to 
track the school down!  

You don’t see this sort of act of kindness amongst 
many children and teenagers these days and I just 
thought it would make lovely feedback for the school 
(I am a teacher myself) and hopefully to get this pupil 
recognised.

Wishing you all a lovely day filled with further acts of 
kindness,

Best wishes

Stars 
of the 
Week

Pr
in

ce Tomni

D
om

inic Smart

Spotted at 
APA

Ca
meron Goodchild

D
ue

jon Baker

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

This week we have received ANOTHER email 
from someone who has been taken aback 
by how conpassionately and kindly one of 
our students has conducted themselves in 
our local area. Well done to this student 
for always keeping our Six Pillars in mind 
and showing yourself to be an upstanding 
member of our community.

APA House Merchandise Shop
 Mugs - £6

Water bottles - £3
Pens - £1

Our APA branded merchandise is 
available to buy from Ms Downey’s 
office every day! Show support for your 
House with a mug or water bottle!
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What another amazing 
week! Shout out to 
7KBL who had the best 
attendance and had fun 
taking pictures with 
Elliot. Let’s make sure it’s 
another year 7 tutor group 
next week. 

Your tutors have been 
giving me your Summer 
Assignments to look at 
and I’m very impressed by 
not only the effort shown 
but also the talent we have 
in our cohort. I’ve seen 
some great spy cameras, 
thrilling storyboards 
and creative 3D models. 
Special mention to Alicia 
for the delicious cake!
 
Our student of the week 
this week is Dominic 
who took the task of 
covering his French book 
and created an absolute 
masterpiece – well done! 
Special mention also to 
Macauley for not only 
having the most positive 
points in year 7 but also 
in the whole school! 
Zaynab is close behind you 
though!

Extra-curricular clubs will 
be starting soon and I’m 
looking forward to seeing 
what you get up to outside 
of lessons. There are 
already a number of you 
attending choir, drama 
club and on the football 
team but don’t forget that 
I expect all of you to go to 
at least 2 clubs regularly 
each week.  

Have a great weekend, 
Miss Cameron

Big up to all those that 
supported our new year 
7’s in the dodgeball last 
week. Another great week 
for the majority of you, 
62 students still maintain 
their 100% attendance this 
year and 66 have a perfect 
punctuality record. Star 
of the week this week goes 
to Prince Tomni who has 
amassed 27 positive points 
and has perfect punctuality 
and attendance, keep it up! 
Girls there are still a few of 
you that have not returned 
vaccination replies to Ms 
Borthwick, make sure 
you do this as a matter of 
urgency.

9NCO are smashing the 
attendance league and are 
at 98.1%- well done!
Congratulations to Mr 
Evans’ tutor with a 
whopping 491 positive 
points- what great 
teamwork!

TURING HOUSE NEWS
Our new House charity is 
called Regnerate RISE
Regenerate-RISE’s 
mission is to eradicate 
isolation across the 
UK.  RISE is currently 
in West Wandsworth, 
Ealing, Nottingham and 
Sheffield and is looking 
forward to reaching the 
isolated elderly in other 
cities across the UK.  They 
provide a combination 
of services which include 
lunches, outings, activities, 
pastoral and practical 
support, outreach, hospital 
and home visiting.  They 
believe in celebrating life, 
fulfilling dreams, forming 
friendships and giving 
older people a reason to 
live.

We can support 
Regenerate Rise and help 
them achieve some of their 
dreams! 
Shopping trip to Asda
Trip to the coast
To sketch in the park
To go to the cinema
Go to patchwork classes
Group trip to the Theatre

Please find me to discuss 
any ideas you may have for 
House events!

Have a great weekend!

I am really impressed 
by the improvement in 
punctuality this week 
but there is still room for 
improvement. 
Also, well done for 
everyone coming into 
school in the right 
uniform, it makes such a 
difference to your learning 
attitude.

I have had really positive 
reports from loads of 
teachers this week praising 
your mature attitude and 
hard work in lessons, Keep 
it up!

We are the eldest on the 
playground at line-up and 
you need to remember 
that. As the week went on 
the behaviour definitely 
improved but it is not 
perfect and there is still a 
possibility that we could 
be lining up at break and 
as its getting colder, no 
one wants that.

Finally, at the end of the 
day can I urge you to go 
home. I know you love 
being in school but you 
need to concentrate on a 
creating a routine where 
you go home, do some 
homework, have some 
dinner rest and get lots of 
sleep. 

Get some rest this 
weekend Year 10 and I 
look forward to seeing you 
on Monday,

The best is yet to come!

Miss McMillan 

Year 7 - Miss 
Cameron

Year 8 - Miss 
Bingham

Year 9 - Ms 
Harvey

Year 10 - Miss 
McMillan
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over 130 players and even more students came 
along to support! Coming up this term we have: 
skipathon, super teams, penalty shootout and 
creative writing! Which will you take part in?
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THE BIG UP BOX 

IS BACK

After a summer break and a 
makeover the Big Up Box is back! 
For those of you who don’t know, 
the Big Up Box is a place where we 
can write compliments about each 
other and thank teachers, students 
and any other members of the Ark 
Putney community for kind deeds 
that they might have done for us 
throughout the week. The best ones 
get printed in the newsletter and if 
you see your name you can come 
and get a prize from Miss Rowe in 
UG10.

First day of school memories
As many of you will know, next week we are holding open mornings 
for prospective new year 7s for next September and their families. This 
will be agreat opportunity to show what a great community we have 
here at APA. With this in mind we asked some of our staff to think 
back to their memories of secondary school.

Do you remember your 
first day of secondary 
school?
Yes – the building was a 
wreck and it smelt terrible 
but I was randomly 
introduced to four nice 
lads in who remain my 
best friends today.

What is your most lasting 
memory of secondary 
school? 
A feeling of independence 
– that it was my 
responsibility to complete 
work and homework and 
that my success depended 
on this.

What is your favourite 
thing about Ark Putney?
Our fantastic building, 
such a far cry from what 
I had at school! And our 
students who are generally 
in a very happy mood.
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Do you remember your 
first day of secondary 
school?
My form tutor having a 
right go at some of the 
“characters” in my form – 
namely Matt Jeffreys and 
Matt Cho.

What is your most lasting 
memory of secondary 
school? 
Competing with 
classmates to see who got 
the highest result in a test.

What is your favourite 
thing about Ark Putney?
The staff. Everyone is so 
enthusiastic and friendly, 
even if you’re having a 
down day the atmosphere 
here really picks you up.

Do you remember your 
first day of secondary 
school?
Yes, the weirdest feeling 
was going from being top 
dog in primary back to 
being right at the bottom 
again in secondary. I 
remember being in awe of 
the older years.

What is your most lasting 
memory of Secondary 
School? 
Getting to be with my best 
friends all day every day, 
no one appreciates how 
great that is until you get 
older!

What is your favourite 
thing about Ark Putney?
Every day is different. Its 
a great community and 
you feel like everyone 
looks after everyone else, 
I’ve never once felt lonely 
here... Also the building 
is fab!
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“Thank you to all the students 
who have held doors open for me 
and offered to carry books for 
me. You’re an awesome bunch, 
your kindness has been much 
appreciated!” Mr Evans

Kicking off the new and improved 
Big Up Box is a special message 
from Mr Evans!

Can you guess who’s faces 
comprise our new member 
of staff? To give you a clue, 
you can find their pictures 
throughout this newsletter...
1. .............................

2. .............................

3..............................

4..............................

1.

2.

3.

4.


