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Dear all 

We can now announce that the 
overriding favourite new 
badge for the academy is the 
one below. Overall students 
and staff thought that this 
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best represented the academy 
and merged together the past 
with the future. The elephant’s 
head represents the playground 
at the front of the school and 
the heritage of the founders of 
the school whilst  the shield 
mirrors the modernist approach 
to the new building with its 
fabulous new windows . There is 
also a design nod to the wavy 
roof which will be where our 
new art rooms will be situated.  
Moving forward the design 
team with now work on this 
prototype further, adding our 
school colours. When this is 
completed and we are all happy 
with the design we can begin to 
think about how we will slowly 
implement it across the academy 
alongside our current badge. 

Word of the Week

Charisma

a personal attractiveness or 
charm that enables you to 

influence others

Simon Cowell told her 
that she had charisma, but 
unfortunately she couldn’t 

sing.

His charisma on the pitch, plus 
his ability with the ball, were 

second to none. 

Thank you to those who came 
to the PTA year 7 & 8 Quiz 
Night! It was thoroughly 
enjoyed with some tricky 
rounds!
A special thank you to 
Sainsbury, Waitrose and 
Marks and Spencer for their 
donations.

Year 7 and 8 Social and Quiz Night
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A massive congratulations to the same 
four remaining students with 100% 
attendance: Robyn Smart, Dirie Hirsi, 
Shakira Brown and Alea Barham. I am 
also really pleased to see the list 
of 96%+ attendees growing: Anna-
Ruth, Troy, Lynn-Esther, Shai, Kenny, 
Eleesher, Jimena, Abu, Daisy, Eugenia, 
Jamal, Jordan, Isabelle, Saphyrra, 
Cameron, Simon, Rhys, Shaecaeden and 
Samantha. Also for the past two weeks, 
Miss Hughes’ tutor group has had the 
best attendance by a mile – last 
week’s being 95%. Overall we not quite 
at our target of 96% though, so for 
those of you trailing under, you need 
to make sure you come in every day 
possible, and ignore little sniffles 
or hurt limbs. 

Well done to Miss Hughes’ Science 
class for their Independence and 
Commitment shown in Science this week. 
Also great see Ethan, Dirie, Daisy, 
Yasmin and Lia putting such a great 
effort into their drama lessons as 
well!

Next week is the general election and 
although you are unable to vote this 
time, those of you who have already 
turned 13 this year will probably 
be eligible to vote in the next one. 
Keep an eye on what happens as you 
will find it will effect you and your 
family somehow. Big changes will often 
occur in taxes, welfare, education, 
University fees, and what should be 
seen as the most important: taking 
care of the environment. 

Finally it is assessment week next 
week so ensure you know what is 
involved, what you need to improve 
on from last time and that you rest 
enough to have a good calm head on. 

Go have a lovely weekend.  

To the wonderful Turing,
The exam season will well and truly 
kick off next week. You have worked 
so hard and put many, many hours of 
revision in (as I am sure my Media 
class will agree!) and this will all 
be reflected in the grades you attain 
on results day. 
Although it is easier said than done, 
you must not forget to be looking 
after your well-being at this time, 
and by this I mean:
Sleep Well: Ensuring that you get at 
least 8 hours of sleep per night.
Take Breaks: Whether it be getting up 
to make a cup of tea or going for a 
quick jog – it is important to have 
regular breaks to keep you alert and 
motivated. These breaks only need 
to be 10-15 minutes long, as that is 
enough time to refresh you by doing 
something different. 
Eating well: It is easy to stock up 
on crisps and chocolates for little 
bursts of energy but ensuring you are 
eating a well-balanced diet (beans 
on toast/porridge before AM exams) 
and fruit will certainly help! Do not 
forget: bring a bottle of water into 
the exam and keep yourself hydrated!
Treat time: Plan something like a day 
out or activity to do on the final 
day of your exam; reward yourself with 
something to look forward to!
Make the most of the long weekend,
Ms Harvey
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I am extremely pleased with 
the continued focus of year 
10 and the presentation in 
terms of uniform. Smart dress, 
smart minds! I want to write 
today about our pillar of ‘team 
work’. The best way to achieve 
your goals is by helping each 
other and understanding that 
as a year group we need to 
be there for each other and 
support each other through all 
the challenges we face and to 
achieve our best. By creating 
a really positive atmosphere 
in the year group where you 
are all enjoying your lessons, 
behaving well and contributing 
well it will inspire you all 
to achieve well. Think about 
a music band where there is a 
singer, two guitarists, a bass 
player and a drummer. All five 
playing in time to the beat and 
listening to each other will 
create great music. If just one 
person doesn’t play their part 
properly then the whole thing 
falls down, doesn’t sound great 
and ultimately fails. We need 
each other as a team in all 
our lessons and to ensure we 
support each other’s learning. 
That way we can all succeed 
together. Have a great weekend 
and enjoy the bank holiday.

I guess we’re all looking forward to the 
Easter weekend and the extra day off on 
Monday. The first Monday of May, is known 
as May Day. It is the time of year when 
warmer weather begins and flowers and 
trees start to blossom. It is said to be 
a time of love and romance. It is when 
people celebrate the coming of joy and 
hope after a long winter, particularly in 
days gone by.
May Day celebrations have their origin 
in the Roman Festival, which worshiped 
Flora the goddess of fruit and flowers, 
which marked their beginning of summer. 
It was held annually from April 28th to 
May 3rd. Today we still have a May Queen 
in many communities, which still celebrate 
her crowning. She is the human replica 
of Flora. There are also garlands and 
traditional May pole and Morris dancing. 
There are also Beltane dawn celebrations 
at Glastonbury Tor the ancient Druid 
festival to mark their beginning of 
summer.
May Day is also known as ‘International 
Workers Day’ or ‘Labor Day’. It is a 
celebration of Labourers and the working 
classes and is still held in many 
countries every year on May 1st. People 
in the past were encouraged to demonstrate 
energetically on this date, for the legal 
establishment of the eight-hour day and 
for the class demands of the proletariat 
and for universal peace.
Have a good weekend.



On Thursday 23rd April 6 Year 13 
students were given the opportunity 
to visit PA Consulting, in Victoria, 
to work on their employability skills 
through mock interviews, group 
activities and networking sessions. 
PA Consulting were really impressed 
with our students, saying, ‘the event 
was a real success. As a group of 
students, they were very impressive 
and all of the PA people involved 
were highly complementary of their 
attitude, professionalism and levels 
of engagement throughout. For the PA 
people to have enjoyed it as much 
as we did, it really shows how much 
the students put into the day- so a 
big thank you to them from us.’ Our 
students were also very satisfied with 
the experience. Here’s what they had 
to say:

“It was amazing, I learned so much 
and I feel informed. It was good to 
work as a team with everyone and 
to step out my comfort zone. It 
taught me a lot about myself and my 
characteristics as a person and how 
I work around people. I think the 
day went well as it flowed well, had 
very friendly people and everyone was 
accommodating and welcoming to us. 
The tasks and activities were also 
helpful.Brilliant day!”
Jevauntee

“I thoroughly enjoyed my time at 
PA Consulting. I found the mock 
interview that I had with Harriet 

really beneficial and it made me more 
aware of the strengths that I had and 
highlighted what my weaknesses were 
and noted how I could overcome them in 
a real interview. The group activity 
that then followed tested us at team 
work and how well we worked together, 
which again I think made me discover 
distinctive qualities I have when 
it comes to working in a team with 
people. Also, Caragh and James were 
very welcoming and friendly with us 
and made us feel at ease. The lunch 
was amazing too! 
(Sir, thank you for telling us about 
this opportunity, I’m so glad that I 
went.)”
Shannai 

“I think it was a wonderful experience 
for me, I really enjoyed yesterday. 
What I learned is how to improve 
myself. The feedback I was given after 
the mock interview was very beneficial 
to me as now I know which questions I 
need to develop my answers on, how to 
answer questions and which questions 
I can prepare before an interview 
and the different types of interview 
techniques such as 
body language, eye contact, speaking 
clearly and listening carefully by not 
interrupting. 
I have also learned more about myself, 
my strengths and weaknesses and how I 
can overcome them.”
Amtul

“It was a great help yesterday. No 
doubt! Yesterday it did build my 
confidence in group activities and 
helped me to give a better interview 
when applying for a job.
I was very nervous how to do a group 
interview, but from the experience 
gained yesterday I learned a lot 
of how to work and do the group 
interview.
Nice staff there with great help and 
advice. I gained a lot of advice from 
them after talking with the people at 
PA. Very good use of time.”
Danial

“The trip was really insightful. I was 

School Announcements
Year 13 visit to PA Consulting



School Announcements
This term we’ve been taking 
part in our tutor time :  

Session 
Outline

Purpose Student 
Expectations

A topical 
item will 
be selected 
from our 
global, 
national 
or local 
community 
and tutors 
will lead 
their groups 
in an age 
appropriate 
discussion.

Stimulate 
and 
formalise 
topical 
discussion.

Build 
confidence 
and Improve 
student 
oracy skills

students are 
expected to:
- Listen 
actively
- Use standard 
English and 
full sentences
- Take turns
- Think before 
you speak
- Respond 
by building 
on and/or 
challenging the 
views of others 
(use sentence 
stem support 
cards)
- Speak audibly

This week: The General Election... 
Who would you vote for?

Useful links:
Try this “Who should you vote 
for” quiz based on each party’s 
policies.
http://www.whoshouldyouvotefor.com/

able to speak to people who helped me 
improve my job skills.
I have been able to improve on my CV 
and learn how to conduct myself in an 
interview. I did learn a lot about 
myself on this trip and I believe it 
gave me a boost of confidence that I 
needed to apply for jobs. I am also 
glad we got to see the buildings and 
have more of an understanding in 
what PA consulting do. The one on 
one session for the interview in the 
morning was very helpful and the group 
activity was a nice ending to the 
day.”
Akwasi

On Tuesday, teachers and students 
got the fantastic opportunity to 
go and see the Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra play a selection of 
beautiful music written by Russian 
composers.  The venue was lovely, 
and it was wonderful to see 
something a bit different; and 
also to see a variety of students 
making the effort to expand their 
horizons!  Thanks to Mr Marshall 
for organising.

Musical Concert at Cadogan Hall



Sports Announcements
On Tuesday afterschool we held an 
interschool 7 a-side football match 
to mark the end of the Football 
season.  Two year 7 teams and one 
year 8 team took part in a round 
robin tournament at Dover House 
Road. In the first match the year 7 
‘green’ team beat the year 8 team 
3-1 with Josh Dowsing Reynolds 
bagging two fantastic goals. In the 
second match the year 8’s got some 
revenge by beating the year 7 ‘red’ 
team with two well taken goals by 
Rueben Brown. Rueben’s pace was a 
constant threat to the year 7 team, 
even after a hard tackle by Lewis 
Bridger that left both players 
walking a little funny.

In the last game the year 7 green 
team surged into the lead, again 
Josh Dowsing Reynolds was on the 
score sheet. Dirie Hirsie, who’s 
deadline day free transfer had gone 
through just in time for him to 
play for the year 7 team, kept the 
red team out with some fine saves. 
Eventually Jospeh Ifayomi pulled 
one back, but it was too late as 
the green team went on to take the 
victory and the tournament. Well 
done to the green team and their 
captain Aaron Ankumu who lead his 
troops magnificently. 

Man of the tournament has to go to 
Josh Dowsing Reynolds who finished 
with 4 goals and demonstrated some 
excellent and unselfish passing.

Interschool Football Match

On Tuesday evening the year 13 BTEC 
Sport students watched Fulham and 
Manchester United U21s at Craven 
Cottage. The game served to help 
our students as they complete 
one of their BTEC units on Sports 
Analysis. Tickets were only £3 and 
we were treated to a star studded 
line up including Robin Van Persie 
and Adnan Januzaj (the U21 teams 
are allowed to play three over 21 
players per game). As expected Van 
Persie was a cut above everyone 
else on the pitch and used the 
occasion to try some new tricks 
and flicks, much to the crowd’s 
delight. Manchester United seemed 
to have a much stronger line up and 
dominated the game from the start. 

Keep an eye out for the Fulham U21 
fixtures as it’s a great way to 
watch up and coming young players 
for only £1 for under 16’s.

Year 13 trip: Fulham U21’s 1 
Manchester Utd U21’s 4.



Get in touch!
Email:pta@arkputneyacademy.org

Twitter:@apapta

Peace of mind
Lots of parents are worried about 
how and when to introduce their 
child safely to smartphones and 
tablets. Ark Putney Academy and 
the PTA are working closely to 
introduce new technology that will 
protect those that need it. By 
installing a simple free app onto 
the device and creating an online 
account, you will have instant 
peace of mind that your child can 
use their phone the way that it is
intended - safely !
Get in touch with us or go to www.
mobileguardian.com for details.
For a limited time, the service is 
exclusively free for APA with the 
voucher code: ARK30250

Do You Shop Online?
If you shop online, you can help 
raise vital funds for the school 
by going to www.easyfundraising.
org All you need to do is create an 
account and use it just like you 
would use google. Easyfundraising 
notes where you are shopping and
sends a percentage of your total 
spend back to the nominated 
organisation such as Ark Putney 
Academy at no cost to you !

At what cost?
A new report by the Children’s 
Society called “At What Cost”, 
suggests that lots of
parents in the U.K struggle to pay 
for school uniform. The average 
annual cost of purchasing official 
school uniform is reported to be 
£159 per year including P.E kit.
The PTA would like to introduce a 
recycling scheme where uniform can 
be made available for purchase at 
affordable rates, but to do this we 
need your help!
We are now accepting donations of 
APA uniform via reception.
Please ensure that all donations 
are bagged for the attention of the 
PTA.

A big thank you !
The PTA would like to thank all 
of those involved in making both 
the sports hall open day and 
the year 7&8 social evening a 
huge success ! We are especially 
grateful to Marks & Spencers, 
Sainsburys and Waitrose
Putney stores who kindly donated 
the delicious chocolates which 
were given out as prizes at our 
quiz social evening.

Thank 
you!



THE CULTURE CORNER
Chanson de la semaine - Song of the 

week

Stromae – Carmen

La Palabra de la semana - Word of 
the week

We always need more student answers 
for 5,4,3,2,1! So get thinking and 
hand them in to your tutors or Miss 
Rowe in B15

Scan the QR code to watch the 
video!

5,4,3,2,1

5 people dead or 
alive that you would 
have at your dream 
dinner party: Galileo, 
Leonardo Da Vinci, 
the real “Pocahontas”, 

Jesus and Haruki Murakami

4 books or films that you’ll never 
forget: 
Divergent, The Fault in Our Stars, the 
Host, Colourless

3 courses you’d choose for your last 
meal:
Waffles
Peanut Butter Soup
Fajitas

This week answering 
5,4,3,2,1 we have 
Blehony Gnabroux from 
10ESI

This week’s topic: Celebrities in 
the public eye: Madonna’s Fall and 
Harrison’s crash

Livre de la semaine - Book of the week

A literary thriller that has sold almost 
a million copies in France and has 
knocked Dan Brown’s Inferno off the top 
of bestseller lists across Europe this 
summer, will be published in English in 
the UK and US next May.
The Truth About the Harry Quebert Affair 
is the second novel by 28-year-old Swiss 
author Joël Dicker. This literary thriller 
is a book within a book, the story of 
a 15-year-old New Hampshire girl who 
disappears and – 30 years later – a young 
American writer’s determination to clear 
his mentor’s name and find the inspiration 
for his next bestseller.
The novel’s protagonist is Marcus Goldman, 
a successful young author with writer’s 
block who travels to New Hampshire, US, to 
seek the advice of his former university 
professor Harry Quebert. Quebert, also 
a writer, is suddenly accused of having 
committed a murder 33 years ago. The 
novel won the Prix Goncourt des lycéens 
and Grand Prix du Roman de l’academie 
Francaise in 2012.

2 Locations in the world you’d love to 
visit: 
Space
The Ivory Coast

1 Day of your life you’ll never forget: 
The first time I flew in a plane.



Let’s get Quizzical

1. What country consumes the 
most energy in the world?
A) Russia
B) China
C) The United States
D) Canada

What country produces the most 
energy in the world?
A) Iraq
B) Saudi Arabia
C) The United States
D) Russia

3. What is the leading source 
of energy in the United States?
A) Coal
B) Oil
C) Nuclear power
D) Natural gas

4. Which of the following 
sources of energy is NOT renew-
able?
A) Petroleum
B) Hydropower
C) Biomass
D) Solar power

5. How much of the world’s wa-
ter is available for human use?
A) 97%
B) 23%
C) 3%
D) Less than 1%

6. About how long does it take 
a Styrofoam cup to decompose?
A) 10 years
B) 2 months
C) 400 years
D) 150 years

7. According to the Sierra 
Club, what is the most polluted 
city in the world?
A) Los Angeles, California
B) Linfen, China
B) New Dehli, India
D) Mexico City, Mexico

Earth Day 
Environment Quiz

“No one can make you feel 
inferior without your 
consent.”

“Everyone is a 
genius, but if you 
judge a fish by 
it’s ability to 
climb a tree, it 
will live its whole 
life believing it’s 
stupid.”

I was born to make 
mistakes, not to fake 
perfection.”

“When I do good I feel 
good, when I do bad 
I feel bad that’s my 
religion.”

“Change will not 
come if we wait for 
some other person or 
some other time. We 
are the ones we’ve 
been waiting for. We 
are the change that 
we seek.”

You said it!
Can you match these famous quotes to the 
people who said them?

Albert Einstein

Barack Obama

Abraham Lincoln

Eleanor Roosevelt

Drake


