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Dear Students 

It is only two weeks until the 
end of the term and our rewards 
assembly. This means that you 
only have 10 school days to 
impress your teachers and gain 
points. 

This section is 
for teachers 
and other staff 
to give praise 
to students who 
have gone above 
and beyond to be 
kind or helpful 
to others. Each 
student featured 
will receive 5 
house points.

The more points you gain the 
more likely it is that you are 
entered for our accumulator 
draw in the end of term 
assembly . This term we have 
four Kindle Fires to give away.  
Please ask your teachers each 
lesson if they have awarded 
you points for one of the 
following pillars:

Community

Commitment

Good effort

Enthusiasm

Independence 

Teamwork 

Huge 
congratulations 
to our 5 
Oxbridge 
candidates 
for getting 
interviews! They 
are: 
Michael 
Young, Baker 
SSebandeke, Maan 
Al-Yasiri, Harry 
Jenkins and 
Sumol Sarker. 
Well Done all 
of you for 
this excellent 
acheivement.

Well done to 
Boris Chachov 
and
Renni James in 
Year 9 for their 
enthusiasm in 
Science!_Miss 
Hughes

APA is having our first ever 
Christmas Fair!!

It will be held in the Assembly Hall at 
4:30pm -6:30pm before the Christmas 
Concert.

There will be:
-Arts and crafts stalls
-A pop up photo studio where you 
can buy your photo as a print.
- Games and competitions
-refreshments
-A raffle

If you would like to rent a stall contact 
Miss Borthwick at school or on 
k.borthwick@arkputneyacademy.org
Stall are £5 each to rent and you can 
keep your profits or donate them to 
the PTA to help support the school.

You can sell anything on the stalls 
whether it be food, arts&crafts, 
christmas cards, decorations or 
services such as nail or face painting!

The prizes for the raffle will be 
announced after the concert, they 
include a family ticket to chessington 
world of adventures, a mystery prize 
and also other prizes. Remember 
you’ve got to be in it to win it!

So come along and join us before the 
concert for mince pies mulled wine 
and much more!

SPECIAL 
CONGRATULATIONS
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Year 7
Congratulations on completing your second 
round of exams. It is great practice to 
get used to sitting in the hall in exam 
conditions and by the time you sit your 
final exams in year 11 (a very long way 
away!) you will feel very comfortable!
Do not forget to buy your tickets to the 
KS3 Winter Disco! It will be a great way 
to end your first full term here at APA. 
Please bring £1 in and buy your tickets 
from the Student Council- they will be 
coming around in tutor times selling the 
tickets.
Well done to Mr Evan’s tutor group who 
had the best school attendance last week! 
Please remember to set your alarm a little 
bit earlier if you find yourself on the 
late list. It is vital you are in tutor 
every morning and get to take part in 
tutor activities. Next week you will be 
decorating your tutor rooms ready for 
Christmas! There are prizes for the best 
tutor- let’s make sure we win! Speak to 
your tutor if you have any ideas.

Turing House
Dear Turing House,
I am very pleased to announce that Sabir 
Abdalla is the new Turing House Captain! 
He will be playing an important role in 
ensuring our House continues to thrive as 
well win the next House Cup!
Congratulations to the following students 
who have appeared on the positive points 
list more than twice this week!

GUMBLE, Reece
FORTES, Angelo
ROBB, Cameron
BAKER, Duejon
BAKER, Eleesher
MILLER, Amber
CHRISTIE-CLARKE, Elijah
ABDALLA, Sabir

Have an excellent weekend,
Ms Harvey

Congratulations to the following 
students for getting 100% attend-
ance:

SMART, Robyn
PIEDADE, Troy
LOTHIAN, Lia
KACOU, Lynn-Esther
HIRSI, Dirie
HASSAN, Jamal
HARDING, Jasmine
COYLE, Shania
BROWN, Shakira
BELATECHE, Nassim
BARHAM, Alea
AL-SAYED, Yazan
ALLEN, Shai

And well done to Dr Stanley’s tutor 
group for getting the best attend-
ance last week with 93%. This is 
great to see but we still need to 
see you all aiming towards that 95% 
attendance. I was also very pleased 
to see that once again this week 
there were very few of you in de-
tentions and that the majority of 
you behaved so well in your exams. 
We have had a short week, only four 
days, but stressful I know, due to 
all of your exams. I hope that you 
take this long weekend to relax 
and replenish your energy so that 
you can come back next Monday and 
be ready for an amazing final two 
weeks.   
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Congratulations to the following pupils 
for upholding our 6 pillars:
Teon Piedade for Good Effort in French                
Melissa Reid for Good Effort in French
James Gibbons for Team Work in Physical 
Education
Jasmine Harding for Commitment in English
Jenny Valdez for Good Effort in English 
Sky Ryan for Good Effort in English 
Jaydon Thompson-Gough for Good Effort in 
English
Aaron Ankumu for Good Effort in Art
Brandon Pope for Good Effort in Media 
Studies
Athit Choomsaeng for Independence in Drama

Dickens Charity Event    
The week beginning the 15th December is 
Charity Week and Dickens House will be 
raising money for MIND. The aim is to 
sell sweet and savoury Christmas snacks 
at break and lunch time so if you want to 
help then please see your House Captain 
Athit Choomsaeng for more information.

Remember to decorate your tutor rooms for 
a chance of winning the top prize! Class-
rooms will be judged on the 19th December 
so please start to bring in loads of tin-
sel and baubles to make your tutor room a 
winter wonderland!!

Year 10 exams start next week so remember 
to revise over the weekend and good luck!

Congratulations to the following pupils 
in Dickens House for achieving 100% 
attendance so far this year:

WALLEN, T’Leah
THOMPSON-GOUGH, 
Jaydon
POPE, Leo
POPE, Brandon
PIEDADE, Troy
PIEDADE, Teon
OSMAN, Abdikadir
OFORI ABOAGYE, 
Kathlyn

LAGDEN, Joseph
HOMSAP, Ramavadee
HARDING, Jasmine
GREENIDGE, Simeon
FRANCIS, Adam
COYLE, Shania
CHOOMSAENG, Athit
AHMED, Danyal
ABEBERESE, Ashia

 Monday was the first of December 
and it has been great to see the 
Christmas lights and decorations going 
up because it really is a wonderful 
time of year. There are only two 
school weeks left after this week and 
we will be having our Tutor group 
competition for the best decorations. 
I noticed the other day that somebody 
already has a Christmas tree up in 
their room, so there will be quite 
a challenge for first place in the 
Year group and across the school. 
There is a lovely feel to Christmas 
and  although the time is obviously 
very special, particularly to those 
of religious persuasion, it would be 
great if some of the good will existed 
all year round. 

“So remember while December brings the 
only Christmas day, In the year let 
there be Christmas in the things you 
do and say.”
-- Anonymous

A reminder that the chess competition 
is looming, so please see me or Maia 
Drummond, our House Captain, or your 
form Tutor if you are interested in 
playing for your House. There should 
be plenty of good players around, 
because I see people playing every 
morning in B29 before Tutor group.
Please don’t forget to bring in a tin 
of dog food for Ms Fennell’s Romanian 
appeal, everyone should be aware of 
this now after her moving assembly 
this week. Give generously!!
Have a good long weekend.

D. Glyn Year 9/ Brunel.



APA Christmas Fair
Date: 11.12.14

Time: 4:30pm - 6:30pm
Venue: Assembly Hall

-Arts & Craft Stalls

-Pop up photo Studio

-Indoor rowing challenge

-refreshments

-Baking by the KS3 
cookery club

-Raffle with great prizes including a Family Ticket 
to Chessington World of Adventures!

Stalls at the Fair are £5 each to rent, you can keep the profits or donate them 
to the PTA. For more information or to book a stall contact Miss Borthwick 

in her room or on k.borthwock@arkputneyacaemy.org

Come Before the school concer
t!



Abandoned and Starving 
Romanian Dogs need your 

help!

Feed these desperate dogs by donating 
a tin of dog food to B34 by Wednesday 

10th December!!

3 SCHOOL 
DAYS TO GO!!!

3 DAY COUNTDOWN!!!

Monday 8th Dec - Bark Monday
Tuesday 9th Dec

Wednesday 10th Dec - Woof Wednesday



WINNER
CONGRATULATIONS TO THEO PULIT IN 8RST!

APA CHRISTMAS CARD DESIGN 2014



Week 7
Where does rice come from?

As many of you know Miss Roe is currently travelling in South East Asia, she has 
written to us to let us know some of the things she has been doing that she thought the 
students at APA would be interested in!

Miss Roe’s Travel Blog

I have spent a week doing a 
tour of Northern Vietnam, an 
area where rice is grown in 
paddy fields using a fairly 
traditional method on the 
hillsides and mountains. 
The fields are in staggered 
terraces, making their way up 
the mountains as this allows 
the farmers to have flat land 
that they can farm. Streams 
and water are channelled 
around the fields and can fill 
the fields and then be drained 
off when the field no longer 

needs to be flooded. This 
means that the farmers do not 
have to get water up hill to 
their fields when they need to 
water their crops.

To plant the crops the field 
is flooded. This softens the 
soil so that the rice seeds 
can be planted by hand or by 
a machine pulled by a buffalo 
through the field. The water 
also stops other weeds growing 
in the fields so reduces the 

need for weed killers. When 
the rice has begun to grow the 
field is drained. The rice 
plant looks fairly similar to 
corn grown in our country with 
the rice grains on the head 
of each plant. There are at 
least 4 different varieties of 
rice grown in the fields here, 
giving each field a slightly 
different colour. 



When the rice is ready to be 
harvested, it is collected 
up in bunches and tied 
together. This means it can 
be easily transported from 
the fields for the next stage 
of the process. It is often 
transported on a moped or in a 
cart towed by a buffalo. 

Next the rice grains are 
removed from the rest of the 
plant, this is done by hand. 
You can see the ladies all 
working together to remove the 
rice grains from the plant. 

Once the rice grains are 
removed they need to have the 
husks taken off the outside of 
the grain. To do this the rice 
is taken to a machine which is 

used to separate the grains 
from the husks. It is poured 
into the machine, where there 
are two fast spinning wheels. 
The pressure of the grains 
falling on to the high speed 
wheel damages the husk meaning 
it will fall off. The rice 
then moves down into the tube 
and comes out into the basket 
at the end. This stops the 
rice from spraying everywhere. 
This process is repeated until 
all the husks are removed 
from the outside of the rices 
grain. 

What is left is a soft green 
coloured grain which tastes 
slightly sweet and can be 
eaten uncooked like this.
The rices grains are then 
dried in large trays in the 
air/sunlight so that they 
can be dried before being 
transported and sold. The 
rice will be packaged and 
then sold. So next time you 
have rice for dinner this is 
the process that could have 
delivered the rice from the 
field to your table!



THE CULTURE CORNER
La chanson de la semaine  
- The song of the week

Word of the week: 
Juxtaposition
Definition: the fact of two things 
being seen or placed close together 
with contrasting effect.
“the juxtaposition of these two 
images”
synonyms: comparison, contrast

I don’t think I can go on 
anymore,
It’s getting worse every day,
Why can’t they stop it’s unfair
Will anyone do anything to help?

They take all my stuff,
And they never give it back,
I get told off for never having 
the things I need,
How will I go on.

They say rude things about me,
I can’t say anything back,
Or they will beat me up more,
If they stop I could stop 
putting make up on.

If I face up to these bullies,
Will I be happy or sad…?

Juanes - La camisa 
negra

La pelicula de la 
semana - The film 

of the week

La palabra de la semana - Word of the week
backpackmochila sac à dos

Use the word in your French or Spanish lesson to get 
reward points!

Poem of the Week
This week written by Emilia 

Washington
Bullying

This animated release 
follows the story of 
Daniel Alexander, a 
dolphin whose dreams 

The Dolphin: Story 
of a Dreamer 

El delfín: La his-
toria de un soñador

σακκίδιο

• Make sure you use the privacy 
settings.
• Always respect others – be 
careful what you say online.

and aspirations go far beyond the aquatic world he lives 
in. Courageous and brave, Daniel leaves the confines of 
his pod and embarks on a fun adventure with his friends, 
learning important lessons about happiness and self-
confidence along the way

• Be careful what pictures or videos you upload. Once 
a picture is shared online it
cannot be taken back.
• Only add people you know and trust - do not share 
your personal information with strangers.
• Treat your password like your toothbrush – keep it 
to yourself and change it regularly
• Block the bully – learn how to block or report 
someone who is behaving badly.
• Do not retaliate or reply to offending e-mails, 
text messages or online conversations.
• Save the evidence. Always keep a copy of offending 
e-mails, text messages or a screen grab of online 
conversations and pass to a parent, a carer or a 
teacher.
• Make sure you tell an adult you trust, for example, 
a parent, a carer, a teacher, or the anti-bullying 
co-ordinator or call a helpline like Childline on 
0800 1111 in confidence.
• Most social media services and other sites have 
a button you can click on to report bullying. Doing 
this can prevent a bully from targeting you and 
others in the future. Many services take bullying 
seriously and will either warn the individual or 
eliminate his or her account.

Cyber bullying advice 
- Be cyber savvy!

Read of the Week
‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles 

Dickens
Chosen by The English 

Department

‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles 
Dickens - A wonderful moral tale 
that will remind you of the real 
meaning of Christmas. Dickens use 
of description is truly magical. 
It is a magnificent ghost story 
that will keep you counting down 
the days until Christmas. The 
novel reminds us all that we need 
to look after each other and live 
up to the meaning of Christmas 
everyday not just once a year. 
Read it - you will love it!



Don’t forget if you would like to see 
your school mascot in the newsletter and 
receive 5 house points tweet us a picture 
to @ARKPutney.

If you don’t have twitter you can also 
bring the picture to school on a USB stick 
and give it to your tutor.

@ARKPutney

LAST WEEK’S 
DINGBATS ANSWERS
1. Full of beans
2. Round the 
corner
3. Dr. Dolittle
4. Pit stop

This week our school mascots, Barney 
and Bella, who belong to Mr Glyn are 
supporting to appeal to help the Romanian 
dogs in crisis.
They’ve donated some of their food to help 
their friends in Romania, maybe if any of 
you have dogs at home they’d like to help 
too! Please bring your tins to Room B34 by 
the 10th December!

1. 2.

3.

4.

Dingbats

GREENVY BADwolf

READING
B1L1U1E
M1O1O1N

5.

VETEGALBES

Apa Christmas Fair & Concert

We are currently looking for people who would 
like to take part in the Christmas Fair on 11th 
December. If you can bake, sew, knit, photo-
graph, draw, paint, style hair, do nails, make 
jewellery or simply want to help, we would love 
to hear from you.

We still want your old school uniform !

Do you have any old APA school uniform lying 
around that no longer fits?
We are accepting donations via school recep-
tion and our aim is to provide uniform at knock 
down prices at various APA events coming 
soon!
Please ensure that all donations are clean, in 
good condition and bagged for the attention of 
the PTA.

Thank you !

Next PTA meeting

The next PTA meeting is due to take place 
on Monday 1st December at 6 p.m in the 
school library.

For further updates please follow us on 
twitter! 

@apapta



11th December 2014

APA PTA Christmas FairFrom 4:30pm

And at 6:30pm

APA Carol Concert



School Announcements
Sports

Wandsworth schools’ Under 16s basket-
ball competition

APA 22 v Ashcroft 38

This week saw some movement in the top 10 
rankings. A new entry at no. 10 is Amari, 
who had a strong display in his group this 
week, winning 2 out of his 3 games. Ahead 
of him is Sacha, who bounced back follow-
ing a bad couple of weeks where an injury 
hampered his progress. Sacha dominated his 
group, winning all three games as he de-
servedly takes his place back in the top 
10. 

Further up the field, Daniel Dario contin-
ued his climb up the league, rising to 8. 
Likewise the ever present Kiera more than 
justified his top 10 position by oblit-
erating this week’s opponents to climb 
into the top 5. Near the top we saw the 
first significant change as Joseph Ifayomi 
defeated Tyler to rise to 3 in the rank-
ings. Although it is very tight at the 
top as Tyler almost handed Louie his first 
defeat, but Louie fought back to take the 
match in the end. 

Bubbling away outside the top 10 we have 
Mark D, Luca and Joshua. All three have 
the quality to challenge any one of the 
top 10 and we look forward to seeing them 
playing some of the top players in the 
next couple of weeks. 

As always Louie and Amiya lead the stand-
ings as they continue to battle it out at 
the top – congratulations to them as they 
continue to dominate like Messi and Ron-
aldo.

We had some new entrants to the club this 
week – well played Lewis, Aaron, Toffee 
and Jordan. Hope to see you again next 
week.

Next week Louie and Amiya will be paired 
with the might of year 8 – Kenny, Shae and 
Andrew. In the 2nd group will be: Joseph, 
Tyler, Alhassan and Kiera. Group 3: Isaac, 
Daniel, Sacha and Amari. Group 4: Mark, 
Josh, Luca and Manni. 

Basketball Result            

1. Louie
2. Amiya
3. Joseph
4. Tyler
5. Kiera

6. Alhassan
7. Isaac
8. Daniel
9. Sacha
10. Amari

On the bubble: Mark, Luca & Joshua

The final results for the year 7 in-
ter-tutor final are as follows:

7MEV 7KTO 7KYR 7CPA PTS
7MEV 1v1 0v0 2v0* 5
7KTO 1v1 4v1 3v0 7
7KYR 0v0 1v4 1v1 2

7CPA 0v2* 0v3 1v1 1

year 7 inter-tutor football

The year 7 inter tutor competition 
came to a close this week with the 
outspoken and controversial manage-
rial combo of Ms Torres and Mr. A 
walking away with the cup. No one can 
deny they were the overall winners but 
they were very lucky to face a weak-
ened Topalidou team in the last week. 
Disheartened and knowing that they 
were not in the top half of the group, 
the Topalidou team didn’t put up the 
same fight as they had the week before 
against Mr. Evans team. Torres and Mr. 
A’s (aka the self-appointed Special 
One) team ran out a comfortable 4-1 
win to secure the title.

Mr Evans tutor were very unfortunate 
to walk away with only 2nd place over-
all. In the first week they completely 
dominated Ms Torres’ team with 75% 
possession and 10 shots on goal to Ms 
Torres 3. Ms Torres team scored a very 
lucky last minute equaliser on the 
counter attack. 

Fortunately, some justice has been 
served, as Mr Evans team were awarded 
the fair play trophy by the panel of 
international journalists in attend-
ance. The player of the tournament was 
also from their team – well done Amiya 
Williams! 

Unlucky to Ms Patrick and Ms Topa-
lidou’s teams. Maybe football just 
isn’t your game? Better luck in other 
sports ;)

Table Tennis Report

* Won by default



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Sport Cont.

Yr7&8 Basketball
Sports Hall

1:15pm-1:45pm

Inter-tutor Football
Sports Hall

1:15pm-1:45pm

Table Tennis club
Sports Hall

1:15pm-1:45pm

KS4 football
Sports Hall

1:15pm-1:45pm

KS3 football
Sports Hall

1:15pm-1:45pm

Afterschool Clubs
Year 7&8 boys 

football
Putney Heath

3.30pm – 4.30pm

Year 9 boys 
football

DHR
3.30pm – 4.30pm

Cricket club
Sports hall

3.30pm – 4.30pm

Trampolining
Sports hall

3.10pm – 4.00pm

Basketball
yr9 and above
Sports hall

3.30pm – 4.30pm

Fitness training
yr9 and above
Sports hall

3.30pm – 4.30pm

Yr7/8 girls Netball
Sports hall

3.30pm – 4.30pm

KS3 Rugby
Putney Heath

3.30pm – 4.30pm

ARK Putney Academy
PE Extra-Curricular Activities - Autumn Term 2014

Monday 1st December - Year 8 football v Chestnut Grove
Friday 12th December - Ark Basketball Competition @ Evelyn Grace Academy

Upcoming Fixtures

Cricket
ARK Putney Academy is affiliated to Surrey County Cricket Club through 

the Cricket Activators programme

Coaching sessions take place on 
Wednesdays in the sports hall from 3.30-4.30pm



A reminder to all students that if 
you arrive late to school you need to 
sign in with Ms Williams or Mrs Scul-
ly.  All year 7-9 students report to 
Ms Williams on the top floor, room AD15 
and all year 10 – 13 students report 
to Mrs Scully also on the top floor, in 
room AD16.
 
If you are ill and not attending 
school, that morning your parent or 
carer must call school and speak to Ms 
Williams or Mrs Scully before 8:30am.  
For all year 7 – 9 students please 
call Ms Williams on our school number 
and extension 227 or for all year 10 – 
13 students call Mrs Scully on exten-
sion 190.   Or you can select line 1 
and choice the following 1 for Ms Wil-
liams and 2 for Mrs Scully.
 
Please do not call reception or leave 
messages because these are unclear and 
the receptionist cannot log lateness 
or sickness on the system. 

Absence and Lateness

If you want to use Open Space, all you 
have to do is ask your teacher for 
permission and go to the Wellbeing 
and Support Office on the ground floor 
of B Block. We know this might not be 
easy for you to do, for so many rea-
sons, but please know all staff here 
at school want to support you wherever 
possible.

The support and wellbeing team, Cate, 
Esther and Ms Collins are pleased to 
to offer all students drop in sessions 
(called Open Space) to use if you are 
feeling low, worried, stressed, anx-
ious or have complicated stuff going 
on.

Open Space Times:
Mondays Period 3
Tuesdays Period 1
Thursdays Period 5

Open Space

If you have any questions about Open 
Space, feel free to drop in and ask Ms 
Collins.






