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Students of the week

Whilst on duty in B29 I have been 
amazed to see so many students 
playing chess during their 
lunchtime. Last Friday I took 
a snapshot of the speed chess 
competition taking place in Mr 
Marshall’s room. Chess is such 
a skilful game as it involves 
thinking in a really strategic 
way and outwitting your opponent. 
The history of chess spans some 
1500 years. The game originated in 
northern India in the 6th century 
AD and spread to Persia. When the 
Arabs conquered Persia, chess was 
taken up by the Muslim world and 
subsequently spread to Southern 
Europe.  With all the commitment 
and effort shown by students we 
should put in a brave performance 
at the Ark Chess Tournament next 
Month. Finally congratulations 
to Guilhem in Year 9 who became 
Junior Chess Champion for the 
South of England, hopefully he 
will be in our chess team!
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Entering the Classroom
1. You arrive on time.

2. You line up quietly outside 

3. You go into class and sit down.

4. You take your diary and 
equipment out.

5. You write the title and date in 
your books and underline them.

6. You follow the teacher’s 
instructions.
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unavailable
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Year 7,

Huge congratulations to Sinead 
Brown for winning the Lend Lease 
health and safety competition!
Congratulations to Kiera Richards 
and Poppy Nagle were awarded joint 
runners up!

I am so pleased that many of you 
are contributing positively to 
academy life- demonstrating our 
pillars both in lesson time as 
well as taking part in the exciting 
extra-curricular opportunities. 

Well done to those year 7 students 
who attended the Sky trip last 
week. I was so impressed with how 
you conducted yourselves on public 
transport and around the impressive 
Sky studios. 

A continued congratulations to those 
students with 100% attendance: 
Robyn Smart; Troy Piedade; Lynn-
Esther Kacou; Dirie Hirsi; Jasmine 
Harding; Shania Coyle; Shakira Brown; 
Alea Barham and those above 96%: 
Anna-Ruth Stephens; Jamal Hassan; 
Eleesher Baker; Shai Allen; Saphyrra 
Dje; Daniaal Akram; Jordan Ruby; 
Shaecaeden Clarke; Samantha Rowe; 
Daisy Fieldhouse-Still; Jimena Arias; 
Simon Allen; Amber Miller; Isabelle 
Barton-Young; Lauren Cook; Kenny Tovar 
Sanchez; Abubaker Tighrini. Two of you 
dropped off the list and one has risen 
up. Attendance was poor last week so 
I hope those falling below this mark 
push themselves to rise above 95%. 
Remember: 90% attendance means half 
a day off each week and nearly a year 
off in your entire school career. 

Congratulations as well to the 
following Year 8s for the achievement 
points you have accrued this week. 
There were not as many as last week 
so the following are in a special 
category:
- Lynn-Esther and Jordan for their 
Commitment, and Bethany and Jeiel for 
their Good Effort, Science
It was also great to see so many of 
you getting points for Enthusiasm in 
PE this week, most notably: Jasmine 
Hardin, Alea Barham and Lauren Cook

Well done to the Year 8s who competed 
in the athletics competition last 
week, especially Alea Barham who came 
second in her event. 

I hope you all have a great weekend.   

The great Turing House,
Congratulations to the following 
students who have been awarded 
positive points this week! 
Year 7- Deacon Jenkins 
Year 8- Lauren Cook
Year 9- Jordan Omadoye
Year 10- Arbana Gashi  
Year 11- Mitchell Wakeford- thank 
you for helping put out the Turing 
display board in your own time!

Have a great weekend,
Ms Harvey   
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Congratulations to the following pupils, 
in Dickens House, for achieving 100% 
attendance so far this year.
POPE, Leo
POPE, Brandon
PIEDADE, Troy
PIEDADE, Teon
OFORI ABOAGYE, Kathlyn

Congratulations to the following pupils for 
upholding the 6 pillars this week:
Athit Chooomsaeng for Community in English
Shayithiriya Sothikumar for Good Effort in 
English 
Poppy Nagle for Good Effort in Maths    
Connor Davis for Commitment in Literacy            
Jeiel Oakley for Good Effort, Enthusiasm in 
Science         
Jasmine Harding for Commitment and Enthusiasm 
in Physical Education                
Kia Ella May Jones for Team Work in 
Mathematics

HOMSAP, Ramavadee
HARDING, Jasmine
COYLE, Shania
AHMED, Danyal
ABEBERESE, Ashia

The theme of the week was climate change and 
after Mr Collins’ informative and educational 
assembly I think we could all help to save 
our planet. Hopefully the following quotes 
will inspire you to do so:

Well done to all the following stu-
dents, who have all achieved over 96% 
since the start of the year. This is 
a real achievement as we are almost 
half way through the year. (Half-term 
next week on     
Friday 13th). 

PARSONS-MARTINEZ, 
Ryan
ABEBERESE, Ashia
GUERTIN, Alexander
JAMES, Renni
PATRIMONIO, Paul
AHMED, Sharif
STEWART, O’Shane
NEMBHARD, Corey
GRANT, Shameille

DAVISON, Harry
CHACHOV, Borislav
WALKER-DOWELL, Dylan
OMADOYE, Jordan 
Oritshe-Misan
KAWA, Alan
MBIYAVANGA, Emmanuel
CHRISTIE-CLARKE, Elijah
AOURAGH, Meriem
DENNINGER, Guilhem

Please remember that there are a 
number of revision classes taking 
place over the holidays, check with 
your teacher to see if they apply for 
your subjects. 
We talked this week about 
expectations and I would like to 
remind students that we should be in 
correct uniform and have our planners 
and equipment out, every morning 
at Tutor time and for every lesson. 
Remember to enter your homework in 
your planner in lessons as well and 
we should all now have a copy of the 
homework timetable in our planners, 
if we didn’t have one already.
I’d like to end by thanking all 
the Brunel students who completed 
the House questionnaire. I will 
be compiling the results ASAP and 
feeding back to you.

Have a good weekend.

It is our collective and individual 
responsibility... to preserve and tend to the 
world in which we all live.
Dalai Lama
By the time we see that climate change 
is really bad, your ability to fix it is 
extremely limited... The carbon gets up 
there, but the heating effect is delayed. 
And then the effect of that heat on the 
species and ecosystem is delayed. That means 
that even when you turn virtuous, things 
are actually going to get worse for quite a 
while.
Bill Gates

The shift to 
a cleaner 
energy economy 
won’t happen 
overnight, and 
it will require 
tough choices 
along the way. 
But the debate 
is settled. 
Climate change 
is a fact.
Barack Obama



Current Affairs
School Announcements

A topical 
item will 
be selected 
from our 
global, 
national 
or local 
community 
and tutors 
will lead 
their 
groups in 
an age 
appropriate 
discussion.

Stimulate 
and 
formalise 
topical 
discussion.

Build 
confidence 
and Improve 
student oacy 
skills

students are expected 
to:
- Listen actively
- Use standard English 
and full sentences
- Take turns
- Think before you 
speak
- Respond by building 
on and/or 
challenging the 
views of others (use 
sentence stem support 
cards)
- Speak audibly

Session 
Outline

Purpose Student Expectations

Next week’s topic: MPs say yes to 3 
person baby

The UK is now set to become the first 
country to introduce laws to allow the 
creation of babies from three people.
In a free vote in the Commons, 382 MPs 
were in favour and 128 against the 
technique that stops genetic diseases 
being passed from mother to child.

Let’s discuss in next week’s Current 
Affairs Session- Should we be allowed to 
intervene? Is this playing God?

Art
Art and Photogrpahy 

Exhibition at Putney Library 
2015.

This year was the ninth 
year that students from the 
school have exhibited at 
Putney Library. Students 
from years 10, 11, 12 and 
13 had drawings, paintings, 
photographs and mixed media 
pieces displayed.
This year the largest number 
of students exhibited, 
drawing very good reviews 
from the general public. 
Over the five weeks the work 
was displayed over a thousand 
people would have viewed the 
work.

THE STUDENTS WHO EXHIBITED 
WERE:
Yr. 11 – Erica and Yvonna.

Yr. 12 – Bethany Lennox, 
Francini, Tom Edwards, Tom 
Ryan and Kayleigh Hyatt.

Year 13 – Jake Gatehouse, 
Rachel Dyer, Sophia Dinnall, 
Filipe Cardoso, Suthima 
Palasak and Camille Waugh.

Well done on this fantastic 
acheievement!

Useful links for more information:
BBC News: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
health-31069173
The Guardian online:
http://www.theguardian.com/science/2015/
feb/03/mps-vote-favour-three-person-em-
bryo-law



Indoor Sportshall Athletics

Well done to all the students who took 
part:

On Thursday 29th January we entered 
three teams into the Indoor Sportshall 
Athletics competition. This year’s 
competition, held at Ernest Bevin 
School in Tooting, consisted of a 
number of running events and indoor 
‘field’ events like the Standing Long 
Jump and Speedbounce. Our year 8 
girl’s team came 5th in a competitive 
girls field. Jewell Dje came 1st in 
the 4 lap race.

In the year 7 competition, Amiya 
Williams came first in the Shot Putt 
and Amy-Laylah Brewer came first in 
the 2 Lap race. Overall the girls 
came 6th out of 9 schools. In the 
boys competition, Kiron Bourne-
Plummer did well to come 3rd in the 
2 lap race, Joseph Ifayomi came 3rd 
in the Standing Triple Jump and Sacha 
Ormiston came 2nd in the 6 lap race. 
The boys missed out on 3rd place and 
a medal by 1 point!!! Hopefully next 
year we’ll be in the medals.

Sport

Emil Christie-Clarke
Kiron Bourne-Plummer
Simeon Greenidge
Joseph ifayomi
Isaac Onyeka
Sacha Ormiston
Aaron Ankumu
Mia Carvall
Trinese Jane Clarke
Emielia Washington

Amy Layla Brewer
Ifeoluwa Odubanjo
Riana Scott
Sinead Brown 
Amiya Williams 
Alea Barham
Saphyra Dje
Yasmin Chelli
Anna-Ruth Stephens
Jimena Nicole Arias

Basketball tournament

We took a basketball team of year 7 
students to the Wandsworth competition 
on Tuesday 3rd February. The majority 
of other schools brought year 8 stu-
dents, so we were always up against 
it, especially as some of the year 8 
students were particularly tall!

Our students played tremendously well 
and thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 
A massive well done to Amiya Williams 
who scored 6 points at the competi-
tion, a big deal considering the low 
scoring matches.
Well done to all the students that 
took part:
Amiya Williams
Joseph Ifayomi
Kiera Richards-Keirle
Isaac Onyeka
Mark Ddembe

Table Tennis news
Good news! We will be starting an 
afterschool Table Tennis club at the 
end of March. We are just confirming 
the coach but we hope that it will 
be Darius Knight, or one of his team 
of coaches. The session will have a 
maximum of 25 spaces. See Mr. Evans 
for more information.
This week’s Table Tennis rankings:
1. Louie
2. Daniel
3. Alhassan
4. Amiya
5. Kailen

6. Isaac
7. Sacha
8. Mark
9. Sacha
10. Simeon



E-safety & Cyber bullying
Lots of parents are worried about 
how and when to introduce their 
child safely to smartphones and 
tablets. Social networking and 
the internet, play a big part 
inchildren falling victim to cyber 
bullying, scams and harassment 
from others. With children as 
young as 8 regularly being given 
expensive devices as afashion 
accessory, surely there should be 
something in place to protect and 
educate them in the dangers of the 
internet. Ark Putney Academy and 
the PTA are working closely to 
introduce new technology that will 
protect and give peace of mind to 
those that need it. By installing 
a simple free app onto the device 
and creating an online account, 
you will have instant peace of 
mind that your childcan use their 
phone the way that it is intended - 
safely !
Get in touch with us or go to www.
mobileguardian.com for details.
The service is exclusively free for 
APA with the voucher code ARK30250

Easy Money
If you shop online, you can help 
raise vital funds for the school 
by going to www.easyfundraising.
org. All you need to do is create 
an account and use it just like you 
would use google. Easyfundraising 
notes where you are shopping 
and sends a percentage of your 
total spend back to the nominated 
organisation such as Ark Putney 
Academy at no cost to you ! £27.73 
has been raised so far by just a 
few people and we want your help 
to raise more this year. There are 
lots of big names associated with 
the scheme like Amazon, Ebay and 
M&S. What’s more it doesn’t cost 
you a penny !!! All money raised 
will go back to the school and 
the PTA pledges to ensure that 
this money is used to benefit the 
students directly. Please sign up 
today and if you need any help or 
advice, please contact the PTA. Unwanted School Uniform 

Do you have any old APA school 
uniform lying around that no longer 
fits?
We are now accepting donations via 
school reception.
Please ensure that all donations 
are clean, in good condition and 
bagged
for the attention of the PTA.

Get in touch!
Email:pta@arkputneyacademy.org

Twitter:@apapta



‘Time to talk day’ is the inspiration 
of the ‘time to change’ organization 
and you may have seen their adverts 
last year on television and some 
workshops in school which encouraged 
people to be more open about emotional 
and mental health so that the stigma 
and taboo which unfortunately is still 
surrounds this subject can start to be 
broken down.
Many of us of us will either know 
of a friend or family member or may 
have suffered from a mental health 
problem ourselves and so may have an 
understanding of how difficult dealing 
with this problem can be but the 
isolation and stigma make it worse. 
But we can help to break the silence. 
Talking about mental health needn’t 
be difficult and can make a big 
difference.
The purpose of time to talk is to try 
and take just 5 mins out of the day 
to think about and have a conversation 
about mental health – your health and 
your friend’s health.
Suggested things to think and talk 
about:
How to improve your mental health
•Take breaks: a change of scene and 
fresh air at lunch and break time
•Don’t bottle things up: ask for help 
if you need it
•Celebrate achievement: don’t just 
focus on what you haven’t done
•Work-life balance: make time for non-
school activities and meeting friends 
too
Looking out for others
•Avoid working in a silo – be mindful 
of other’s pressures
•How are you? Take time to ask others 
how they are
•Look out for changes: if someone is 
not quite themselves 
•One to ones: Include mental and 
emotional wellbeing in catch-ups
•Be informed: ask about mental health 
and emotional health
If you would like to talk about mental 
health, remember the Open Space on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, ask a teacher 
or speak to Miss Collins.

Time to Talk Day School Mascot
This week’s school mascot is Pop-
pie the cat, who belongs to Daniel 
and Tomas Edgely. Poppie wants to 
remind everyone to check Show My 
Homework everyday and make sure you 
always do your homework!

If you have a school mascot at home 
you want to see featured in the 
newsletter tweet your picture to   
@ARKPutney or email to Miss Rowe 
s.rowe@arkputneyacademy.org

Lessons in Oracy

• Stop
• Think
• Speak

• Does it 
make 
sense?

• Does it 
sound 

right in 
English



THE CULTURE CORNER
La chanson de la semaine - The song of 

the week
M.Pokora - On Danse

Le livre de la semaine - Book of the 
week

La saga Malaussene -
The Malaussene Saga

Sometimes mislabelled in English as the 
“Belleville Quartet” (even though the 
series is comprised of five full-blown 
novels plus two shorter works) -- is set 
in the popular, racially-mixed Belleville 
quarter in the eastern part of Paris. 
The saga centers around the misadventures 
of Benjamin Malaussène, a professional 
“scapegoat”, a man hired by various 
businesses to take the blame for whatever 
goes wrong, and his colorful extended 
family.

Quand on 
veut, on 
peut!

Where there’s 
a will, 
there’s a 

way!

¡Donde hay 
voluntad, hay 
un camino!

Le proverbe de la semaine 

We always need more student answers 
for 5,4,3,2,1! So get thinking and 
hand them in to your tutors or Miss 
Rowe in B15

Scan the QR code to watch the 
video!

5,4,3,2,1

5 people dead or alive that you would 
have at your dream dinner party:
Judi Dench, Eddie Izard, Charles 
Darwin, George Monbiot, and Anne 
Boelyn.  And Michael Buble... I’d have 
6. 

4 books or films that you’ll never 
forget:
The Lion King 
Captain Corelli’s Mandolin
Harry Potter 
Romeo and Juliet – play and film

3 courses you’d choose for your last 
meal:
Oysters and scallops to start.  
Steak, triple cooked chips and salad
Something really really chocolatey to 
finish. 
2. Locations in the world you’d love 
to visit
Africa  and Japan 

This week 
answering 
5,4,3,2,1 we have 
Miss Davies, Head 
of English

1. Day of your life you’ll never 
forget.
The day I moved to Argentina.  
Terrifying and exciting in equal 
measures.



Put a name to a 
face... Answers

Let’s get Quizzical

Brunel’s middle name was Kingdom. 
What was the reason behind this?
A)It was a compliment to his father’s 
adopted country.
B)It was his mother’s maiden name.
C)It was the name of the midwife who 
delivered him.
D)His mother went into labour in 
Disney’s “Magic Kingdom”

How well do you know 
your House? Brunel

Answers

Brunel’s parents were called Marc 
and Sophia. What were their na-
tionalities?
 A)French and English
 B)English and Spanish
 C)Belgian and Irish
 D)French and Dutch

The first major engineering 
project on which Brunel was 
employed was in London. What was 
it?
A) The steamship ‘Great Eastern’
B) The Thames Tunnel
C) Tower Bridge
D) Battersea Bridge

In 1833 Brunel was appointed as 
Chief Engineer to a railway com-
pany. What was its name?
A)British Rail.
B)Great Western Railway.
C)London and Western Railway
D)Virgin Trains

Ernest 
Hemmingway

Jane 
Austen

John 
Green

Maya 
Angelou

Charles 
Dickens

J.K 
Rowling

How well do you know your House? 
Dickens

Which of these did Charles Dickens NOT write?
A) Bleak House
B) Macbeth
C) A Christmas Carol
D) David Copperfield

Finish this iconic from 
Oliver Twist.
“Please sir, I want some...
A) eggs
B) more
C) water
D) chocolate hobnobs

In the book, Oliver meets a boy called Jack 
Dawkins. What is Jack’s nickname?
A) Fagin
B) Nancy
C) Artful Dodger
D) Jack the lad

Charles Dickens Died in 1870, where was he 
buried?
A) Westminster Abbey
B) Hyde Park
C) St. Paul’s Cathedral
D) His ashes were scattered at sea

££ Take Note ££
Next year the UK may see the introduction of 
plastic banknotes which will feature the faces 
of Winston Churchill and Jane Austen. We all 
know the Queen appears on the front of our 
current English banknotes, but can you name 
the famous figures on the reverse? Answers to 
Miss Rowe in B15... An extra point if you can 
tell me an interesting fact about each one.


