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Theo Pulit for 
his enthusiam in 
the history ses-
sion and quiz 
during the re-
membrance day_Mr 
Ferguson

Arbana Gashi and 
Leah Thompson for 
writing and read-
ing their beauti-
ful Remembrance 
poem, it was a 
brilliant and 
touching trib-
ute._Miss Downey

07-11-2014

Dear all
 
I hope that you enjoyed the 
World War One day on Wednesday 
and the opportunity to learn 
about a historic event which 

Remembrance activities at APA

Poppy Nagle for 
being so well 
behaved and liv-
ing up to the 
honour of laying 
the wreath in our 
remembrance cer-
emony, you should 
be very proud of 
yourself!_ Mr 
Tucker and the 
Old Elliottonians

This section is 
for teachers 
and other staff 
to give praise 
to students who 
have gone above 
and beyond to be 
kind or helpful 
to others. Each 
student featured 
will receive 5 
house points.

affected so many families in 
Britain. It was great to see 
everyone working together in 
their houses and thanks es-
pecially to the Sixth Form 
who helped staff make the 
day a success.  Yesterday we 
also had our special remem-
brance service for the 52 
soldiers who fought in the 
Great War who went to Elli-
ott School. Former students 
were joined by APA students 
who were impeccably behaved 
throughout the service. Over 
the next five days there will 
be lots more in the news 
about this special centenary 
and next week we will be 
holding further ceremonies.  
 
Have a good weekend

I Very impressed 
by Sabir Abdal-
la’s work in WW1 
day in science. 
His work ethic 
was fantastic! 
Well Done!_Miss 
Hughes



School Announcements
Sports Mark

Simeon
Florian
Joseph
 
Man of the tournament: Aaron Ankumu 
– always in the right place at the 
right time and played a number of 
fantastic passes.
 
Football fixtures coming up:
Thursday 6th – Year 8 v Southfields.
Monday 10th – year 7 v Chestnut 
grove
Tuesday 18t  - Year 8 Football 
Tournament
 
M. Evans

Romeo and Juliet at The Secombe 
Theatre on the 17th November 
2014!!!  Come and buy your tickets 
from B05 at lunch and break times; 
£3.00 per ticket or 4 for £10.00!!!

Drama

Open Space
The support and wellbeing team, Cate, 
Esther and Ms Collins are pleased to 
to offer all students drop in sessions 
(called Open Space) to use if you are 
feeling low, worried, stressed, anx-
ious or have complicated stuff going 
on.
If you want to use Open Space, all you 
have to do is ask your teacher for 
permission and go to the Wellbeing 
and Support Office on the ground floor 
of B Block. We know this might not be 
easy for you to do, for so many rea-
sons, but please know all staff here 
at school want to support you wherever 
possible.

Open Space Times:
Mondays Period 3
Tuesdays Period 1
Thursdays Period 5

If you have any questions about Open 
Space, feel free to drop in and ask Ms 
Collins.

Year 7 Football tournament:
 
The Year 7 football team was drawn 
in a group with St Cecilias, South-
fields B and Bolingbroke. Joseph 
Ifayomi scored a screamer of a goal 
in our first match to help us to 
a 1-0 victory against St Cecili-
as. The ball sailed in to the top 
of the net leaving the goalkeeper 
rooted to the spot! Al-hassan also 
pulled off some superb saves late 
on to keep a clean sheet. We went 
into our next match against South-
fields B full of confidence. Despite 
being on top of the opposition for 
most of the match, we were never 
able to put the ball in the back 
of the net so it finished 0-0. This 
left us joint top of the group with 
one match remaining. We came up 
against a strong Bolingbroke side. 
Aaron Ankumu, Manni and Luke de-
fended magnificently whilst Mark 
Ddembe and Simeon Greenidge offered 
a counter attacking threat at the 
other end. Unfortunately we con-
ceded a goal in the last minute to 
lose 1-0.
 
That loss condemned us to 3rd place 
in our group. A very unfortunate 
outcome considering how well we had 
played. We missed out on a trip to 
the semi-finals but we did thump 
Southfields C in the Plate Final 
to give ourselves a conciliation 
prize.
 
The boys played brilliantly at the 
tournament and should be very proud 
of their efforts. Well done to:
Al-hassan (GK)
Luke M
Manni
Kailen
Lewis
Aaron



A reminder to all students that if 
you arrive late to school you need to 
sign in with Ms Williams or Mrs Scul-
ly.  All year 7-9 students report to 
Ms Williams on the top floor, room AD15 
and all year 10 – 13 students report 
to Mrs Scully also on the top floor, in 
room AD16.
 
If you are ill and not attending 
school, that morning your parent or 
carer must call school and speak to Ms 
Williams or Mrs Scully before 8:30am.  
For all year 7 – 9 students please 
call Ms Williams on our school number 
and extension 227 or for all year 10 – 
13 students call Mrs Scully on exten-
sion 190.   Or you can select line 1 
and choice the following 1 for Ms Wil-
liams and 2 for Mrs Scully.
 
Please do not call reception or leave 
messages because these are unclear and 
the receptionist cannot log lateness 
or sickness on the system. 
 
Thanks,
Miss Leaver

 On Monday, four of our Sixth Form 
students travelled to the Debating 
Matters competition at University Col-
lege London. We debated against Burl-
ington Danes Academy and also saw ARK 
Elvin and Evelyn Grace in action. Al-
though we did not go through to the 
next round our debaters were commend-
ed for their strong performance and   
thorough preparation. Congratulations 

Sixth Form Debaters

to those involved. Lydia Foord, from 
ARK, said of them; ‘their confidence, 
articulation and passion were a privi-
lege to see’. We will certainly con-
tinue to debate in school, and to pu-
pils in the lower school, remember to 
get involved in Debating Society!
Thanks,
Mr Davison

Absence and Lateness

We are keen for this newsletter to ap-
peal to all students in APA, with this 
in mind it would be great if we could 
start a section dedicated to the Sixth 
Form.

This does not have to be every week 
and it can be part of the main news-
letter or sent out on its own, but we 
are really keen for you to input as 
many of your ideas as possible! This 
can be articles, photography, humour, 
advice, illustrations or anything 
else you want. Not only is it a great 
chance for you to all work together 
and share your interests with the rest 
of the school but it will also look 
great on UCAS applications and set you 
in good stead for university!

If you would like to be involved 
please speak to your tutors or come 
and find me directly in the school of-
fice (B15) or on s.rowe@arkputneyacad-
emy.org

**ATTENTION ALL SIXTH 
FORMERS!!!!**
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It has been a mixed first week back 
for you as a year group. Many of 
you have come back, settled in im-
mediately, and produced some out-
standing work. I want to name in 
particular, Theo Pulit, for his in-
credible homework in English which 
showed an amazing effort. I also 
want to say well done to Jimena 
Nicole Arias, Ellie-Rae Watson and 
Nassim Belateche for great enthu-
siasm during the World War One day 
on Wednesday. A second commendation 
also needs to go to Jimena for her 
knowledgeable contributions to the 
Year assembly this week.
 
This week’s assembly, as most of 
you know, was on Bonfire Night. As 
well as the issue of religious tol-
erance, fair trials, and remember-
ing the cause and consequence of 
this event, you must also remember 
why else this was the topic of the 
assembly. You need to remember that 
certain actions, inside and outside 
of the school grounds, have serious 
consequences, particularly for any-
thing considered dangerous and that 
could cause harm to others. I want 
you to think carefully about your 
actions over the weekend and those 
of your friends, and others around 
you. Think about what is right, and 
what is wrong, and make sure your 
effort, attitude, and actions are 
all positive next week, as I know 
they can be from all of you.  

Tu
rin

g 
Hou

se message from M
iss H

arvey

Year 7
To those of you who were fantastic 
last term and upheld our 6 pillars, 
I am looking forward to celebrat-
ing this achievement with you next 
week!
Student of the week starts again 
next week; if you have been working 
very hard and showing a positive 
attitude around school, it could be 
you!

Turing
It was fantastic seeing so many of 
your showing real effort and enthu-
siasm for WW1 day. I really enjoyed 
Emil’s explanation for his Truce 
storyboard as well as the teamwork 
that Reeym and Tyler showed. Well 
done!

 
This is a pic-
ture of my 
Great Grand-
dad, William 
Forster. He 
fought as part 
of the cavalry 
in World War 1 
because he was 
a great horse 
rider and owned 
5!

 
If you have not bought a poppy yet, 
please do so. The money goes to char-
ity and it shows a mark of respect for 
those who served in the World Wars.
 
Have a peaceful weekend,
 
Ms Harvey
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House message from
 M

r G
lyn

After an amazing WW1 memorial day, 
I thought it would be appropriate 
to share with you some of the emo-
tions which were felt during these 
harsh times.

The soldier (1915)
Rupert Brooke
If I should die, think only this of 
me:
That there’s some corner of a for-
eign field
That is for ever England. There 
shall be
In that rich earth a richer dust 
concealed;
A dust whom England bore, shaped, 
made aware,
Gave, once, her flowers to love, her 
ways to roam,
A body of England’s, breathing Eng-
lish air,
Washed by the rivers, blest by suns 
of home.

And think, this heart, all evil 
shed away,
A pulse in the eternal mind, no 
less
Gives somewhere back the thoughts 
by England given;
Her sights and sounds; dreams happy 
as her day;
And laughter, learnt of friends; 
and gentleness,
In hearts at peace, under an Eng-
lish heaven.
 
Have a lovely weekend and wear your 
poppy with pride!!
 

 Welcome back to everyone after half-
term. It already seems darker and 
colder, but Christmas is just around 
the corner and we have our very impor-
tant mock examinations at the end of 
this term. They will help give Year 10 
and 11 a good feel of where they are 
at the present time regarding their 
GCSEs, while Year 9 examinations will 
be very relevant with their Option 
choices soon becoming a matter of dis-
cussion in the new year.
 We had a special Remembrance Day 
assembly and an off-timetable activ-
ity day on Wednesday. I hope students 
found it interesting and thought pro-
voking and certainly the displays 
around the hall of students work was 
fantastic. On Thursday we had the tra-
ditional whole school ceremony and the 
work that was produced made a very 
fitting back drop. The brass plaque 
at the front of the hall listed the 
names of all the ex-students from this 
school who died in the Great War, 53 
young men, while there were 65 in the 
second, including two female students 
and a member of staff. We can only 
think what a tragic loss of life there 
was. As we heard in our assembly and 
workshops, on Christmas Day many of 
the soldiers shared football matches, 
drinks and hymns, this just makes it 
so sad that wars exist and young men, 
who may optherwise have been friends, 
end up killing each other.
It was bonfire night on Wednesday, 
where we celebrate the uncovering of 
The Gunpowder Plot, which happened 
over 400 years ago – the themes of 
this part of history remain with us 
today;  Religious intolerance, tor-
ture, unfair trial and terrorism. Per-
haps it has similarities with what we 
learnt about the war, what we should 
learn from this history is the impor-
tance of tolerance – the ability to 
understand and have compassion for 
those who are different from us.

Have a good weekend.



First stop in Indonesia is Borobu-
dur, a Buddhist temple built in 
the 8th century. It is brilliantly 
preserved because for hundreds of 
years it was hidden by ash from a 
volcanic eruption. It wasn’t until 
the 19th century that it was redis-
covered and uncovered. It was par-
tially destroyed by a later earth-
quake but was rebuilt. During 1985 
several bombs went off during a 
time of civil unrest in Indonesia. 
Again it was rebuilt to its former 
glory. I chose to go and visit the 
temple at sunrise, this involved 
a 4.30am get up and short ride on 
the back of the moped of the hostel 
owner. 
The sunrise was a great way to see 
the temple and it gave me about 3 
hours to explore before the hordes 
of tourists arrived. When the tour-
ists arrived a white westerner was 
quite a novelty and several asked 
for a picture. Initially I thought 
they wanted me to take a picture 
however what they actually wanted 
was a picture with a westerner! 
On leaving the temple I got the 

public bus back to the main city 
(Yogyakarta) and this in itself was 
an adventure. First you had to hag-
gle your price and because you are 
foreign the bus driver starts with 
a very high price and the aim is to 
talk him down to as low a price as 
possible. For example initially the 
cost of the bus will be about £5 
but all the locals pay less than 50 
pence for the bus. Eventually you 
agree a price with the bus driver 
and get on the bus. The bus is more 
of a mini bus with less leg room! A 
bit like the new London buses the 
door is always open and there is a 
bus conducted. When you want to get 
off you just shout and the conduc-
tor gets the bus to stop. The lo-
cals are amazed that there is a 
tourist on the bus!
The bus ride takes about an hour 
and a half and then I have to 
change buses. There is a friend-
ly lady who speaks some English so 
takes me through to the next bus 
stop and makes sure I get on the 
right bus. Arriving at the hostel 
feels like a real achievement as I 
have made it about 60 km using pub-
lic transport!

Week 2 - The Temples and Volcanoes of Java, 
Indonesia

As many of you know Miss Roe is currently travelling in South East Asia, she has writ-
ten to us to let us know some of the things she has been doing that she thought the 
students at APA would be interested in!

Miss Roe’s Travel Blog



Next another temple, Prambanan, a 
Hindu temple that is mostly ru-
ins but spread over a much greater 
scale than the previous one. I ex-
plored the temple by bike and en-
joyed watching the sunset over the 
remaining towers of the temple. 

Over 3 days I then visited 2 active 
volcanoes in Eastern Java, Mount 
Bromo and Mount Igen. Getting up at 
3.30am I clambered into a jeep that 
headed off into the volcanic roads 
of Bromo national park. It was 
still dark which meant arriving at 
our first destination, a view point 
to watch sunrise, I could see lava 
coming out of 2 different areas of 
the volcanoes, glowing a fiery red 
as it made its way down the moun-
tain. 

After the sun had risen the view 
was even more spectacular with vol-
canoes sticking out of the low lev-
el cloud. It was then back in the 
jeep and off to Mount Bromo itself. 
Bromo is a smaller volcano in a flat 
moonlike desert. The jeep was the 
ideal vehicle to be travelling in 
taking me right to the foot of the 
volcano. It was a short climb up 
the volcano to the edge of the cra-
ter where you can see smoke coming 
out. A great experience to be so 
close to a volcano. 

The next day was an even earlier 
get up, to go to mount Ijen. I had 
signed up to go and see the ‘blue 

fire’ and I was a little unsure what 
this meant but the tour operator 
had said you can only see it two 
places in the world. To be able 
to see the blue fire it had to be 
night so I was climbing up he vol-
cano in the relatively cold morning 
air with the aid of my head torch 
to see the ‘blue fire’. As I reached 
the crater I was glad I was with a 
guide. The Blue fire was inside the 
volcano crater and involved a bit 
of a scramble down inside the cra-
ter of the volcano. The air inside 
the volcano was thick with sul-
phur and if the wind changed di-
rection the volcanic smoke made it 
very difficult to breathe. I had a 
scarf tied around my face but sev-
eral people had proper gas masks 
on which would have been a good 
idea. The blue fire is a by prod-
uct of the sulphur released by the 
volcano burning in oxygen. In hind-
sight, I am not sure it was a great 
idea to go down into the crater of 
the volcano and I will definitely be 
researching future trips more thor-
oughly!

Down where the blue fire is there is 
also a sulphur mine where the lo-
cals collect sulphur and sell it.
The locals who mine the sulphur 
carry up to 90kg down the volca-
no to the town in 2 baskets strung 
across their shoulder on a piece 
of wood. They are only allowed to 
go into the volcano twice each day 



to mine the sulphur and my short 
visit into the crater made me re-
alise what a hard job it is mining 
the sulphur. They get approximately 
£35 pounds for each load of sulphur 
they bring down the mountain. This 
is a relatively good wage howev-
er the side effects of the sulphur 
have quite serious implications on 
the life of the miner. They have an 
average life expectancy of 35 years 
and the sulphur damages teeth and 
their lungs. This means most miners 
have very few teeth and many res-
piratory problems. 

I have really enjoyed both magnifi-
cent temples and both volcanoes but 
think a rest is very much needed 
after so many early get ups! 

The following tips will help anyone 
having a display this weekend to stay 
safe.
• Keep fireworks in a closed box and 

use them one at a time.
• Do not wear flammable clothes, like 

shell suits.
• Light the firework at arm’s length 

with taper and stand well back.
• Make sure naked flames, including 

cigarettes, are kept well away from 
fireworks.

• Never return to a firework once it 
has been lit.

• Do not put fireworks in your pocket 
and never throw them.

• Never use paraffin or petrol on a 
bonfire.

Be Safe this Bonfire Night

“Remember, remember,
the fifth of November,

Gunpowder, treason and plot.
We see no reason why

Gunpowder treason
Should ever be forgot!”

Bonfire Night

On November 5th people across the UK 
celebrate Bonfire Night.The reason we 
do it is because it’s the anniversary 
of an attempt to blow up the Houses 
of Parliament led by a man called Guy 
Fawkes.
 Guy Fawkes led the Gunpowder 
plot in 1605 by putting 36 barrels of 
gunpowder under the Houses of Par-
liament. The gunpowder plotters were 
angry with the King as England was a 
Protestant country and they wanted to 
return to the Catholic Faith.
 One member of the group sent a 
letter to his friend who worked in 
Parliament, warning him to stay away 
on November 5. The King’s supporters 
got hold of the letter and the plot 
was rumbled! Guards broke into the 
cellars where the gunpowder plotters 
were waiting. They were arrested, tor-
tured and executed.
 Bonfires are lit around the UK to 
burn the “Guy” - a kind of dummy that 
represents Fawkes.



THE CULTURE CORNER

Canción de la semana - The song of the week
Word of the Week:
Fastidious: 
Adjective
Very attentive to, and concerned 
about accuracy and detail. Very 
concerned about matters of 
cleanliness.

Poem of the Week
Chosen by Mr Glyn

‘THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON’ by 
ZALFIKAR GHOSE, 

When the jet sprang into the 
sky,

it was clear why the city
had developed the way it had,
seeing it scaled six inches to 

the mile
There seemed an inevitability
about what on ground had looked 

haphazard,
unplanned and without style
When the jet sprang into the 

sky
When the jet reached ten thou-

sand feet,
it was clear why the country

had cities where the rivers ran
and why the valleys were popu-

lated
The logic of geography -

that land and water attracted 
man was

clearly delineated
When the jet reached ten thou-

sand feet.
When the jet rose six miles 

high,
it was clear the earth was 

round
and that it had more sea than 

land.
But it was difficult to under-

stand
that the men on the earth found
causes to hate each other, to 

build
walls across cities and to 

kill.
From that height, it was not 

clear why.

Fotografía by Juanes - ft. Nelly Furtado

Película de la semana - The film of the week

Tad, the Lost Explorer
Las aventuras de Tadeo Jones

Scan the QR code to watch the clip!

La palabra de la semana - Word of the week

pillow

almohada*

oreiller

Tad is a celebrity ar-
cheologist and adven-
turer just like his 
hero Max Mordon... in 
his dreams! In real-
ity, Tad is a Chicago 
construction worker. 
One day, however, he 
is mistaken for a real 
Professor and takes his 
place on a flight to 
Peru in search of the 
Lost City of Paititi. 
Professor Lavrof and 
his beautiful daughter 
Sara are waiting for 
the famous professor 
to crack the code. Unfortunately for Tad, Sara 
is engaged to real-life hero Max Mordon, but Max 
has secretly betrayed the Professor by teaming 
up with the evil Kopponen and his shady Odysseus 
corporation. Time for Tad to step up.

Use the word in 
your French or 
Spanish lesson 
to get reward 
points!

*The Spanish word almohada has Arabic origin.

μαξιλάρι



Don’t forget if you would like to see your 
school mascot in the newsletter and receive 
5 house points tweet us a picture to @ARK-
Putney! 
If you dont have twitter you can bring the 
picture to school on a USB stick and give 
it to your tutor.

@ARKPutney

5,4,3,2,1

5 people dead or alive 
that you would have at 
your dream dinner party:
Professor Brian Cox, 
Beyonce, Frank Lampard, 
Shakespeare, John Green

4 books or films that you’ll never forget:
The fault in our Stars - John Green
Titanic
Starcrossed - Josephine Angelini
The Road - Cormac Mccarthy

3 courses you’d choose for your last 
meal:
Strawberries
Cheese Pizza
Chocolate Sundae

2 Locations in the world you’d love to 
visit:
The Great Barrier Reef
Venice
1 Day of your life you’ll never forget:
The first time I sailed on a boat

This week we have Jodie 
Clarke from 6JHA an-
swering our student 
5,4,3,2,1!

Apa Christmas Fair & Concert
We are currently looking for peo-
ple who would like to take part in 
the Christmas fair on 11th Decem-
ber. If you can bake, sew, knit, 
photograph,draw,paint, style

hair, do nails, make jewellery or sim-
ply want to help, we would love to 

hear from
you.

We still want your old school uniform!
Do you have any old APA school uniform 

lying around that no longer fits?
We are accepting donations via school 
reception and our aim is to provide 
uniform at knock down prices at vari-

ous APA events coming soon!
Please ensure that all donations are 
clean, in good condition and bagged

for the attention of the PTA.
Thank you !

Get in touch !
Email: 

pta@arkputneyacademy.org

Word Scramble

To puncture slightly with fine, 
sharp points.

elcrpik

Of unknown authorship.
aoonysumn

Occurring every year.
nulaan

The communication of disease from 
person to person.

cgoonntai

To take a different course.
aetvide

Can you guess these words from 
their letters and meanings?

A going forth or departure from a 
place or country, especially of 

many people.
dusoxe

Answers to Miss Rowe in B15!


