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Dear students,

Finally the summer holidays are 
upon us. This week has been full 
of activities, some of which are 

Spotted at APA this week...

featured in this final edition of 
the newsletter. It has been a busy 
two weeks with exams and events. 
Next week staff will continue to 
work in school preparing to leave 
the temporary buildings which 
will no longer be here when you 
return in September. Next week you 
will all receive your examination 
results in the post. Some of you 
will be pleased with what you have 
achieved but some of you may wish 
to reflect over the summer on what 
you can do to improve your grades. 
When we all return as a community 
in September it will be to a new 
school building which will be very 
exciting for us all, and form some 
of you an opportunity for a fresh 
start. In the meantime I hope that 
you all have an enjoyable and sunny 
summer holiday!

This week has been jam packed with activities 
for all the year groups who are still in school. 
For Key Stage 3 There was Sports Day on Tuesday, 
Faculty Day and the Summer Fair on Wednesday and 
trips to Butlins and France on Thursday. Year 10 
had a raft building day on the Thames with the 
Young Mariners, a visit to the Law Courts and a 
visit from Money Bank to learn about finances. Well 
done to everyone for their exemplary behaviour 
throughout the week. Also well done to all year 7s 
who completed their Bronze reading award this year! 
Keep up the good work and have a brilliant summer!



Autumn term

Thursday 3 & Friday 4 September 2015 - Final enrolment for Sixth Form
Monday 7 September 2015 - First day back for Year 7 students
Tuesday 8 September 2015 - First day back for all other students
Monday 26 October – Friday 30 October 2015 Half term
Monday 2 November 2015 - ARK Network Inset day
Tuesday 3 November 2015 - First day back for all students
Friday 4 December 2015 - Inset day
Friday 18 December 2015 - Last day of Autumn term

Spring term

Monday 4 January 2016 - Inset day
Tuesday 5 January 2016 - First day back for all students
Friday 12 February 2016 - ARK Network Inset day
Monday 15 February – Friday 19 February 2016 Half term
Monday 22 February 2016 - First day back for all students
Wednesday 2 March 2016 - Inset day
Thursday 24 March - Last day of Spring term

Summer term

Monday 11 April 2016 - Inset day
Tuesday 12 April 2016 - First day back for all students
Monday 30 May – Friday 3 June 2016 Half term
Monday 6 June 2016 - First day back for all students
Friday 24 June 2016 - ARK Network Inset day
Wednesday 20 July 2016 - Last day of Summer term 

Term Dates 2015-2016
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Mess

age from Mr K

This the final newsletter piece I will 
be writing you as I won’t be seeing you 
in September. Therefore I wanted to say 
how very proud I am of all the Year 10s 
for being such a great year group. You 
really embody the 6 pillars of APA and 
it’s been a privilege to be able to guide 
you all on your journey to excellence. 
Please continue to work hard, study hard 
and play hard (after you’ve worked hard 
and studied hard of course!) in order that 
you can maximise your chances of success. 
This time next year you will be closing 
the door on one chapter of your education 
and opening another. Make sure you give it 
your all. 

I have enjoyed telling you stories in 
assemblies and through this newsletter. 
We can always learn so much from stories, 
but the most important story that can ever 
be told…..is your own story! You each are 
unique individuals who will forge your 
own path through life and have your own 
stories to tell and inspire. Make it  a 
great and ambitious one. I will leave you 
with a quote from one of my favourite 
poets Walt Whitman. In his poem ‘O Me O 
Life’ he ponders the question of what life 
is all about and indeed what his life is 
all about and by the conclusion of the 
poem he reveals his answer and it is this: 
“That you are here- that life exists and 
identity, That the powerful play goes on, 
and you may contribute a verse”

What will your verse be?

All the Best.

Time for some goodbyes!
Ark Putney would like to say goodbye 
and goodluck to all the students and 
teachers leaving us this year. We wish 
you all the best for the future!



Sports  DayWell done to everyone who came 
and took part in sports day. 
There was some fastastic displays 
of athleticism and sportsmanship 
throughout the day... It was 
great to see such enthusiasm on 
show despite the rain spell and 
Mr Hayden’s shameless attempt to 
cheat in the staff relay...



Perhaps the most fiercly fought 
contest of the day was the tug of 
war. There were some very tense 
moments and some fantastic work 
shown by potential future World’s 
Strongest Man/Woman contestants 
(Taig - apply now.) The final 
leaderboard for the event stands as 
follows:

1st - Dickens
2nd - Brunel
3rd - Turing
4th - Turner

All the spectators did a great job 
of cheering for their peers and 
supporting their houses... and 
perfecting their photo poses.



F a c u l t y  D a y

Baking cakes to sell at the SUmmer Fair 
with the Creative Making Department

Making egg parachutes in Science

Code breaking around the school with the 
Maths Department

Desinging and  making summer bunting in 
the English Department

The results

Making parachutes for eggs with the 
Science Department

The results

On Wednesday this week the 
school had Faculty day. The 
Year 7-9 students were divided 
up according to house and 
given a variety of different 
activities to take part in... 
Here are some snaps from the 
day.



Leah

Get in touch!
Email:pta@arkputneyacademy.org

Twitter:@apapta

Internet Safety
Lots of parents are worried about 
how and when to introduce their child 
safely to smartphones and tablets. Ark 
Putney Academy and the PTA are working 
closely to introduce new technology 
that will protect those that need it. 
By installing a simple free app onto 
the device and creating an online 
account, you will have instant peace 
of mind that your child can use their 
phone the way that it is
intended - safely !
Get in touch with us or go to www.
mobileguardian.com for details.
For a limited time, the service is 
exclusively free for APA with the 
voucher code: ARK30250

Do You Shop Online?
If you shop online, you can help raise 
vital funds for the school by going 
to www.easyfundraising.org.  All you 
need to do is create an account and 
use it just like you would use google. 
Easyfundraising notes where you are 
shopping and
sends a percentage of your total spend 
back to the nominated organisation 
such as Ark Putney Academy at no cost 
to you ! £62.20 has been raised so far 
by just a few people and we want your 
help to raise more this year. There 
are lots of big names associated with 
the scheme like Amazon and Ebay.
You can even use it to do your weekly 
shop or book a holiday !
What’s more it doesn’t cost you a 
penny!
All money raised will go back to the 
school and the PTA pledges to ensure 
that this money is used to benefit 
the students directly. Please sign up 
today and if
you need any help or advice, please 
contact the PTA.

At what cost?
A new report by the Children’s Society 
called “At What Cost”, suggests that 
lots of
parents in the U.K struggle to pay for 
school uniform. The average annual 
cost of purchasing official school 
uniform is reported to be £159 per 
year including P.E kit.
The PTA would like to introduce a 
recycling scheme where uniform can 
be made available for purchase at 
affordable rates, but to do this we 
need your help!
We are now accepting donations of APA 
uniform via reception.
Please ensure that all donations are 

Summer Fair
A huge thank you to everyone who 
supported the event! Students, 
staff and parents enjoyed 
activities, games, entertainment 
and refreshments through the 
sunshine and rain!
The choir sang on through the 
downpour admirably, the burgers 
kept flipping and the mocktails 
flowed as teachers took their 
medicine in the stocks.
We will be reporting back with news 
on the total amount of money raised
in September and would like to wish 
everyone a very happy and restful
summer holiday!


