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Next week is the final week of 
what is always the longest term of 
the year. I am sure that everyone 
is looking forward to the break 
and the Christmas holidays. 
Whist we will be working right 
up to the end of term we do 
have some nice things planned 
to celebrate the season of good 
will. On Wednesday we have 
our carol concert and we would 
like as many of you to come 
as possible. On Thursday we 
will be having Christmas lunch 
together and then we have a 
treat in the afternoon, watch 
out for the posters around the 
academy!   It is also Christmas 
jumper day – which means that 
if you pay a pound you can swap 
the top half of your uniform for a 
Christmas jumper. On Friday we 
will have our rewards assembly. 
Alongside the pillar prizes we will 
be using the randomiser to select 
the winners of our great end of 
term prizes which include £50 
vouchers or a tablet!
Have a great weekend 
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Rhys Powers proudly receiving his 
Amazon voucher for winning the 
APA lottery last week! You too could 
feel this overwhelming sense of 
achievement, but you’ve got to be in 
it to win it! In order to be eligable to 
win our lottery you must have... lots 
of positive points, 95% attendance 
or higher, a maximum of 1 late mark 
per fortnight, and a maximum of 1 
negative point per fortnight.



Welcome from the Heads of Year
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 Year 9&10 It seems incredible to think 

that when you are reading 
this bulletin we will only have 
one week of the term left and 
its obviously going to be a 
very busy one. There is the 
Christmas Evening and School 
Carol Concert on Wednesday 
and on Thursday we have the 

Christmas Jumper mufti  day and school Christmas 
lunch. The fair had a number of great things for 
sale last year, including some very nice cakes which 
Brunel will be making again, while the carol singing 
is always beautiful to listen to and gets you in the 
mood for Christmas. I hope everyone will join in 
the festive fun and wear a Christmas jumper on 
Thursday for the traditional school dinner.
A quick reminder that students need to complete 
their Progress Pack if they haven’t done so already. 
This is a reflection on their progress for this term 
and will be added to at the beginning of next, when 
the new data comes out. (It should be sent home to 
all parents before the Christmas holidays).
The Brunel House assembly this week was about 
designing a House Crest. You can imagine a coat 
of arms and putting something about Brunel in 
the middle; his great ship, or the tower of his 
famous bridge. Perhaps with a motto to go with it, 
‘Building bridges to success!’ I hope people will get 
involved and try and design something interesting. 
The winning designs will be submitted to a design 
company who will then render professional and 
aesthetic versions for large crests to be displayed in 
the new entrance.
These designs will also find their way onto badges, 
and large banners which will hang outside the main 
entrance. So the winning entries will be leaving their 
mark on the school.

Have a good weekend.

D. Glyn-Brunel

As we come to the end of 
our first term at Ark Putney 
we begin to look back at all 
the achievements from the 
term. This week saw you all 
get together as houses and 
celebrate house achievements 
and start thinking about 

how you can contribute to your house within the 
Academy and outside in the community. Many of 
the heads of house have commented and praised 
year 7 for their contributions this term to house 
events and competitions from designing the new 
positive postcards, Christmas cards, skipathons, 
football tournaments, dodgeball tournaments and 
table tennis competitions to name a few. Keep this 
up in the new term, it is great that you care about 
not only getting it right for your year and tutor 
group but your house as well.

As a year group there is much to celebrate and we 
will have an assembly next week to recognise those 
that have consistently worked hard since September 
especially when it comes to attendance, punctuality 
and pillar points. Many of you will be receiving 
certificates and be entered into draws to win some 
extra prizes to reward your commitment to getting it 
right.

We will also have a whole year assembly to recognise 
those that have shown commitment to the values 
we hold central to everything we do at the Academy 
through our pillars and those students will receive 
the first lot of pillar badges. The pillar point leader 
board will help decide who gets these, for those of 
you that might not get one this term, make it your 
target to demonstrate your application of the pillar 
values in the next term.
This week’s student of the week goes to Christopher 
Parish who continues to show great enthusiasm in 
his lessons and is always extremely polite around 
the academy. Well done Christopher, I am sure this 
continued enthusiasm will be rewarded with great 
results in your recent assessments.



School 
Announcements

we are developing our identity as a house and the 
Make Your Mark competition is the perfect start. 
Remember- your ideas will rendered by graphic 
designers and these emblems will represent our 
Turing House for years and years to come- epic!
Alongside this, more House competitions will be 
taking place throughout the year.

I am looking forward to seeing how many of you 
pick up rewards in our Christmas assembly for your 
commitment and dedication to our school and your 
learning.

Have a brilliant weekend,
Ms Harvey 
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It was a pleasure seeing you 
all during our assembly this 
week and hearing some ideas 
for upcoming events and 
possible charity changes. 
It is really important that 

Dear year 8,

I was so pleased to be a part of the English 
department rewards trip to The Hunger Games 
this week. I was particularly impressed with how 
well you conducted yourselves while walking into 
Putney; many members of the public thanked me for 
having such courteous students!

I am looking forward to hosting our Winter 
assembly on Thursday and finding out what tutor 
has won the league!

Remember to buy your Winter Party tickets 
next week. The party will be in the Main Hall on 
Thursday 17th December from 5-7pm. Tickets are 
£2.

Have a great weekend,
Ms Harvey

Year 8 Basketball Match
APA 25 - Bolingbroke 17

APA secured another great sporting result this week 
in the year 8 Basketball match vs Bolingbroke. 
We led the match from the very beginning and 
demonstrated some clinical finishing to come away 
with a secure 25-17 win. Joseph and Mark both 
finished off quick breaks with some excellent lay 
ups, meanwhile Amiya continues to sink her mid-
range jump shot. This storming success is made 
even more impressive by the fact that we beat them 
with only 5 players.
Well done to the team:
Amiya Williams
Joseph Ifayomi
Mark Ddembe
Manni Barber-Taylor
Muhammed Danso (year 7)

Journalism Enrichment

This week in their enrichment lesson Muneeb Akbar 
and Billy Quinlan in Year 12 began to create a virtual 
tour of the new building in pictures. Above is one of 
our favourites from the collection. The entire tour 
will be posted on the school website next week! The 
girls from this group are compiling a history of Ark 
Putney Academy in personal accounts and pictures 
so keep checking arkputney.org to learn more about 
your school!



The parent teachers association is an 
organisation run by volunteer parents 

and staff. We are totally independent and 
act in the interest of the students and 

general wellbeing of the school.

Important Dates for the Diary
Wednesday 16th December- APA 

Christmas Evening and Carol Concert 
5:15-6:45pm

Christmas Evening & Concert
Save the date of Wednesday the 16th December for the APA Christmas Evening and concert!

Come and join us from 5.15 p.m in the main hall. 
There will be refreshments, mulled wine, a bottle tombola, Christmas decoration stall and our 

prize raffle draw which includes a £50 cash prize!!
The evening will finish with music and drama from the students of Ark Putney Academy.

Please support this event and we look forward to seeing you there!
We are still looking for donations for our bottle tombola stall.

Please search your cupboards and send in your new and unused bottles
to the PTA via reception or Ms Borthwick by the 8th December.

Do You Shop Online?

If you shop online, you can help raise vital funds for the school by going to; http://www.
easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/OBYXZK/

All you need to do is create an account and use it just like you would use google. Easyfundraising 
notes where you are shopping and sends a

percentage of your total spend back to the nominated organisation such as Ark Putney Academy at 
no cost to you!

There are lots of big names and great deals associated with the scheme
and there is even a handy app. What’s more it doesn’t cost you a penny! All money raised will go 

back to the school and the PTA pledges to
ensure that this money is used to benefit the students directly.

Please sign up today and if you need any help or advice, please contact
the PTA.

A message from the PTA



Do they know it’s Quiz-mas? Last Week’s Quiz 
Answers

Author of the Week

• Suzanne Marie Collins was 
born on 10th August 1962 in 
Connecticut. 

• She says, “I don’t write about 
adolescence. I write about war. 
For adolescents” 

• Before the success of the Hunger 
Games Collins worked on 
several television programs for 
Nickelodeon, including Clarissa 
Explains It All, The Mystery 
Files of Shelby Woo, Little Bear, 
and Oswald.

• The Hunger Games was partly 
inspired by the Greek myth of 
Theseus and the Minotaur.

• The Hunger Games was on The 
New York Times Best Seller list 
for more than 60 weeks in a row.

• Collins resides in Sandy Hook, 
Connecticut, with her husband 
and their two children Charlie 
and Isabel.

Suzanne Collins

Did you manage to guess which of 
these names for Santa Claus belongs 
to which country?

Can you match these popular Christmas songs to the artist or 
group who sang them?

Brazil Papai Noel

Chile
Viejo Pascuero 

(“Old Man 
Christmas”

Pere Noel France

Japan
Hoteiosho (a god 

or priest who 
bears gifts

Poland

Babbo Natale
Italy

Mikulas (St. 
Nicholas) Hungary

Mikolaj

1. Stay another day
2. All I want for Christmas 
is you
3.Last Christmas
4. Fairytale of New York
5. Merry Christmas 
Everyone

Songs

Shakin Stevens

Wham

M
ariah Carey

East 17

The Pogues








