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Students of the week

Dear students 

Next term will be a busy one at APA 
with so many trips and events taking 
place. We will be starting back with 
examinations for Years 10, 11 and 
Sixth Form followed by Years 7 and 9. 
After this there are lots of exciting 
trips to the theatre, organised by 
English; the battlefields and Berlin 
organised by History, various Art 
trips and a Year 10 residential. We 
also have some surprise visitors to 
the academy who have been on a rather 
famous TV talent show. All in all 
every student in the academy should 
have the opportunity to either go out 
of school or attend a special event 
in school this half term. Please be 
mindful that your teachers spend a 
lot of their free time organising 
these events for you and remember to 
say thank you.  

Have a great half term. 
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500 WORDS on BBC Radio 2.
 Get reading, get writing, get 

inspired

Can you write an amazing story using 
no more than 500 words?
Are you aged 13 or under?

Then your mission is: 
Write a fantastic short story over the 

half term holiday!

Email your typewritten entry to Miss 
Sparrowhawk

w.sparrowhawk@arkputneyacademy.org 
by Monday 22 February!

The three best stories from both year 
7 and year 8 will earn House points 
AND will be entered into the National 

500 words competition 2015!

Good Luck!

Photo 
Unavailable

Visit www.bbc.co.uk/500words 
for more information, ideas and top 

tips!



23rd February Return to school

w/b 23rd February Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 exam week

w/b 2nd March Years 7 and 8 exam week

w/b 3rd March IGCSE English oral exams

4th March Surprise Visitors!!

5th March Year 9 Parents Evening
   World Book Day

6th March Year 12 Art Trip – Portrait Gallery

10th – 14th March Berlin Trip

10th March Year 10 Othello Trip
   Art Trip – Tate Modern

11th March ARK Chess Tournament

12th March Year 10 Parents Evening

13th March Red Nose Day 
   • Fun run around the Heath
   • Paint yourself funny competition

17th March Year 9 Macbeth Trip

18th March UCAS convention for Year 12

19th March Options Evening for Year 9

20th March Year 10 Art trip

23rd March Year 10 motivation residential

26th March Battlefields Trip

26th March • Debating championship
   • KS5 Parents Evening (invitation only)

26th March Years 10/11 Study Skills Day

27th March Last day of term – early lunch and close

Ark Putney Academy 
Dates for your Diary
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Year 7,

I am so pleased that many of you 
are contributing positively to 
academy life- demonstrating our 
pillars both in lesson time as 
well as taking part in the exciting 
extra-curricular opportunities. I 
hope you have a well-rested break 
and come back ready to begin your 
in-class exams.

Well done to the following students 
who have 100% attendance so far 
this year!

A continued congratulations to 
those students with 100% attendance: 
Robyn Smart; Troy Piedade; Lynn-
Esther Kacou; Dirie Hirsi; Jasmine 
Harding; Shania Coyle; Shakira Brown; 
Alea Barham and those above 96%: 
Anna-Ruth Stephens; Jamal Hassan; 
Eleesher Baker; Shai Allen; Saphyrra 
Dje; Daniaal Akram; Jordan Ruby; 
Shaecaeden Clarke; Samantha Rowe; 
Daisy Fieldhouse-Still; Jimena Arias; 
Simon Allen; Amber Miller; Isabelle 
Barton-Young; Lauren Cook; Kenny Tovar 
Sanchez; Abubaker Tighrini. Remember: 
90% attendance means half a day off 
each week and nearly a year off in 
your entire school career. 

Well done to Kenny and Alea for your 
enthusiasm in Science this week as 
well. 

Congratulations as well to the Student 
of the Week, Abigail Nzola, for her 
effort and integration into her tutor. 

A number of you are seemingly tired 
with some arguments between you, more 
homework not being completed than 
usual, as well as other disruptions. 
You need to ensure you have a rest 
over the half-term and do what you 
should be doing when you return 
afterwards. I also want you to think 
about your behaviour when out of 
school as you are representatives of 
the school, and your family, when you 
are in public. Ensure you are behaving 
respectfully and appropriately at all 
times. 

Hope you have a good half-term. 

The great Turing House,
Congratulations to the following 
students who have been awarded 
positive points this week! 
Year 7- Deacon Jenkins
Year 8- Lauren Cook
Year 9- Elijah Chrtiste Clarke 
Year 10- Rakeeza Aslam
Year 11- Alex Samboer-Pitter 

Have a great weekend,
Ms Harvey   

WHITTAKER, Saskia
RICHARDS-KEIRLE, Kiera
POPE, Leo
ORMISTON, Sacha Leimanis
ONYEKA, Isaac
OFORI ABOAGYE, Kathlyn
ODUBANJO, Ifeoluwa
LOPES, Beatriz
LOHANATHAN, Tharsatheepa
FELLOUH, Adam
DENNINGER, Gael
CARVALL, Mia
BROWN, Sinead
AHMED, Danyal
ADDO, Fatima
ABUBAKAR, Farnaz
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Congratulations to the following 
pupils, in Dickens House, for 
achieving 100% attendance so far this 
year.
POPE, Leo
PIEDADE, Troy
PIEDADE, Teon
OFORI ABOAGYE, Kathlyn
HARDING, Jasmine

Congratulations to the following pupils, 
in Dickens House, for upholding the 6 
pillars this week:
Jakub Zlotek for Commitment in English 
Sky Elizabeth Ryan for Good Effort in 
English 
T’Leah Wallen for Enthusiasm and Team Work 
in Physical Education         
Joshua Dowsing-Reynolds for Good Effort in 
Art               
Jasmine Harding for Community in Science          
Jeiel Oakley for 8 Good Effort in 
Mathematics    
Ashia Abeberese for Good Effort in Art 

COYLE, Shania
AL-YASIRI, Maan
AHMED, Danyal
ABEBERESE, Ashia

Saturday is Valentine’s Day, which is 
a nice way to start off the Half Term 
break. Here are a few quick notes on 
the origins of Valentine’s Day.
Saint Valentine’s Day, also known 
as Valentine’s Day or the Feast 
of Saint Valentine, is a holiday 
observed on February 14 each year. 
It is celebrated in many countries 
around the world, although it is not a 
national holiday in most of them.
St. Valentine’s Day began as a 
celebration for one or more early 
Christian saints named Valentinus. 
Several martyrdom stories were 
invented for the various Valentines 
that belonged to February 14, and 
added to later martyrologies.
 
The day was first associated with 
romantic love in the circle of 
Geoffrey Chaucer in the High Middle 
Ages, when the tradition of courtly 
love flourished. In 18th-century 
England it evolved into an occasion 
in which lovers expressed their 
love for each other by presenting 
flowers, offering confectionery, 
and sending greeting cards (known 
as “valentines”). In Europe, Saint 
Valentine’s Keys are given to 
lovers “as a romantic symbol and 
an invitation to unlock the giver’s 
heart”. They are also given to 
children, in order to ward off Saint 
Valentine’s Malady. Valentine’s Day 
symbols that are used today include 
the heart-shaped outline, doves, 
and the figure of the winged Cupid. 
Since the 19th century, handwritten 
valentines have given way to mass-
produced greeting cards.

Please remember to check the many 
revision classes that are taking place 
over the holidays.  Have a good break!

D. Glyn-Year 9.

The theme of the week was Commitment, 
hopefully the following quotes 
will inspire you to commit to your 
education and reach your potential:

Education is a shared commitment 
between dedicated teachers, motivated 
students and enthusiastic parents with 
high expectations.
Bob Beauprez 

The relationship between commitment 
and doubt is by no means an 
antagonistic one. Commitment is 
healthiest when it’s not without doubt 
but in spite of doubt.
Rollo May

Unless commitment is made, there are 
only promises and hopes... but no 
plans.
Peter Drucker

Commitment



School Announcements

A topical 
item will 
be selected 
from our 
global, 
national 
or local 
community 
and tutors 
will lead 
their 
groups in 
an age 
appropriate 
discussion.

Stimulate 
and 
formalise 
topical 
discussion.

Build 
confidence 
and Improve 
student oacy 
skills

students are expected 
to:
- Listen actively
- Use standard English 
and full sentences
- Take turns
- Think before you 
speak
- Respond by building 
on and/or 
challenging the 
views of others (use 
sentence stem support 
cards)
- Speak audibly

Session 
Outline

Purpose Student Expectations

Next week’s topic: The Ukrainian Crisis: 
Should the West arm Ukraine?

Moscow has hit out at calls for the West 
to arm Ukraine in the fight against 
rebels in the east of the country, 
saying it would be seen as an attempt to 
destabilise the situation. The 10-month 
conflict in the Ukraine has already cost 
more than 5300 lives.

Why do we do 

homework?

At ARK Putney Academy we believe 
that homework forms an essential 
part of student learning.
Regular practise at home supports 
mastery; development of study 
skills improves achievement and the 
commitment and organisation required 
develops independence for success at 
school and beyond. 

Useful links for more information:
Sky News: http://news.sky.com/sto-
ry/1424732/dont-arm-ukraine-russia-
tells-the-west
BBC News:http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-
politics-31360841

Stay on top of your homework 
this half term and become an 

independent learner

Use your planner properly:
Transfer your HW timetable into your 
weekly pages so you know what you 
will get each day.
Write the day the HW is due and 
prioritise accordingly. 

Be organised:
Look at the HW more than 24hours 
before it’s due (SMHW helps you 
prioritise according to deadlines: 
read the task outline and look at 
any resources loaded on SMHW.)
If you’re unsure about something 
find your teacher ahead of time and 
ask them.
Check your timetable and put work in 
your bag the night before. 

Give yourself time and space: 
Force yourself to turn off your TV 
and put your phone out of reach so 
you’re not tempted to get into chats 
on whatsapp or FB messenger.
Set yourself  time goals and breaks 
to support your pace e.g. “I’m going 
to work from 5 -6.30pm on this 
History essay– then I’ll watch Made 
In Chelsea. After that I’ll work for 
an hour on Maths. Then I’ll redraft 
my history.”

Being a successful student 
takes effort, enthusiasm, 
independence and above all 

commitment! 



 On Thursday 5th March 2015 
APA will be celebrating 

 World Book Day!

We’ve got…
World Book Day Vouchers!

The ‘Whose Shelfie are You?’ 
competition!

A KS3 ‘Design a Bookmark’ 
competition!

AND Fancy Dress for Year 7!



E-safety & Cyber bullying
Lots of parents are worried about 
how and when to introduce their 
child safely to smartphones and 
tablets. Social networking and 
the internet, play a big part 
inchildren falling victim to cyber 
bullying, scams and harassment 
from others. With children as 
young as 8 regularly being given 
expensive devices as afashion 
accessory, surely there should be 
something in place to protect and 
educate them in the dangers of the 
internet. Ark Putney Academy and 
the PTA are working closely to 
introduce new technology that will 
protect and give peace of mind to 
those that need it. By installing 
a simple free app onto the device 
and creating an online account, 
you will have instant peace of 
mind that your childcan use their 
phone the way that it is intended - 
safely !
Get in touch with us or go to www.
mobileguardian.com for details.
The service is exclusively free for 
APA with the voucher code ARK30250

Easy Money
If you shop online, you can help 
raise vital funds for the school 
by going to www.easyfundraising.
org. All you need to do is create 
an account and use it just like you 
would use google. Easyfundraising 
notes where you are shopping 
and sends a percentage of your 
total spend back to the nominated 
organisation such as Ark Putney 
Academy at no cost to you ! £27.73 
has been raised so far by just a 
few people and we want your help 
to raise more this year. There are 
lots of big names associated with 
the scheme like Amazon, Ebay and 
M&S. What’s more it doesn’t cost 
you a penny !!! All money raised 
will go back to the school and 
the PTA pledges to ensure that 
this money is used to benefit the 
students directly. Please sign up 
today and if you need any help or 
advice, please contact the PTA. Unwanted School Uniform 

Do you have any old APA school 
uniform lying around that no longer 
fits?
We are now accepting donations via 
school reception.
Please ensure that all donations 
are clean, in good condition and 
bagged
for the attention of the PTA.

Get in touch!
Email:pta@arkputneyacademy.org

Twitter:@apapta



Safer Internet Day

The World Wide Web has produced many 
great things since it was developed by 
Tim Berners-Lee in 1990. It allows us to 
contact people on the other side of the 
world, buy all our shopping, and keep in 
touch with current affairs without even 
needing to get out of bed.

In more recent 
years the 
development of 
social media 
has allowed us 
to document our 
daily lives at 
the touch of a 
button. Facebook 
phenomenons such as 
the ALS Ice Bucket 
Challenge have 
raised millions 
of pounds for 

The internet has changed the face of 
modern society forever, and with its 
benefits it also has problems. Social 
media and online chatrooms are largely 
unpoliced and the lack of security 
surrounding the use of these tools by 
young people has led to the rise of cyber 
bulling, commonly known as “trolling.”

charity and spread awareness for important 
causes. The rise blogging has also created 

A troll is someone 
who uses internet 
anonymity to post 
inflammatory, 
upsetting or 
offensive messages in 
an online community, 
such as a forum, chat 
room, or blog, with 
the primary intent 
of provoking readers 

Trolling and cyber bullying are cowardly 
acts and they cause people real harm. A 
Survey of UK teens showed that whilst 2 

• Make sure you use the privacy settings.
• Always respect others – be careful what 
you say online.
• Be careful what pictures or videos you 
upload. Once a picture is shared online it 
cannot be taken back.
• Only add people you know and trust - do 
not share your personal information with 
strangers.
• Keep your password to yourself and 
change it regularly.
• Do not retaliate or reply to offending 
e-mails, text messages or online 
conversations.
• Save the evidence. Always keep a copy 
or screen grab of offensive messages or 
conversations to pass on to an adult.
• Make sure you tell an adult you trust 
or call a helpline like Childline on 0800 
1111 in confidence.
• Block the bully – learn how to block 
or report someone who is behaving badly. 
Most social media services and other sites 
have a button you can click on to report 
bullying. Doing this can prevent a bully 
from targeting you and others in the 
future. Many services take bullying
seriously and will either warn the 
individual or eliminate his or her 
account.

Be Cyber Safe! - Don’t 
feed the trolls!

in 3 have experienced trolling or online 
bullying, less than half of these people 
would tell an adult or contact the relveant 
social media site. Below are some tips on 
how to protect yourself online.

a new generation of 
online stars such as 
fashion and beauty 
vlogger Zoella. 
While instagram 
allows us to keep 
up to date with 
the every movement 
of our favourite 
celebrities.

Safer Internet Day, which was this Tuesday, 10th February – is co-
ordinated by the UK’s Safer Internet Centre and brings together hundreds 
of organisations to help promote the safe, responsible and positive use of 
digital technology for children and young people.

into an emotional response. 

This week let’s all post only positive 
things on social media and make sure our 
contribution makes the internet a better 
place to be! If you feel someone is having 
a bad day or not feeling so good about 
themselves, try sending them a positive 
message or 
#inspirationalquote 
to make them feel 
a bit better! 
Remember, community 
is one of Ark 
Putney Academy’s 
six pillars, and 
this means online 
as well as in 
school!



THE CULTURE CORNER
La chanson de la semaine - The song of 

the weekNelly Furtado 
- Manos Al 

Aire

La pelicula de la semana - Book of the 
week

El Americano 

Cuco is a Mexican 
boy parrot that 
would rather 
imitate the crazy 
stunts of his TV 
super-parrot hero, 
El Americano, 
than help with 
his chores at 
the family bird 
circus. Yet when 
a gang of bully 
birds threatens 
his ringmaster 

souris

Mouse ratón

La Palabra de la semana - Word of 
the week

We always need more student answers 
for 5,4,3,2,1! So get thinking and 
hand them in to your tutors or Miss 
Rowe in B15

Scan the QR code to watch the 
video!

ποντίκι

5,4,3,2,1

5 people dead or alive that you would 
have at your dream dinner party:
My mum, my dad, my brother, my sister 
and my nan.

4 books or films that you’ll never 
forget:
Diary of a Wimpy Kid, Despicable Me,Mr 
Stink, Mean Girls 

3 courses you’d choose for your last 
meal:
Chicken Soup
Lamb with Potatoes
Chocolate Cake

2. Locations in the world you’d love 
to visit
Australia and India

This week 
answering 
5,4,3,2,1 we have 
Miracle Omokaro-
Morgan, from 7MEV.

1. Day of your life you’ll never 
forget:
When I came to England.

father and takes over the circus, Cuco 
sets off on a hilarious and perilous 
journey to Hollywood to enlist his 
hero in his fight, only to discover 
the true hero within himself.



££ Take Note ££... 
Answers

Let’s get Quizzical

How well do you know your 
House? Dickens

Answers

Elizabeth Fry
Born in 1780, Elizabeth 
Fry was England’s first 
female prison reformer. 
she visited prisons and 
campaigned for better 
conditions. 

Adam Smith
Smith was a Scottish 
philosopher and 
economist best known for 
his hugely influential 
book “The Wealth of 
Nations.”

Charles Darwin
Darwin was a British 
scientist who came 
up with the theory of 
evolution and laid the 
foundations for how we 
now think about the 
natural world.

Which of these did Charles Dickens NOT 
write?
A) Bleak House
B) Macbeth
C) A Christmas Carol
D) David Copperfield
Finish this iconic from Oliver Twist.
“Please sir, I want some...
A) eggs
B) more
C) water
D) chocolate hobnobs

In the book, Oliver meets a boy called 
Jack Dawkins. What is Jack’s nickname?
A) Fagin
B) Nancy
C) Artful Dodger
D) Jack the lad
Charles Dickens Died in 1870, where 
was he buried?
A) Westminster Abbey
B) Hyde Park
C) St. Paul’s Cathedral
D) His ashes were scattered at sea

Matthew Boulton & James 
Watt

Boulton was an English 
manufacturer and Watt a 
Scottish engineer. The two 
men played a major role in the Industrial 
Revolution and became one of the largest 
producers of steam engines in the 19th 
century.

How well do you know your 
House? Turing

Where did Alan Turing carry out his work 
during WW2?
A) Buckingham Palace
B) Bletchley Park
C) St James’s Park
D)The British Library

What was the name of code breaking machine 
designed by Turing in 1939, based on 
Polish ideas?
A) Cipher
B) Bombe
C) Enigma
D) Computer

Which honour did Turing receive in 1945?
A) OBE
B) MBE
C) Knighthood
D) CBBC

In which year was Alan Turing born?
A) 1900
B) 1910
C) 1912
D) 1920

What’s love got to do 
with it?

1. Who was the Greek goddess of love?

2. What was the name of the first 
woman in space?

3. Who abolished St Valentine’s 
Day, Hogmanay and Halloween as 
being altogether too frivolous and 
irreligious?

4. What is the name of the leader of 
the Chicago gangsters responsible for 
the St Valentines Day Massacre in 
1929?

5. Which Scottish poet wrote
O my Luve’s like a red, red rose, 
That’s newly sprung in June: 
O my Luve’s like the melodie, 
That’s sweetly play’d in tune. 

Do you know the answer to any of 
these love related trivia questions?



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheizy Ru Karate sessions are being held at Granard School 

for children aged 8-11. Sessions take place at 5.30-6.30pm 

and cost £6.50. These lessons are open to any children from 

local schools. 

Email Sharon Broaster on 

finance@granard.wandsworth.sch.uk for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

AJ Dance and Cheer are running a holiday programme this February at 

Granard Primary School, Cortis Road (near Putney Heath) 

 

The Academy will run from 10.30-2.30pm and will be for children aged 5 – 13years. 

 

Starts Monday 16th Feb – Friday 20th Feb 2014 and costs £10/day 

 

The camp is a great way to get children involved in an exciting, fun and active 

experience for their half term breaks. If you would like to enrol or have any 

questions please call 07828455568/07540145516 or email contact@ajcheer.co.uk 

 

 

Activities are provided in partnership with the schools in Roehampton and Putney. For more information email 

Mark Evans, Extended School Coordinator on m.evans@arkputneyacademy.org 

Mondays: Street Dance, 4.30-5.15pm (all classes the same time apart from Saturdays), Wednesdays: Ballet,Fridays: 

Gymnastics, Saturdays: Ballet, Gymnastics and Cheerleading. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extended Schools News 

 

It’s been a busy year for the Extended 

Schools Service. We are operating in 13 

local schools and running a number of 

fun and educational projects. 

Coming soon: 

Indoor Sportshall Athletics – Heathmere and 

Granard year 4 students visit ARK Putney 

Academy on the 26
th

 February to battle it out 

in an Indoor Sporthall Athletics competition! 

 

 

 

 

Activate: The Alton and Heathmere year 5 

students will be visiting APA for three 

afterschool sessions where they will conduct 

a Science experiment, make a play in Drama 

and take part in PE! 

The Enterprise project and the Summer 

Sports Academy will take place in June! 

Primary School Reading Project 

with ARK Putney Academy: 

Twenty nine ARK Putney Academy sixth form students 

took part in this year’s reading project. For 10 weeks the 

APA students visited primary schools to help students 

with their reading.  

This is a fantastic project as both sets of students gain so 

much from it. 

One primary school Headteacher said that the project was 

a great success because the ‘APA students engaged so well 

with our pupils and our students really benefitted from 

having someone to read to’. 

A Headteacher from another school said that the children 

really benefited from having positive male role models. 

Having students come in enthusiastically and give them 

time showed the children how valuable reading was. The 

kids loved being praised and impressing someone new!   

However, it wasn’t just the primary school students who 

enjoyed and benefitted from the project. One APA student 

commented that ‘the first couple of weeks the kids were 

quite shy but towards the end of the project they had this 

big smile on their faces when they saw me which made it 

so much fun. I’d definitely recommend it to people.’ 

 

 

 

Roehampton and Putney 

Student Parliament: 

The schools in Putney and Roehampton 

established a Student Parliament in 2013. 

The group, who is now in its 3
rd

 year, is made 

of two year 6 representatives from each 

Primary School. The group meets once a term 

at ARK Putney Academy to discuss issues in 

the local area and to bring about positive 

change! (pictures above). 

This year the group have asked their 

Headteachers if they can shadow them for 

the day. This will give the students an 

insider’s view of what it is like to be a 

‘decision maker’ for the day. This is due to 

take place the week beginning the 9
th

 March. 

 

 



Making Our Voices Heard
A free conference involving young people aged 14-25 with 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities, Parents, Carers and Profes-
sionals.

We will be sharing young people’s ideas on how to 
involve them in preparing for their future.

March 3rd, Tuesday, 2015
Wandsworth Town Hall, Civic Suite

Schedule:
9:30 - Information Stalls, Arrival & Refreshments

10:30 - Registration

11:00 - Introduction to the day - aims and aspirations

11:15 - Presentations by Students from Wandsworth Schools

12:15 - Buffet lunch, provided by Share

13:00 - Baked Bean Drama - A Road to Transition

13:20 - Input from the Wandsworth Information, Advice and Support Service 
Contact A Family, Independent Supporters and Wandsworth Youth Forum

13:50 - Voiceability: Understanding the Mental Capacity Act 

14:15 - Q&A Summary by Linda Jordan (National Development Team for Inclusion) 
& Thomasz Stefanski (George Shearing Youth Club)

14:30 - Close

Please book by contacting:
playservices@wandsworth.gov.uk
020 8871 8866


