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Students 
of the 
week

Dear all 

We now have two weeks before 
everyone in years 7-10 start 
their final exams. Next week 
staff should be telling you 
what you need to revise for 
your tests and give you some 
guidance on how to revise. We 
are also sending you home an 
examination timetable. All 
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exams are due to take place 
in the sports hall and your 
head of year will be giving 
you more details next week. 
After this point we will then 
start to look forward to the 
end of term. We have a number 
of events lined up for you 
including sports day and an 
activity day. In addition to 
this we have are having a 
summer fair which is detailed 
in this newsletter. Finally we 
have our trips day with Year 
7 having the opportunity to go 
to France and Years 8, 9 and 
10 taking a trip to the south 
coast to Butlin’s.  However, 
remember this is at the end of 
term and there is still plenty 
of work to do in the meantime 
to ensure that you get the best 
possible grades in your final 
exams. Have a good weekend and 
enjoy the sunshine. 

Word of 
the Week

Habitual

Meaning: doing 
something 

constantly or 
regularly. 

He is a habitual 
late sleeper

Her habitual dress 
was trainers. 

Synonyms:
Continual
Perpetual
Repeated 
Accepted 

This week our resident chess champion Guilhem 
Denninger from 9KEM was spotted simultaneously 
wiping the floor with Mr Bailey at chess 
and having a casual game with Mr Marshall 
on the side. Thanks to Mr Kyriacou for the 
photograph! If you want to show Mr Bailey and 
Mr Marshall who’s boss of the board don’t 
forget to come to chess club Monday - Thursday 
lunchtime!

no photo 
available

Spotted at APA this 
week...
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I have seen some excellent acts of 
kindness around our academy this week 
and the kindness box is starting to 
fill up!

A special thank you:
To Shona and Max from Miss Gray for 
always saying please and thank you. 
To Ibrahim from Mr Evans for offering 
to teach other students how to bowl.
To Emil for looking out for people 
who he thought were hurt during the 
cricket game.
To Kiron from Miss Brimacombe for 
holding the door open for her.

See- these little acts are recognised 
and can really cheer someone up!

I am looking forward to reading many 
more out in our next assembly! Please 
remember, it is not only teachers 
and support staff ;looking out for 
kindness, you too can write a special 
thank you! Just see Miss Sparrowhawk 
in the library for a Kindness card!

Your exams are coming up very shortly- 
remember what I said about Talent & 
Hard work in battle? HARDWORK wins 
every time! 

To the great Turing,

We have our House assembly next week 
where I will be sharing some special 
dates and events with you all. 
Congratulations to the following 
Turing students who have 100% 
attendance- I will be rewarding the 
top attenders very soon! 

Sacha Orminston, Sinead Brown, Shakira 
Brown- WELL DONE!

Have a wonderful weekend.

Ms Harvey
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Following on from our assembly 
regarding your data and the 
upcoming end of year exams I would 
like you all to ensure that you use 
the progress packs very carefully 
to reflect on your strengths and 
areas for development. There are 
two approaches you can take to your 
education in general:

1. Passive – wait to be given 
instructions by teachers and only 
think about your classwork when you 
are in that particular lesson
2. Pro-active – explore learning 
beyond the classroom and find out 
about topics after your lesson, 
ask the teacher for help on how to 
improve and what you can do to make 
excellent progress

Needless to say the pro-active 
approach will be the one that 
helps you succeed and helps to 
get you ahead. The person that 
best knows what they need to do is 
yourself. As teachers we give you 
the tools but as students you are 
the ones that need to grab those 
tools and make your aspirations a 
reality. Make yourselves a revision 
timetable, reflect on your data 
and targets, talk to and encourage 
your friends, ask your teachers 
how you can improve. Above all 
give yourself the best chance you 
possibly can to succeed and be 
proud of yourselves.
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Afternoon all. 

A massive congratulations to the 
three remaining students with 100% 
attendance: Robyn Smart, Dirie 
Hirsi and Shakira Brown. It is 
also great to see so many 96%+ 
attendees: Alea, Anna-Ruth, Troy, 
Lynn-Esther, Shai, Kenny, Eleesher, 
Jimena, Abu, Daisy, Jamal, Jordan, 
Isabelle, Saphyrra, Cameron, Simon, 
Rhys, Shania, Duejon, Brenda, 
Valeria, Jasmine, and Lauren. Thank 
you as well to the 20 students who 
joined Dr Stanley and I at Nando’s 
on Tuesday afternoon: it was a 
pleasure to see you representing 
your school so wonderfully in 
public. To those falling around 90% 
attendance still for the odd day 
off – please remember that if that 
pattern continues then you will 
miss a full half a year of your 
education by the time you reach 
your GCSEs. If you are missing that 
much, then there is very little 
chance you will meet your true full 
potential. 

Congratulations to Dirie, Daniaal 
and Rhys again for representing 
the year group at the Cricket 
finals at Lord’s on Tuesday as 
well. They played with courage and 
determination and deserved to come 
much higher in the tournament. 
Well done to this week’s student 
of the week as well: Jordan Ruby, 
for his improved behaviour, 
improved completion of homework 
and commitment to progressing all 
round. 

Next week is Year 8 Parents’ 
Evening and I expect to see you 
all there where you will receive, 
I’m sure, a range of wonderful 
and detailed comments on your 
progress over the whole school. 
Don’t forget to book appointments 
with your subjects teachers so your 
parents do not have to wait around 
unnecessarily. 

And finally to Turner House. 
Congratulations to the Year 7 and 8 
who won their first House dodgeball 
match on Tuesday: Louis B, Lewis 
B, Micah, Mark, Romello, Jamal, 
Luke M and to Amari for organising 
the team. Let’s hope the winning 
continues next week and the week 
after. It puts us in great stead 
for the Sports day as well, which I 
strongly expect us to win! And to 
those who love charity – the school 
Summer Fayre will run on the 8th 
July where there will be a range 
of activities for you to join in -  
please come to me if you would like 
to help run a stall/activity for 
the community spirit, points and 
potential rewards. 

Hope you have wonderfully sunny 
weekend. 



In KS3 some of the students have been 
examining ‘The Industrial Revolution’ 
and child labour. Some of the working 
conditions and hours worked by 
children were absolutely shocking and 
obviously today, it is unbelievable to 
think that this could have happened. 
Ms Harvey gave me this poem which we 
have discussed in class and I thought 
I would share with you about ‘A Little 
Chimney Sweep’ by David Harris. We 
found it very sad thinking about this 
poor little boy and his life.

‘A Little Chimney Sweep’
Back in the 1800s
In a large city in England
There lived a seven year old boy
And I will call him Tarn.
His hair was matted with soot,
his face and hands were black.
His clothes were old and cast offs
And didn’t fit too well.
His trousers had holes in the knees
And the elbows of his shirt were gone. 
His skin was black from head to foot
from climbing chimneys
each and every day.
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He could work sometimes sixteen hours 
before he finished for the day.
He never got educated,
nor did he play with friends.
He had no childhood
for as soon as he was old enough
to walk and climb out to work he had 
to go
to earn money to be fed.
There were no luxuries that we enjoy 
today.
Every day you worked from dawn to 
dusk.
He didn’t smile or laugh,
just scampered up and down chimneys 
to clean the soot away. 
On one fateful day he found himself
wedged and couldn’t move. 
No one heard his cries,
Or if they did, they just ignored 
them.
Day after day he struggled to get 
free
and all the time getting weaker and 
weaker.
He was soon forgotten about
And slowly his life expired.
He must have died in agony 
more than most of us will ever 
know.
His body lay there for over 100 
years
before it was discovered by 
accident
When they renovated that old house.

David Harris

On a brighter note, please read the 
notices about the School Fair on 
the 8th July. If anyone would like 
to help with cooking or the cake 
stall that Brunel will be running 
please let me know, or if you would 
like to help with any of the other 
stalls.
Thanks also to all the Brunel 
students who took part in the 
Dodgeball.

Have a great weekend.

D. Glyn



School Announcements
This term we’ve been taking 
part in our tutor time :  

Session 
Outline

Purpose Student 
Expectations

A topical 
item will 
be selected 
from our 
global, 
national 
or local 
community 
and tutors 
will lead 
their groups 
in an age 
appropriate 
discussion.

Stimulate 
and 
formalise 
topical 
discussion.

Build 
confidence 
and Improve 
student 
oracy 
skills

students are 
expected to:
- Listen 
actively
- Use standard 
English and 
full sentences
- Take turns
- Think before 
you speak
- Respond 
by building 
on and/or 
challenging 
the views of 
others (use 
sentence stem 
support cards)
- Speak 
audibly

This week: Should homework be 
banned?
This maybe a controversial debate, 
but a debate worth having as 
for homework to have any value, 
teachers, students and parents need 
to be on side. 

Useful link: http://www.education.
com/magazine/article/The_Homework_
Debate/

“Hardman Hayden”
“Harvey tHe Hammer”

“Furious Foss”
“Krazy Kyriacou”

“danger duFFy”
“PsycHo singleton”

“Barmy BrimacomBe”
“Wild West WHite”

“BloodtHirsty BortHWicK”
“roundHouse ricHards”

“madman murPHy”
“daredevil davison” 

“tHe terriBle triad” - mr HumPHreys and tHe 
site staFF

“HotWire Harris - tHe reBel recePtionist”

**calling all sHeriFFs**
tHere are a numBer oF outlaWs on tHe loose in 
aPa and We need tHem BrougHt to justice
on Wednesday 8tH oF july at tHe aPa summer 
Fair We are going to Put tHe most Wanted 
outlaW in tHe stocKs. 

50P For 3 tHroWs
5 For £1

it costs 10 P to vote For tHe teacHer you 
Want to see get sPonged. tHe 5 teacHers 
WitH tHe most votes Will Face tHe stocKs. 
tHe teacHers you Have to cHoose From 
are...



Sport Announcements
the ball for going for 6! We 
restricted them to 31 runs – by far 
their lowest total of the day. 

Unfortunately they also bowled 
very well and we couldn’t quite 
match them with the bat. Daniaal 
Akram deserves special mention for 
scoring 15 off his last over in 
an attempt to get us the victory. 
Our team played brilliantly and 
should be very proud of themselves. 
The team we narrowly lost to 
from Haringey went on to win the 
Tournament. 

Well done to the team. 
Daniaal, Dirie, Rhys, Tyler, 
Joseph, Ibrahim, Brandon and 
Jaydon.

Mr Evans

London Youth Sport Indoor 
Cricket Finals at Lords

The year 7 & 8 cricket team 
attended the London Indoor Cricket 
tournament at Lords on Tuesday 9th 
June. 14 teams qualified for the 
finals by winning their Borough 
tournament and so the tournament 
was set to be very competitive. The 
Lords Indoor School was a fantastic 
location for the event and the team 
really enjoyed the environment. 
Unfortunately we lost our first 
game against a team of similar 
ability to us and that meant we 
needed to win our two remaining 
games to stay in the tournament. 

In our second game we played 
against a familiar opponent, Harris 
Academy Peckham, who we played in 
the South London tournament. Our 
team played brilliantly and beat 
Harris Academy Peckham by over 50 
runs! A huge winning margin. 

This left us needing one more 
victory to progress to the semi 
finals. We played against a school 
from Haringey who came 2nd last 
year so it wasn’t going to be 
easy. Our bowling was superb, with 
fantastic spells from Dirie, Tyler 
and Brandon. Joseph and Tyler also 
held two outrageous catches on the 
boundary, with the latter stopping 

Dodgeball started this week and the 
first results are in!
Year 7 & 8:
Brunel beat Turing
Turner beat Dickens
Turing beat Dickens

Dodgeball

Cricket fixtures coming up
Kingston Outdoor Competition: 
Thursday 11th June
Yr 7&8 v Chelsea Academy – Tuesday 
16th June
Yr 9&10 v Chelsea Academy – Tuesday 
16th June
Staff Match v Chelsea Academy - 
Thursday 2nd July



...Thank a teacher today
Today (12th June) is Thank a Teacher Day 

This is a fantastic opportunity to thank your teachers for all the 
hard work they do for you... especially those of you who have had help 

revising for your exams!

You can write a message to your teacher and put it on twitter or 
choose a positive picture and post it to instagram with the hashtag 

#ThankATeacher

Make sure if you post a message to twitter you tag @ARKPutney so 
we can see all the kind things you have to say.

Even better, students and parents can submit a message thanking 
their teachers online  at  hwww.pearsonteachingawards.com– This will 

count as a nomination for next year’s Pearson Teaching Awards. 

While these messages can be submitted all year round, ‘Thank a 
teacher day’ is a fantastic opportunity to  say a big thank you to all 

the teachers who work hard to help you throughout school and give 
you the opportunities you deserve!

if you can read this... 
#ThankATeacher



Get in touch!
Email:pta@arkputneyacademy.org

Twitter:@apapta

Internet Safety
Lots of parents are worried about 
how and when to introduce their child 
safely to smartphones and tablets. Ark 
Putney Academy and the PTA are working 
closely to introduce new technology 
that will protect those that need it. 
By installing a simple free app onto 
the device and creating an online 
account, you will have instant peace 
of mind that your child can use their 
phone the way that it is
intended - safely !
Get in touch with us or go to www.
mobileguardian.com for details.
For a limited time, the service is 
exclusively free for APA with the 
voucher code: ARK30250

Do You Shop Online?
If you shop online, you can help raise 
vital funds for the school by going 
to www.easyfundraising.org.  All you 
need to do is create an account and 
use it just like you would use google. 
Easyfundraising notes where you are 
shopping and
sends a percentage of your total spend 
back to the nominated organisation 
such as Ark Putney Academy at no cost 
to you ! £56.13 has been raised so far 
by just a few people and we want your 
help to raise more this year. There 
are lots of big names associated with 
the scheme like Amazon and Ebay.
You can even use it to do your weekly 
shop or book a holiday !
What’s more it doesn’t cost you a 
penny!
All money raised will go back to the 
school and the PTA pledges to ensure 
that this money is used to benefit 
the students directly. Please sign up 
today and if
you need any help or advice, please 
contact the PTA.

At what cost?
A new report by the Children’s Society 
called “At What Cost”, suggests that 
lots of
parents in the U.K struggle to pay for 
school uniform. The average annual 
cost of purchasing official school 
uniform is reported to be £159 per 
year including P.E kit.
The PTA would like to introduce a 
recycling scheme where uniform can 
be made available for purchase at 
affordable rates, but to do this we 
need your help!
We are now accepting donations of APA 
uniform via reception.
Please ensure that all donations are 

Summer Fair
We are pleased to announce that 
this years Summer Fair will take 
place on the 8th July at 2pm. 
Please get in touch by email pta@
arkputneyacademy.org or come to 
our next meeting on Wednesday 10th 
June in the library at 6pm if you 
can help us to make this a great 
occasion.



THE CULTURE CORNER
Chanson de la semaine - Song of the 

week

Mika - Elle Me Dit  

éléphant
elephant

elefante

La Palabra de la semana - Word of 
the week

Scan the QR code to watch the 
video!

ελέφαντας

5,4,3,2,1

5 people dead or alive 
that you would have at 
your dream dinner party: 
My mum, my dad, my 
brother, my cousins

4 books or films that you’ll never 
forget:
Titanic, The Notebook, Harry Potter, 
The Fault in our Stars
3 courses you’d choose for your last 
meal: 
Macaroni cheese
Pizza
Roast Chicken

This week answering 
5,4,3,2,1 we have Shay 
from 10ESI

This week’s topic: Celebrities in 
the public eye: Madonna’s Fall and 
Harrison’s crash

La pelicula de la semana - Film of 
the week

The plot of 
the  film 
revolves around 
a grandfather 
telling his 
grandchildren 
the story of 
Maki, a young 
boy who escapes 
from slave 
traders. He has 
a whirlwind 
adventure 
whgich takes 
him from 
Africa to Paris. Along the trials 
and tribulations of his journey 
he befriends a giraffe (the title 
character), crosses the desert and 
meets a pirate. 

2 Locations in the world you’d love to 
visit: 
Dubai and Paris

1 Day of your life you’ll never forget: 
I never forget any of my family’s 
birthdays.

Zarafa 

Scan the QR code to 
watch the video!



Let’s get Quizzical
Miss Sporty
Answers

Why is this image so 
controversial?

A) It shows the first ever 
female marathon runner being 
challenged by race organisers
B) It shows the first ever 
female marathon runner 
struggling with the course 
and being helped along by her 
fellow competitors
C) It shows an irate father 
trying to stop his daughter 
competing

In 1967, Yorkshire housewife 
Beryl Burton set a cycling 
record which still stands 
-what is the record?
A) The women’s 12-hour record
B) The women’s 24-hour record
C) The record for the highest 
altitude cycle

“She could make a donkey do 
anything.” Which athlete’s 
proud mum said that of 
her daughter’s London 2012 
experience?
A) Sophie Christiansen
B) Zara Phillips
C) Charlotte Dujardin

The US Open was the first 
Grand Slam tennis tournament 
to pay equal prize money but 
in which year did they do 
this?
A) 1973
B) 1985
C) 2001

Which word means any phase in history?
A) Antiquity
B) Event
C) Period
D) Spell

The facts to back up an idea are called 
what?
A) Correspondence
B) Eminence
C) Evidence
D) Provenance

Evidence that is one-sided or unfair is 
said to be ...
A) Ballasted
B) Biased
C) Doctored
D) Fixed

What means ‘looking at something from an-
other person’s viewpoint’?
A) Empathy
B) Empiricism
C) Entropy
D) Telepathy

What is chronology?
A) A collection of historical writings
B) Digging up ancient objects
C) Events before 1066
D) The correct order of events over time

What is the best definition of a historical 
source?
A) Documents that are extremely old
B) Solidified ketchup found among Viking 
remains
C) Something providing useful evidence 
about the past
D) Things that have been written down

The term ‘primary source’ means what?
A) From the time being studied
B) The least important source
C) Written by a young child
D) Written sources only

History Quiz
How finely tuned are your history skills. 
Can you answer these questions on the study 
of history?



Summer  Fair
choose from a range 
of great games and 
activities...
Splat the rat
beat the goalie
hook-a-duck
frog hoopla
tin can alley
Trampolining
Indoor cricket batting 
practise

Or treat yourself...
Nail bar
face painting

And if your parched or 
peckish...
barbecue
fruit cocktail bar
homemade cakes and  
biscuits
Ice  cream
Sweets

SPEcial event
shoot a sponge - staff in 
the stocks

Wednesday 8th July 2pm - 5pm 
Ark Putney Academy Pullman Gardens SW15 3DG



Wanted
**calling all sHeriFFs**

tHere are a numBer oF outlaWs on tHe loose in aPa... 
Please KeeP an eye out around tHe scHool For Wanted 

Posters

on Wednesday 8tH oF july at tHe aPa summer Fair We 
are Will Bring tHe most Wanted outlaWs to justice

as tHeir PunisHment tHey Will Be Placed in tHe 
stocKs and students Will Have tHe oPPortunity to 

tHroW Wet sPonges at tHem
50P For 3 tHroWs

5 For £1

it costs 10P to vote For tHe teacHer you Want to see 
get sPonged. tHe 5 teacHers WitH tHe most votes Will 
Face tHe stocKs. tHe teacHers you Have to cHoose 
From are...

“Hardman Hayden”
“Harvey tHe Hammer”

“Furious Foss”
“Krazy Kyriacou”

“danger duFFy”
“PsycHo singleton”

“Barmy BrimacomBe”
“Wild West WHite”

“BloodtHirsty BortHWicK”
“roundHouse ricHards”

“madman murPHy”
“daredevil davison” 

“tHe terriBle triad” - mr HumPHreys and tHe site staFF
“HotWire Harris - tHe reBel recePtionist”

Please see miss roWe in B15 to cast your 
votes


