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Dear students 

I have spent a considerable 
amount of time this week 
walking around the academy 
during lesson times and 
overall I have been impressed 
by how engaged APA students 
are in their learning and how 
well you are getting along 
with your teachers. This week 
I have seen excellent learning 
in Year 7 English who are 
studying ‘ A Midsummer’s 
Night Dream’,   fantastic 
coursework being produced in 
catering, experiments being 
completed in year 11 science 
and engaged students in 
French. It was also a pleasure 
to see the sixth form listen so 
intently to Justine Greening 
MP and ask such relevant and 
probing questions around the 
leadership of the labour party 
and the Syrian question. Well 
done to all!

 Spotted at 
APA
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APA Students of 
the Week

On Monday of this week Sixth Form 
Society had Justine Greening come 
to speak about her career in politics. 
For those of you who may not know 
Justine Greening is Conservative MP 
for Putney,Roehampton and Southfields 
and Secretary of State for International 
Development. She spoke about 
growing up in the Labour stronghold 
of Rotherham and her background 
in Economics. She also fielded some 
brilliant and insightful questions 
from our Sixth Formers about the 
government’s recent vote to bomb Syria 
and also about local politics. Overall the 
visit was really interesting and I’m sure 
very valuable for all those who managed 
to attend.
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Welcome from the Heads of Year
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A belated happy New Year! As 
was the case at the start of your 
first term at APA, the majority 
of you have made a fantastic 
start to this term. You should 
now have had time to reflect on 
your most recent Attitude To 
Learning (ATL) data along with 

your current attainment and set yourself some meaningful 
targets to work towards over the coming weeks leading up to 
February half term. 
On Monday afternoon 20 students were invited to a pizza 
party celebration in recognition for those with an ATL 
in the top 10 in the year and those who made significant 
improvements in their ATL from half term 1. It just goes to 
show that if you approach your lessons with a positive can do 
attitude your teachers recognise and reward this. It is those 
students who do this consistently that will achieve and even 
exceed their target grades. Almost half of you improved your 
ATL which is superb, but for some of you your ATL wasn’t 
as good as it was in half term one. I am sure you have had 
conversations with your form tutor and parents about how 
you can improve this, make sure you are doing everything 
you can to make this happen. 
There are lots of house competitions running at the moment, 
dodgeball is taking place in the sportshall on Friday, I am 
sure year 7’s will be there representing their houses with the 
usual level of enthusiasm, if you haven’t represented your 
house in a competition yet dodgeball is a great way to start! 
You could also enter the competition to design a new house 
badge, pass your entries to your head of house by next week. 
A record number of boys turned up for football training 
on Wednesday, Mr Hayden was really impressed with you 
all and it gives him a lot to think about when it comes to 
selecting a team, a welcome problem for any PE teacher! For 
those of you that are not attending a club regularly you need 
to make this one of your targets for this term. 
Next week is our first parents evening when your parents 
and carers get the chance to meet your subject teachers and 
discuss how you are progressing and what you can do to 
make sure this continues to happen. Your form tutor has 
given you an appointment sheet which you need to take to 
lessons and arrange times with teachers to meet them on 
Thursday evening. A letter will also have gone home for 
parents to sign to confirm that they are able to attend. Make 
sure you bring this to school and hand it to your form tutor 
before Thursday. 

This week’s star of the week is shared between Mayan Alsasa 
Saleh and Nicola Barton for their improvements in their 
ATL. Congratulations girls, I hope your target now is to get 
into the top 10 for the whole year group. 
Miss Bingham 
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It was a real pleasure to celebrate 
with our top ATL scorers; we had a 
wonderful afternoon of pizza, table 
tennis and music! I am looking 
forward to seeing how many of you 
will be working really hard and going 
that extra mile to ensure you are there 
next time.

Just as I said in assembly last week, this is a great time 
of year to reflect on the previous year and make some 
resolutions or goals. One goal I would like to happen is to hit 
the 10,000 positive points- something I am certain that if 
you all worked hard and contributed positively to our school 
community, can be achieved.
How many words can you make from the word:

RESILIENT
There is a prize for whoever brings me the most answers!
Don’t forget! You all completed at least BRONZE reading 
award in year 7, now you are mightier readers, your challenge 
is to complete SILVER. You must:
Read 6 books of your choice
Write a review for 3 of these books
See Miss Sparrowhawk in the library for further details.
Have a great weekend,
Ms Harvey 

Last night was Year 9 parents evening 
and there was a great turnout which was 
fantastic to see. I was also very pleased 
to hear so many postive comments 
from teachers regarding their students. 
I hope all of you can keep up the good 
work as we move into the spring term. 

Those of you who were given some targets to work on, now is 
the time to start, strike while the iron is hot! 

In a couple of weeks on Thursday 4th February the school 
will be holding an Options Evening for Year 9. This is when 
you will select the subjects you will study for your GCSEs 
in years 10 and 11. Choosing your options is a big decision, 
it will affect what you can study for your A Levels and 
ultimately what you will go on to study at university  and 
where you may decide to work in the future. You should start 
to think now about which subjects you enjoy and want to 
continue with. If you are unsure Options Evening will be a 
great opportunity for you to talk to your teachers and discuss 
what would be the best path for you. Now would be a good 
time to start thinking about what you want to do.

I hope you all have a great weekend.
Mr Glyn



Colour Quiz
Can you guess whether these questions about colour are 
true or false?

I can quiz a rainbow

1. Humans possess 3 types of colour receptive cones

LE COIN DE LA CULTURE
THE CULTURE CORNER!
Time personne de l’année 2015

Angela Merkel

Le film de la semaine
The film of the week

Star Wars, épisode VII : Le Réveil 
de la Force sortie en décembre a lieu 
environ 30 ans après les événements 
du Retour du Jedi et comprend de 
nouveaux personnages, ainsi que des 
personnages de la trilogie originale, 
dont Luke Skywalker, Han Solo, 
Princesse Leia, C-3PO, R2-D2 et 
Chewbacca.

La phrase de la semaine
Phrase of the week

Bonne année!

Feliz año 
nuevo!

Buon anno!

Happy new 
year!

8. A lobsters blood is colorless but when exposed to 
oxygen it turns blue

2. Ireland is the country 
with the worlds largest 
population of redheads per 
square mile.

7. The rarest type of 
diamond is purple

3. Crocodiles are colour blind

5. Darker beards grow faster than blonder beards.

6. Scorpions glow under ultra violet light.

True
False

True
False

True
False

True
False

True
False

True
False

True
False

9. Black on yellow are the 2 colors with the strongest 
impact.
True
False
10. The coloured part of your eye is called the pupil
True
False

4. Grasshoppers have white 
blood

True
False


