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Students 
of the 
week

It was great to see the 
student council have the 
opportunity to visit the 
new buidling earlier in the 
week and see how we are 
progressing.  The builders 
have now informed me that 
they may be able to handover 
the main block in the first 
week in July so we will 
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definitely be moving into it 
before the summer.  Just to 
remind you and your families 
that the move into the building 
involves some changes to the 
orginal school term dates. 
Students will be finishing at 
lunchtime on July 10th and 
will return on September 8th 
for years 8-13 and September 
7th for the new intake of year 
7 which will be at least 120 
students.  In the last week of 
term from  the 6th -10th July 
we will all be involved in 
activities ranging from sports 
day, to our school trip out 
and we are also having a summer 
faye on Wednesday 8th July. 
Finally for years 7-10 there 
will be an exam week beginning 
on  29th June before our 
activites week begins.  Have a 
good weekend.

Word of the 
Week
Enigma

Meaning: Puzzle, 
mystery 

She was an enigma to 
her friends; they never 

knew what she was 
thinking. 

He couldn’t solve the 
equation, even with Ms 
Smith’s help, it was an 

enigma to him. 

Synonyms:
mystery
puzzle
riddle

conundrum

Year 11
Don’t forget to do some revision for Of 
mice and Men and An Inspector Calls this 
weekend!  There are lots of clips on 
youtube that will help you, and you have 
been given lots of resources to use for 
revision by your teachers.  Make good use 
of your weekend and be prepared for Monday

A huge 
congratulations to 
Sophia Dinnall who 
this week had the 
great honour of being 
awarded a Wandsworth 
Young Person of the 
Year Award. Sophia 
won the Rotary Award 
for Making a Major 
Contribution to the 
Local Community. 
Competition for this 
award was intense and 

this really is a huge acheievement. Well 
done Sophia!

Congratulations Sophia!
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To the wonderful Turing House,
It was great sharing so many ideas 
in our House assembly this week, 
please come forward with any ideas 
for the following:
• House motto
• House song
• Ideas for charity events
If you want to help out in any 
organising, promoting or getting 
involved on the day of these 
events, please come and see me!
Remember: House dodgeball after 
half term! We need 10 students for 
the year 7&8 group and 10 students 
for the year 9&10 group. See our 
House Captain Sabir for further 
details.

To the lovely Year 7,
I am really looking forward 
to celebrating some fantastic 
achievements from this term. You 
must be reminding your teachers 
about positive points at the end of 
each lesson. Ensure you are working 
your very best to show you are 
being an excellent ambassador of 
year 7. 
Have a great weekend,
Ms Harvey
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The assessment week is now over for 
year 10 and I know your teachers 
will be eagerly marking your work 
to see how well you have got on and 
you will be eager to see how well 
you have done. I want to stress the 
importance of your approach to your 
assessments. The purpose is that 
you do them and learn from them 
as part of your preparations for 
your actual GCSE exams next year. 
Always look back on something and 
decide if you have tried your very 
best. If not then you need to try 
harder. If you have and you have 
not got the result you want, you 
need to practice. Too often I see 
people give up because they think 
they are not good at something or 
think they are not naturally gifted 
at something but with practice 
you can always improve. Think of 
a famous musician, for example a 
piano player or guitarist. Were 
they great from the first time 
they picked up or played their 
instrument? Of course not. They 
dedicated themselves to playing 
their instruments a little bit each 
day in order to improve and get 
better. You can do the same whether 
it is History, Science, Maths or 
any other subject. Michelangelo 
once said that even one stroke of 
a paint brush a day would make you 
better. How much do you read over 
your work in lesson? How much time 
do you spend revising your learning 
each day? It only takes small steps 
to start the journey. Get moving!
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•We had a House Assembly this week and talked about Procrastination, 
especially important with exams and end of year assessments coming 
up and also for our House events which really kick in after half-
term.
•Procrastination is defined as “putting off, delaying or deferring 
an action until a later time.”
•We all do it. When faced with a pile of marking and planning to 
do, I will procrastinate as much as anyone. My main enemy is my 
phone. “I’ll just check twitter…and pinterest…and Instagram…and 
see if anything’s happened on twitter while I was on pinterest and 
Instagram…” It’s getting later, the work still needs to be done, and 
we know this, so why do we do it?
•It’s an internal battle between two parts of our brain. Our pre-
frontal cortex is sensible, and in charge of our long terms aims – 
“I want a good set of GCSE grades so I can get a well-paid job and 
buy loads of things.” Buried deep within our brain is the limbic 
system, a primitive, primal part of our brain that is in charge of 
our desires and craves immediate satisfaction right now – “I want to 
shoot stuff on the XBox.” 
•One issue is that our limbic system is only concerned with the 
here-and-now, and it cannot conceive of a future version of 
ourselves that might regret the consequences of our present actions. 
This is called “temporal discounting” or “present bias”
•1. Break the task down
•When faced with an enormous task, procrastination is much more 
tempting. Breaking it into smaller chunks makes it seem more 
manageable and easier to do. Rather than thinking “I’ve got 
sixty questions to do,” tell yourself “let’s complete this first 
question.”
•2. Make your goals public
•You are far more likely to get stuff done if people around you are 
helping. Tell your parents, brothers and sisters “I am going to 
complete this page in the next ten minutes” – they will help keep 
you on track. Update your status: “I am revising for the next hour. 
If you see me on here – tell me to get back to work.”
•3. Reward yourself- The Pomodoro Technique
•Set a timer for your work. Start off small – fifteen or twenty 
minutes. Even your limbic system can cope with that. Stay focused 
until the alarm sounds, then give yourself five or ten minutes of 
reward time to have a break and feed your primitive brain. Over 
time, gradually increase the work time, keeping the reward time the 
same.
•4. Remove distractions
•Put your phone in another room. Whatever is tempting you away from 
what you should be doing – either remove it, or remove yourself from 
it. The same goes for the classroom! If you know someone is going to 
take your mind off what you should be doing, don’t sit with them.
•5. Just start!
•Straight away. Don’t even give yourself a chance to hesitate. Pick 
your pen up and begin. Before you know it you’ll be done. The work 
is there for your benefit. 
•HOUSE EVENTS NEXT TERM:
•-Dodgeball. 7-8, 9-10.
•Sports Day
•Car Wash
•Get involved
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Afternoon all. 

A massive 
congratulations 
to the same 
four remaining 
students with 100% 
attendance: Robyn 
Smart, Dirie Hirsi, 
Shakira Brown 
and Alea Barham. 
I am also really 
pleased to see 
the list of 96%+ 
attendees growing: 
Anna-Ruth, Troy, 
Lynn-Esther, Shai, 
Kenny, Eleesher, 
Jimena, Abu, 
Daisy, Eugenia, 
Jamal, Jordan, 
Isabelle, Saphyrra, 
Cameron, Simon, 
Rhys, Shaecaeden, 
Valeria, Jasmine, 
Eugenia, and 
Lauren. 

Also well done to 
Jasmine, Amber, 
Lynn-Esther and 
Mason for their 
great work in Mr 
Murphy’s lesson 
this week and to 
Samantha, Abigail, 
Lynn-Esther (again) 
and Simon for their 
independence and 
effort in Art this 
week. 

Lastly 
congratulations to 
Alea Barham as our 
student of the week 
for her continued 
commitment 
and effort in 
everything. 

Hope you have a 
lovely weekend. 



IT IS VITAL THAT ALL STUDENTS 
COLLECT THEIR ARTWORK FROM THE ART 
DEPARTMENT OVER THE NEXT COUPLE 
OF WEEKS. HOWEVER, THIS DOES NOT 
INCLUDE CURRENT YR 10 AND 11 GCSE 
OR CURRENT AS AND A2 WORK.
EVERYTHING ELSE MUST BE COLLECTED 
BECAUSE I CANNOT GUARANTEE IT WILL 
MOVE WITH US INTO THE NEW BUILDING.
PLEASE SEE ME ABOUT COLLECTING 
WORK.

MR. SOLARI (HEAD OF ART)

School Announcements
This term we’ve been taking 
part in our tutor time :  

Session 
Outline

Purpose Student 
Expectations

A topical 
item will 
be selected 
from our 
global, 
national 
or local 
community 
and tutors 
will lead 
their groups 
in an age 
appropriate 
discussion.

Stimulate 
and 
formalise 
topical 
discussion.

Build 
confidence 
and Improve 
student 
oracy skills

students are 
expected to:
- Listen 
actively
- Use standard 
English and 
full sentences
- Take turns
- Think before 
you speak
- Respond 
by building 
on and/or 
challenging the 
views of others 
(use sentence 
stem support 
cards)
- Speak audibly

This week: School criticised for 
publicly ranking GCSE pupils
Do you think it’s a good thing? 
Does it prepare students better for 
the outside world?

Useful link:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/educa-
tion-32624101

URGENT ART NOTICE: 
COLLECTION OF ARTWORK

For Year 11
The formal GCSE exams have now 
begun, well done to all year 11 
students for their conduct during 
the exams so far.
A reminder that students should 
check their intervention calendars 
and ensure they attend all classes 
on offer in order to maximise their 
success.

Also a reminder for students to 
return their prom letters and money 
by the end of the week!

SL6FFL Super League Final

Ark Putney Academy vs The 
Charter School (Dulwich)

Friday 15th May 2015, 6.30pm 
K.O.
at 

Fulham FC’s Craven Cottage

South London 
6th Form 
Football 
League



Sports Announcements

On Wednesday 13th May 39 athletes from 
year 7 and 8 represented the Academy 
at the Wandsworth Schools Athletics 
Championships at the Millenium Arena 
in Battersea Park. There were some 
fantastic performances in both the 
track and field but it was the track 
stars that featured in the medals this 
year. Both our year 8 girls Saphyra 
Dje and Shania Coyle made the final 
of the 100 metres but were unfortunate 
not to make the medals. It was an 
extremely high quality field and to 
make the final was a huge achievement, 
WELL DONE GIRLS! Another fantastic 
performance came from Saskia Whittaker 
who had never competed in the 
hurdles before but won her heat and 
qualified for the final, another huge 
achievement. Saskia battled well in 
the final and managed to clear all the 
hurdles but missed out on a medal.

Year 7 and 8 Wandsworth 
Athletics Championships 

2015

Our first medal of the day came from 
Shannay Bunting-Hunte who was one of 
the fastest qualifiers for the year 7 
100 metre final. This early promise was 
realised when she crossed the line in 
3rd place finishing much stronger than 
those around her. An amazing achieve-
ment considering that most of the fi-
nalists were club runners who train 
each week, who knows what Shannay could 
do next year if she starts training 
with a club?

Our next medallist 
was one of our most 
promising young 
athletes who trains 
with his club and 
specialises in the 
800 metres. As with 
most of the longer 
distance races 
throughout the 
day the early pace 
was fast but Sacha 

Ormiston kept his cool and stayed in 
the middle of the pack. His patience 
paid off and by the first bend of 
the second lap he took the lead and 
never looked back. Even though he had 
secured the gold medal Sacha still 
pushed on and won by a huge margin, 
one of the biggest seen on the day. A 
fantastically run tactical race backed 
up by huge ability with great maturity 
and composure. WELL DONE!

All athletes who competed did so with 
enthusiasm, energy and a hunger to do 
well. Some of our relay team narrowly 
missed out on the medals and all teams 
successfully got the baton round the 
track without dropping it, something 
the national team struggle to do! 
Anyone interested in being part of 
teams in the future should come to 
athletics club on a Monday at 3:30.



Get in touch!
Email:pta@arkputneyacademy.org

Twitter:@apapta

Internet Safety
Lots of parents are worried about 
how and when to introduce their 
child safely to smartphones and 
tablets. Ark Putney Academy and 
the PTA are working closely to 
introduce new technology that will 
protect those that need it. By 
installing a simple free app onto 
the device and creating an online 
account, you will have instant 
peace of mind that your child can 
use their phone the way that it is
intended - safely !
Get in touch with us or go to www.
mobileguardian.com for details.
For a limited time, the service is 
exclusively free for APA with the 
voucher code: ARK30250

Do You Shop Online?
If you shop online, you can help 
raise vital funds for the school 
by going to www.easyfundraising.
org.  All you need to do is create 
an account and use it just like you 
would use google. Easyfundraising 
notes where you are shopping and
sends a percentage of your total 
spend back to the nominated 
organisation such as Ark Putney 
Academy at no cost to you ! £56.13 
has been raised so far by just a 
few people and we want your help 
to raise more this year. There are 
lots of big names associated with 
the scheme like Amazon and Ebay.
You can even use it to do your 
weekly shop or book a holiday !
What’s more it doesn’t cost you a 
penny!
All money raised will go back to 
the school and the PTA pledges to 
ensure that this money is used 
to benefit the students directly. 
Please sign up today and if
you need any help or advice, please 
contact the PTA.

At what cost?
A new report by the Children’s 
Society called “At What Cost”, 
suggests that lots of
parents in the U.K struggle to pay 
for school uniform. The average 
annual cost of purchasing official 
school uniform is reported to be 
£159 per year including P.E kit.
The PTA would like to introduce a 
recycling scheme where uniform can 
be made available for purchase at 
affordable rates, but to do this we 
need your help!
We are now accepting donations of 
APA uniform via reception.
Please ensure that all donations 
are bagged for the attention of the 
PTA.

Annual General Meeting
The present members of the 
committee were re-elected at this 
weeks AGM. In addition we would 
like to welcome Steve Andrews who 
was elected to the new position 
of vice chairman.

Summer Fair
We are pleased to announce that 
this years summer fair will take 
place on the 8th July. Please get 
in touch if you can help us to 
make this a great occasion.



THE CULTURE CORNER
Chanson de la semaine - Song of the 

week
Ne me quitte pas - Jacques Brel   

sourire smile

sonrisa

La Palabra de la semana - Word of 
the week

We always need more 
student answers for 
5,4,3,2,1! So get 
thinking and hand them 
in to your tutors or 
Miss Rowe in B15

Scan the QR code to watch the 
video!

χαμόγελο

5,4,3,2,1

5 people dead or 
alive that you would 
have at your dream 
dinner party: Michael 
Jackson, Zayn Malik, 
Perrie Edwards, Tina 
Turner and my grandad.

4 books or films that you’ll never 
forget: All the Jacqueline Wilson 
books, all the Harry Potters, Holes 
and the One Direction film.

3 courses you’d choose for your last 
meal:Pizza and chips, Bolognese, 
Sausage rolls

This week answering 
5,4,3,2,1 we have 
Caitlyn Longuhaye 
from 10ESI

This week’s topic: Celebrities in 
the public eye: Madonna’s Fall and 
Harrison’s crash

La pelicula de la semana - Film of 
the week

A rat named Remy 
dreams of becoming 
a great French 
chef despite his 
family’s wishes 
and the obvious 
problem of being a 
rat in a decidedly 
rodent-phobic 
profession. When 
fate places Remy 
in the sewers of 
Paris, he finds 
himself ideally 
situated beneath 
a restaurant made 
famous by his culinary hero, Auguste 
Gusteau. Despite the apparent dangers of 
being an unlikely - and certainly unwanted 
- visitor in the kitchen of a fine French 
restaurant, Remy’s passion for cooking 
soon sets into motion a hilarious and 
exciting rat race that turns the culinary 
world of Paris upside down.

2 Locations in the world you’d love to 
visit: 
Paris because my parents went there 
after they got married and New York
1 Day of your life 
you’ll never forget: 
My 10th birthday 
when I got my Hannah 
Montana costume with 
wig.



Let’s get Quizzical

A) A Large apple
B) A carton of 
apple capri-sun.

A) Two tablespoons 
of tomato ketchup
B) A handful of 
cherry tomatoes

A) 100g of crunchy 
peanut butter
B) 100g of 
strawberry jam

A) A 330ml can 
of coke
B) A medium 
Starbucks coffee 
frapuccino

A) A 200ml serving 
of orange juice.
B) A Solero.

A) A tin of baked beans
B) A tin fo tomato soup

A) A glazed Krispy 
Kreme doughnut.
B) A Pret Latte

Sweets for My 
Sweet... Answers
Can you guess which of the 
two options has the higest 
sugar content?

The clever butler needed some extra cash, so 
he tells his master:
“I know almost every song that has ever been 
written”

The master laughs at this, but the butler says
“I am willing to bet you a months pay that I 
can sing a song that you have heard of with 
the lady’s name of your choice in it.”

“Deal”, says the master. “How about my 
mother’s name, Felicity Jane Ashley?”

And so the bulter sang and earned himself an 
extra months pay.

What song did he sing?

In a lake, there is a patch of lily pads. 
Every day, the patch doubles in size. If 
it takes 48 days for the patch to cover the 
entire lake, how long would it take for the 
patch to cover half the lake?

Can you think of a word associated with all 
three of these words: 
cottage, Swiss, cake

A German spy was in Canada trying to steal 
insider information on how to set up new Maple 
Syrup factories in Germany. He was being 
introduced to the operations manager of the 
biggest factory in Canada.

However the manager was suspicious and decided 
to test him with a question before he trusted 
him. So he asked, what would you be sure to 
find in the middle of Toronto?

The spy thought fast and came up with an 
answer for the manager.

What did he say?

Riddle me 
That

Over the next few weeks year 11 and the Sixth 
Form are sitting their GCSE and a level exams. 
The rest of you may be having assessments in 
your subjects too. Here are some riddles to 
get those brains in gear for revision... Can 
you solve them?


