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Congratulations to all students 
in Year 13 that are applying to 
University. All students met the 
deadline this Thursday and have 
submitted their UCAS applications. 15 
students have already received 4 or 5 
(out of 5) offers already, they are:   
Danial Ahmad, Samuel Bediako, Hayley 
Belgrave, Leanne Clark, Kamal 
Elghailani, Bouh Guirreh, Shannai Lyn, 
Rowland Mensah, Iqbal Miah, Leigh-
Taylor Morgan, Hareem Naqvi, Gent 
Neziri, Mariam Riaz, Nicky Smajli and 
Michael Young.

Also congratulations to Michael, Maan 
and Harry for securing offers from 
Oxford and Cambridge (2 of the best 
universities in the world!)

Well done Year 13!
I’m so glad I applied, at first 
the process seemed so daunting 
but its really paid off!

Michael Young

“
”

Dear students
This week we launched ‘Show my Homework’  
which is our web based programme, where you 
can not only look what homework your teachers 
have set you but also where you can access 
resources to use alongside your homework task 
to ensure that you produce quality pieces 
of work. It can also be used to help you 
understand work that may have been set when 
you are absent from school.   Don’t forget 
you can also download the electronic app  
called SHOW MY HOMEWORK.  It can currently be 
accessed from the SHOW MY HOMEWORK icon on 
the homepage of the website and the app can 
be downloaded free of charge from any android 
or Apple app store. So no homework excuses 
anymore!

Photo 
unavailable
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Year 7,
It has been a wonderful, celebratory 
week! I have been so impressed walking 
around and seeing lots of enthusiasm 
and effort going on in lessons. I was 
particularly impressed when I saw how 
much dedication went into building 
the castles as part of Mr Ferguson’s 
homework project. Congratulations to 
the winner- Sacha!
It’s competition time! We have 
a brilliant opportunity to work 
alongside the construction team at 
Lend Lease who are working very hard 
to make our new building the best 
it can possibly be. The promotion of 
health and safety in the construction 
workplace can be a poster or a piece 
of writing. The deadline for this 
is the 22nd January 2015. There are 
prizes for the winners and runners up!
The great Turing House
Congratulations to the following 
students who have been awarded 
positive effort points this week! 
Remember- these points are being 
sent home so make the best attempt 
at displaying our 6 pillars at every 
opportunity.
Year 7- Emil CHRISTIE-CLARKE- English
Year 8- Amber MILLER- Art 
Year 9- Alexina CRESSWELL- Art
Year 10- Arbana GASHI- Science, Music 
and Art!
Year 11- Reece GUMBLE- French
I would like to remind you that all 
your homework is now being uploaded on 
Show My Homework. This is a great tool 
of communication since your guardians 
can track all of your homework set and 
therefore help you if you get stuck. 
Please remember to also come along to 
homework club in the library every day 
after school for any homework that you 
find tricky!
Have a great weekend,
Ms Harvey   

Congratulations to the following 
students with 100%: Lynn-Esther 
Kacou; Dire Hirsi; Shania coyle; 
Alea Barham, and those above 96%: 
Jasmine Harding; Shakira Brown; 
Anna-Ruth Stephens; Andrew Corbyn; 
Eleesher Baker; Robyn Smart; Shai 
Allen; Saphyra Dje; Eugenia Gomez; 
Jordan Ruby. 

This links greatly to this week’s 
Theme of the Week: Effort. Making 
the effort to come into school 
is the most important part of 
succeeding during your time here. 
Those who attended over 90% of 
lessons and sat all assessments 
have a better chance of achieving 
their full potential. Those of you 
who have progressed from the Autumn 
1 to the Autumn 2 assessments have 
achieved and you should focus on 
this rather than the colours red, 
yellow or green on your reports. 

Effort when in lessons is just as 
important, and it was great to see 
so many of you getting achievement 
points in various subjects this 
week. I want to say a special 
well done to Nickalous Denny-Lynch 
who is student of the week, even 
student from the past three weeks, 
for his effort in lessons, but 
particularly History! I was also 
pleased to see that nearly everyone 
has been completing their homework 
on time. Make sure you organise 
yourselves so that the workload 
does not get too much. 

Have a lovely weekend. 
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Congratulations to the following pupils, 
In Dickens House for achieving 100% 
attendance so far this academic year:

I hope everyone is back in the 
swing of things now we are in 
the second week. We will be 
slowly starting to work towards 
our option choices, with our 
Friday year assembly being 
used as a chance for Head Of 
Departments to outline some 
of the new courses available 
to students , when they make 
their choices. I know it is 
not always easy to think of 
a career path this early on 
in life, but even if it means 
choosing the subjects you enjoy, 
you still need to be prepared 
and start  considering what is 
available. It’s always a good 
idea to talk to your teachers 
and get an outline and a feel 
of the courses on offer. We 
will be having a couple of PSHE 
sessions put aside so that Mr 
Prior can talk to everyone about 
career choices.  This week we 
will be entering our new targets 
in our planners looking at What 
Went Well and Even Better If. 
This is an important part of 
the whole process, starting to 
look at your progress and which 
subjects you need to start 
making improvements in. It is 
really important that as we head 
towards our G.C.S.E choices we 
start to take responsibility for 
our learning. That leads me onto 
the ‘Show My Homework’ programme 
which was launched on Monday 
and is of vital importance in 
starting to prepare people for 
the whole concept of independent 
study. 

D. Glyn

POPE, Leo
POPE, Brandon
PIEDADE, Troy
PIEDADE, Teon
OFORI ABOAGYE, Kathlyn
MARTIN, Cameron
LAGDEN, Zakariya

HOMSAP, Ramavadee
HARDING, Jasmine
COYLE, Shania
AL-YASIRI, Maan
AHMED, Danyal
ABEBERESE, Ashia

Congratulations to the following pupils, 
In Dickens House, for upholding the 6 
pillars this week:
Danyal Ahmed for Independence in English         
Max Andrews for Good Effort in Mathematics
Poppy Nagle for Good Effort in  English  
Nickalous Denny-Lynch for Independence in 
Science
James Gibbons for Good Effort and Enthusiasm 
in Art
Teon Piedade for Good Effort and Independence 
in English         
Jeiel Oakley  for Commitment for Science

The theme of the week is Effort and after 
Ms White’s inspiring assembly, I hope 
that the following story inspires you to 
make the effort to achieve your goals:

“Individual commitment to a group effort - 
that is what makes a team work, a company 
work, a society work, a civilisation work.”
Vince Lombardi

“Work, Society, Team If you have a positive 
attitude and constantly strive to give your 
best effort, eventually you will overcome your 
immediate problems and find you are ready for 
greater challenges.”
Pat Riley

“We all have dreams. But in order to make 
dreams come into reality, it takes an awful 
lot of determination, dedication, self-
discipline, and effort.”
Jesse Owens

“Dreams, Dedication, Reality Continuous effort 
- not strength or intelligence - is the key 
to unlocking our potential.”
Winston Churchill



Table Tennis
Christmas Rankings for the year 7 
table tennis leagues. Well done to 
Amiya who very nearly knocked Louie 
off of top spot. A number of our year 
7 students have recently joined a 
Table Tennis club in Hammersmith. This 
is excellent news. I want to encourage 
all keen table tennis players to 
consider joining a local club. When 
Darius Knight visited he said we have 
the most talented Table Tennis players 
of all the schools he’s visited. Keep 
it up!

Sports

School Announcements

2015 rankings start from next week.
Practise Session Notice:
On Monday lunchtime can all the 
players selected for the tournament on 
Tuesday come to the gym at lunchtime 
for a practise session.

Granard Primary School – Sportshall 
Athletics
Granard Primary School year 3 class 
will be coming to APA every Wednesday 
during periods 4, 5 & 6 to have a 
PE lesson with Mr. Evans. They are 
practising for their Indoor Sportshall 
Athletics Competion. If you see them 
please wish them all the best for 
their competition!!

History
Castle Building Competition

Well done to all the fantastic en-
tries to the History department’s com-
petition. The challenge was to build 
a model of a Motte and Baily cas-
tle- just like the ones built by Wil-
liam the Conqueror! Some great preci-
sion and artistic flair went into the 
building of these castles and everyone 
who submitted has received points for 
independence. All those named below 
received certificates at Wednesday’s 
assembly, with runners-up receiving a 
£5 voucher each and the overall winner 
receiving a £20 voucher!

The results of the castle building are:
Winner: 
Sacha

Runners up:
Nathaniel -7Hi1
Victoria -7Hi2
Ali -7Hi3
Raheel, Farnaz & Aimee -7Hi4 & 7Hi1

Special 
mention:
Riana
Sinead
Poppy
Cameron
Emily
Luke
Max
Mia

Again, very well done to all who took 
part,
Mr Ferguson

1. Louie
2. Amiya
3. Joseph 
4. Tyler 
5. Alhassan

6. Isaac
7. Daniel
8. Kiera
9. Sacha
10. Kailen

Fixtures next week 
Monday – Year 9 6-aside Tournament – 
Southfields 3.30-5pm
Tuesday – ARK Table Tennis competition 
– Isaac Newton Academy – 10-2.30pm 
(leaving Putney at 8am)
Tuesdays – Year 11 6-aside Football 
Tournament – Southfields 3.30-5pm



29 ARK Putney Academy Sixth 
Form students took part in this 
year’s reading project. For 10 
weeks during the Autumn term, 
the APA students visited primary 
schools to read with 4 or 5 
primary students. The primary 
schools were as keen as ever to 
host the APA Sixth Form students 
and this continues to be a 
fantastic project as both sets 
of students learn so much from 
it. 

Paired Reading with ARK Putney 
Academy 6th Form

One primary school Headteacher said that the project was brilliant 
because the ‘APA students engaged so well with pupils. They provided our 
pupils with good support and acted as role models.’

A Headteacher from another school said that the children really 
‘benefited from having positive male role models. Having students come 
in enthusiastically and give them time showed the children how valuable 
reading was. The kids loved being praised and impressing someone new!’

However, it wasn’t just the primary school students who enjoyed and 
benefitted from the project. One APA student was surprised how much fun 
it was, ‘I didn’t think the primary school kids would enjoy reading so 
much but they seemed to love it. The first couple of weeks the kids were 
quite shy but towards the end of the project they had this big smile on 
their faces when they saw me which made it so much fun. I’d definitely 
recommend it to people.’

I’ll finish with a quote from one Headteacher - ‘It has, in our view, 
been a very successful programme. I think that both sets of students 
gained a lot from their experiences. It was lovely to see how the APA 
students developed in confidence over the weeks and also how they became 
more understanding of the different needs that they observed around 
them. The students presented themselves professionally and used good 
skills to support children during paired reading.’

The project continues for a few of the students, but the majority of APA 
students have now turned their focus to their upcoming AS exams. The 
reading project will launch again next summer with a new set of readers!

Mr. Evans
Extended Schools Coordinator



Top 5 Standard English corrections.

Oracy

Standard English is widely recognised as 
the language of opportunity. Universities 
and  employers expect you to speak 
confidently and correctly. 

Take a look at the common errors on the 
post-it.
From now on try to self correct when you 
get it wrong.

Alert: if you let yourself say these errors, 
then they’ll sneak into your writing. 
Don’t risk loosing marks at assessment 
time! 

Tip: A person’s accent 
has nothing to do with 
their use of standard 

English!. 

1. “We were…” not “We was…”
Where were you?” not “Where was you?”

2. Avoid merging words
“I was gonna go shopping.” should be

“I was going to go shopping,”
“I dunno” should be “I don’t know.”

3. Never use double negative!
“ I didn’t do nothing” should be 

  “I didn’t do anything”
4. “I did it…” not “I done it…”

5. “He could of…” should be “He could have…”
“We should of…” should be “we should have…”

“I would of…” should be “I would have…”



Put EFFORT into your homework and 
make more progress!

Top 5 benefits of SMHW  

• Detailed explanation of task expectations
• Access to resources provided by your teachers

• A personal calendar to help you prioritise 
completion

• You can access it from your phone
• Parents can support from home

if you loose you 
login, see your 

tutor!



PTA Meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 

29th January at 6 p.m in the library.
It is your opportunity to have your say and 

put forward any ideas or concerns
that you might have. The meetings are run 

to an agenda and do not usually take
more than 1 hour. If  you can spare any time 

no matter how little or have
particular skills to offer, now is the time to 

get involved with the PTA as we help
with guiding the school into a new era.

Please get in touch via email at pta@arkput-
neyacademy.org. Or if  you prefer,

you can follow us on twitter @apapta.

Easy Money
If  you shop online, you can help raise vital funds for the school by going to

www.easyfundraising.org. All you need to do is create an account and use it just
like you would use google. Easyfundraising notes where you are shopping and

sends a percentage of  your total spend back to the nominated organisation
such as Ark Putney Academy. £22.10 has been raised so far and we want your

help to raise more this year.

There are lots of  big names associated with the scheme like Amazon, Ebay and
M&S. What’s more it doesn’t cost you a penny !!!

All money raised will go back to the school and the PTA pledges to ensure that
this money is used to benefit the students directly. Please sign up today and if

you need any help or advise, please contact the PTA.

Unwanted School Uniform !
Do you have any old APA school uniform lying around that no longer fits?

We are now accepting donations via school reception.
Please ensure that all donations are clean, in good condition and bagged

for the attention of  the PTA.

Get in touch !
Email: pta@arkputneyacademy.org

Twitter: @apapta



THE CULTURE CORNER
La canción de la semana  - The song 

of the week
Suerte (Whenever) - Shakira

La película de la semana - The film 
of the week
Donkey Xote

This is a true 
adventure 
comedy. The 
donkey, Rucio, 
tells the true 
story of Don 
Quixote and 
defends the 
idea that he 
wasnt mad, but 
in reality, 
Quixote 
was a very 
intelligent, 

passionate and enthusiastic fellow. 
We then follow Don Quixote, his 
squire, Sancho Panza (Quixotes best 
friend and the wealthiest man in 
town), Sanchos donkey, Rucio (who 
wants to be a horse) and a real 
horse, Quixotes faithful steed, 
Rocinante (who hates leaving his 
stable) on their adventure to duel 
the Knight of the Moon where, if 
Quixote wins the duel the true i La 
palabra de la semana - Word of the 
week dentity of Dulcinea will be 
revealed.

inspiration

inspiration

inspiración

La palabra de la semana - Word of 
the week

Well done to the following students 
for completing the Year 7 Reading 
Challenge, Bronze Award:

Danyal Ahmed 7CPA
Zaiynb Al-Kuwaity 7KYR
Dexter Foss 7CPA
Tharsatheepa Lohanathan 7KYR
Poppy Nagle 7KYR
Kiera Richards-Keirle 7KTO

Miss Sparrowhawk

Year 7 Reading 
Challenge

Don’t forget to send your school 
mascot photos to @ARKPutney or 
bring them on a USB stick to Miss 
Rowe in B15!

We also need more student answers 
for 5,4,3,2,1! So get thinking and 
send them in! The questions are:

5 people dead or alive that you would 
have at your dream dinner party:
4 books or films that you’ll never 
forget:
3 courses you’d choose for your last 
meal:
2 Locations in the world you’d love to 
visit
1 Day of your life you’ll never 
forget.

We want more photos of your APA 
School Mascots!


