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Dear students 

In our newsletter this week 
are some ideas about changing 
our badge. Lots of  you are 
asking why we would want to 
do this so I thought it would 
be a good idea if I tried to 
answer that question. As we 
move back into the building 
we are re-establishing a 
connection with the past 
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history of the school and 
reflecting on one of our 
pillars, COMMUNITY.   I thought 
that it would be a great 
idea to use this opportunity 
to look at how that can be 
represented by the badge.  I 
asked Mr Solari to run an art 
competition to forward ideas 
to a company regarding how we 
could do this. The ideas are 
quite varied but bring together 
similar themes such as the 
architecture of the building, 
the elephant playground and the 
wavey roof.  If we do adopt a 
new badge it will be something 
that is gradually introduced 
into the academy. First of all 
it will replace our logo on 
our paperwork and then it will 
be introduced on the uniform 
for year 7 and any other 
replacement items that you 
buy. I will be asking tutors to 
take a poll next Monday of the 
badges and get your feedback 
before we move forward. 

Welcome Back!
We have lots of exciting 
events taking place this 
term for you all to look 
forward to! Here is what’s 
coming up in the next 
couple of weeks:

April 22nd. Sports Hall 
Grand Opening.

April 23rd. Year 7 
parents evening.

April 29th. Year 7&8 
social evening quiz.

Word of the Week

Accolade
Meaning: Tribute, honour, praise.

We received the highest accolade in 
the chess  competition.

In Game of Thrones, the highest 
accolade someone can get is the award 

for victory or triumph over their 
enemy

Synonyms
Prize

Honour
Tribute
Reward.
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Dear year 7,
It has been a wonderful week back- 
glorious weather, the brand new 
dining areas and a much larger 
space for break and lunchtime!
I really appreciate you settling 
back into routines nicely as well 
as starting the new lining up at 
the end of each lunchtime- keep 
this up!
We have many exciting things 
happening over the next few weeks 
and here is a reminder:
-Parents evening is on Thursday 
23rd April. Ensure you bring in 
your reply slip and give it to me. 
Get a time slot for each of your 
subject tutors.
- Pillar awards afternoon. For 
those of you who have consistently 
upheld our school pillars, you will 
be greatly rewarded very soon! 
- Parents social evening is on 
Wednesday 29th April. Another 
chance for your parents and 
guardians to meet other parents and 
tutors and take part in a fun quiz!
Have a sunny weekend.
Ms Harvey

Afternoon all. 

A massive congratulations to the only 
four remaining students with 100% 
attendance: Robyn Smart, Dirie Hirsi, 
Shakira Brown and Alea Barham. I am 
also really pleased to see the list 
of 96%+ attendees growing: Anna-
Ruth, Troy, Lynn-Esther, Shai, Kenny, 
Eleesher, Jimena, Abu, Daisy, Eugenia, 
Jamal, Jordan, Isabelle, Saphyrra, 
Cameron and Rhys. This shows a great 
commitment from all of you, so well 
done!

Well done also to Valeria Munoz-Prieto 
and Shania Coyle for their effort 
in History, and Jasmine Harding and 
Lynn-Esther Kacou for their effort in 
Maths. This is as well as Jordan and 
Bethany’s enthusiasm and team work 
in Maths, and the great independence 
shown by many of you in Music this 
week. 

Unfortunately there have been a 
number of you failing to hand in your 
homework this week. This is especially 
disappointing when we were by far 
the best year group for completing 
homework last term, and have dipped 
hugely in just a few days. You must 
ensure you pick yourselves up and get 
everything perfect. You have now gone 
through your levels in detail and have 
targets to go forward with this term. 
Make sure you address quickly and 
efficiently and forget about slip-ups 
or fall backs you may have had in this 
first week back. 

Go have a lovely weekend.  
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I would like to welcome all the 
students back to what is our final 
exciting term. I say exciting, 
because it is a very busy time 
of year, with important exams and 
end of year assessments for all 
students. It is a culmination of 
all the year’s hard work and I 
hope everyone will be starting to 
put together a structured revision 
programme, if they haven’t already. 
It’s a great time of year because 
the sun is shining, it’s getting 
warmer and it creates a really 
positive feel around the school. 
We have already started getting 
a taste of the new building, as 
we are using the new sports hall 
and canteen. It’s a very exciting 
feeling to know that we will soon 
be relocated over in the state of 
the art building and in many ways 
it will be like the birth of a new 
school! Next week myself and Ms 
White will start interviewing all 
Year 9 students regarding their 
Option choices and that will lead 
into students starting these after 
half-term and I can really notice a 
sense of anticipation amongst the 
Year 9 cohort.
The summer term is also a great 
term as there are many activities 
and trips out to look forward to 
and a number of House activities.
So, plenty of hard work but also 
some very exciting times ahead, 
(including an Ashes series to look 
forward to!).
I hope everyone has a great term.

D. Glyn-Year 9/Brunel.

Hello year 10. As you know by now 
I am taking over the running of 
the year group as your head of 
year and I am very excited to be 
working more closely with you all. 
I believe you are all unique and 
I have been impressed with your 
general behaviour and sense of 
community spirit, which embodies 
one of our APA key pillars. 

You are now half way through your 
GCSE course and in exactly 12 
months time you will be preparing 
to sit your final exams. The time 
is going to fly by! You have a 
great opportunity to get ahead 
in your studies and ensure you 
meet all deadlines so you are not 
chasing anything next year in year 
11. 

Lots of support has been put in 
place with the revision seminar 
we put on for you before Easter 
and for many of you who went on 
the residential which was very 
positive. You should now build on 
this and stay focussed by doing 
your best at all times, supporting 
each other and of course enjoying 
the summer sun!



Choose our new logo!
We have some exciting news this week 
for Ark Putney Academy!... We have a 
selection of new designs to choose 
from for our new school logo!

The designers looked at all the 
entries we receieved for our logo 
competition and used them in influence 
their designs. Now we want you to have 
a look at them and decide which one 
you want as the new logo!

The designs all incorporate key 
elements of our school’s rich history. 

Number 1 uses the origibal building’s 
wave feature for the key element of 
the emblem, the waves also reflect 
the importance of the river to Putney. 
This is a simple modernist design.

Number 2 also draws influence from the 
architecture of the school building, 
and reflects the geometry of the 
school’s frontage. This celebrates 
the importance of the building as one 
of the last remaining London County 
Council Architects buildings. 

Numbers 3, 4 and 5 all feature the 
shield shape used in the current APA 
logo and the previous Elliott School 
emblem. They also integrate the 
stripes contained in the Elliott logo. 
These also work in some of the key 
icons of the school’s heritage - the 
wave motif, the river, the tiles and 
of course, the elephant.

Number 6 is probably the design most 
strongly inspired by the designs from 
the logo competition. It features the 
elephant and the art deco tiling from 
the front of the school.

Number 7 was also inspired by the 
student designs and incorporates the 
idea of waveswhich suggest connections 
and unity.  

Although these initial designs are all 
in black and white the finished logo 
will be in our school colours of grey 
and green.
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Wednesday 22nd April
4.00-6.00pm

Come and take part in the grand opening 
of the new sports hall. You will have the 
opportunity to take part in loads of fun 
sporting activities; Beat the Goalie, test 
out the new cricket bowling machine, try 
to set the quickest time on the rowing 
machines, shoot free throws and enjoy a 

bounce on the trampolines.

Ark Putney Academy 
Sports Hall 

Grand Opening



School Announcements
SPARK Choir trip to Sevenoaks Year 8 Pomanders

Over the Easter holidays the schools’ 
‘Spark squad’ were given an amazing 
opportunity to travel to Sevenoaks 
school in Kent and take part in a 
residential weekend of music making. 
Maia, Becky, Erica, Lukasz and Suzanna 
in Years 9 & 11 all represented the 
school with aplomb and Lukasz even 
picked up an award for outstanding 
work during the residential. Their 
performances were of a very high 
quality and Mr Davison even felt 
compelled to give a performance too!
Here’s what they had to say:

Lukasz: #goatsquad (crying about leaving)

Suzanna: ‘Inspiring’

Becky: ‘This residential was the best 
that I have ever been on and a great 
way to sign off on three years of music 
making. I’m so sad it’s over.’

Erica: ‘I think this was a really 
practical and productive experience. I 
felt really supported by all the staff and 
I’m so grateful we had the opportunity to 
go.

Maia: ‘SPARK residential reminded me why I 
love music. I was around people who share 
the same passion as me and was able to 
reflect their musicality.’

Well done to all of these pupils, they 
really were fantastic and we received 
lots of positive comments from other 
teachers about them – they are great 
ambassadors for our school.

Last term the year 8s were learning 
about The Plague in history, and as 
homework over half term they were 
asked to make their own pomanders.

A pomander is a ball made of perfumes, 
which was typically worn on the body 
or carried in a vase. Pomanders were 
used as a protection against infection 
in times of pestilence, such as during 
the plague, or merely as a useful 
article to mask bad smells.

Here the year 8s have used cloves 
inserted into oranges in decorative 
designs to create their pomanders, 
but sometimes they could be made from 
gold or silver and contain various 
sweet smelling herbs. Pomanders were 
first mentioned in literature in the 
mid-thirteenth 
century. They 
were used in the 
late Middle Ages 
through the 17th 
century. Also, 
the version of 
the pomander 
the year 8s 
have made with 
oranges, cloves, 
oils and ribbon 
was used as a 
recovery charm in 
witchcraft.



School Announcements
Teach First Futures students 

Cambridge University Easter Schools

Six of our Year 12 students were 
awarded places on a prestigious scheme 
that offers Easter schools at the 
University of Cambridge. Our students 
were given the chance to work with 
world leading researchers in their 
fields and also to meet other students 
with the ambition of gaining a place 
at a top university. Here’s what they 
had to say about it.
The Easter Course to Cambridge was 
a wonderful and fun opportunity , as 
it was my second time going I knew 
the town and I was able to lead the 
Cambridge challenge developing my 
leadership skills,(we won). It was so 
exciting to be living in the halls of 
Cambridge, with my new friends just 
next door. As I went alone it allowed 
me to gain the independence and improve 
my communication skills. At Cambridge 
University not only did I gain the 
knowledge of how English literature 
will be at University but I had the 
chance to be taught by very respected 
professors such as Dr John Regan, 
having had this opportunity of going 
to these seminars I am more confident 
with my AS Level poetry and am now 
convinced I would like to study English 
Literature at University. We also got 
to look further ahead into our lives, 
meeting different people with inspiring 
careers, and me having a closer look 
into the world of marketing. We even 
had a fun party! Worth it.  (Mouna)

I really enjoyed the trip to 
Cambridge, and am really grateful for 
the experience. I got to meet a lot 
of new people and experience a lot 
of new things. I learnt that as long 
as I work hard, I can pretty much do 
and achieve anything I want to. Being 
able to learn/use some of the best lab 
equipment in Cambridge’s prestigious 
chemistry labs, was an amazing 
experience. I am even more motivated 
to go to university now. Hayfa

This Cambridge experience was amazing! 
It has been my best experience of 

visiting a university so far, I really 
enjoyed taking part in the academic 
stream of chemistry. This trip was a 
great way of gaining self-confidence, 
gaining knowledge and having fun. 
Attending the chemistry lesson was 
really interesting as I got to work 
in a real life lab setting and gained 
knowledge from top professors. Also I 
have definitely become more confident 
in speaking in front of a big crowd. 
Asma

Visiting Cambridge was probably the 
best, and most interesting experience 
I have had so far. My favourite aspect 
of it was taking part in the chemistry 
academic stream ‘mysterious molecules’ 
where we were able to work in labs 
and be taught by highly qualified 
professors. From this experience 
I have definitely gained a lot of 
confidence and it has made me realise 
that I definitely want to pursue a 
career in a science department. Vitesa

I really enjoyed the trip to Cambridge 
because it allowed me come out of my 
comfort zone and gain new experiences. 
Being taught at a degree level was 
challenging, which made me even more 
interested in the course. Francini



Get in touch!
Email:pta@arkputneyacademy.org

Twitter:@apapta

Peace of mind
Lots of parents are worried about 
how and when to introduce their 
child safely to smartphones and 
tablets. Ark Putney Academy and 
the PTA are working closely to 
introduce new technology that will 
protect those that need it. By 
installing a simple free app onto 
the device and creating an online 
account, you will have instant 
peace of mind that your child can 
use their phone the way that it is
intended - safely !
Get in touch with us or go to www.
mobileguardian.com for details.
For a limited time, the service is 
exclusively free for APA with the 
voucher code: ARK30250

Do You Shop Online?
If you shop online, you can help 
raise vital funds for the school 
by going to www.easyfundraising.
org All you need to do is create an 
account and use it just like you 
would use google. Easyfundraising 
notes where you are shopping and
sends a percentage of your total 
spend back to the nominated 
organisation such as Ark Putney 
Academy at no cost to you !

At what cost?
The PTA would like to introduce a 
recycling scheme where uniform can 
be made available for purchase at 
affordable rates, but to do this we 
need your help!
We are now accepting donations of 
APA uniform via reception.
Please ensure that all donations 
are bagged for the attention of the 
PTA.

Step into summer
There are lots of things 

happening in the term ahead 
Here is just a taster of 

what’s to come. Please make a 
note in your diary!

April 23rd. Year 7 parents 
evening.

April 22nd. Sports Hall open 
day.

April 29th. Year 7&8 social 
evening quiz.

Exciting times ahead: The PTA 
have had an exclusive sneak peek 
inside the main building and we 
are very happy to report that it 
is going to be a fantastic place 
to be !



This term we’ve been taking part in our tutor 
time :  

Session 
Outline

Purpose Student 
Expectations

A topical 
item will be 
selected from 
our global, 
national or 
local community 
and tutors will 
lead their 
groups in an 
age appropriate 
discussion.

Stimulate and 
formalise 
topical 
discussion.

Build 
confidence and 
Improve student 
oracy skills

students are 
expected to:
- Listen 
actively
- Use standard 
English and 
full sentences
- Take turns
- Think before 
you speak
- Respond 
by building 
on and/or 
challenging the 
views of others 
(use sentence 
stem support 
cards)
- Speak audibly

Should chewing 
gum be banned?

Last week celebrity chef Jamie Oliver says 
he would ban chewing gum if he was Prime 
Minister because it’s ruining Britain’s 
streets.
He says people should be stopped from 
chewing it until a gum can be invented 
that causes less mess on our roads, paths 
and pavements.

• It never biodegrades
• Annual cost of removing chewing gum is 

£56 million.
• Costs a town centre £60,000 a year to 

clean
• 3,000,000 pieces of gum on the pavement 

in Westminster

The Local Government 
Association estimates the 
annual cost of removing 
pieces trodden into 
pavements across England has 
reached £56 million, with 
around six tons dropped in 
the West End of London alone 
each year.
It claimed that while the 
average piece of gum costs 
about 3p to buy, local 
authorities have to spend 
around 10p to clean it up.
“Chewing gum is a plague 
on our pavements,” said 
Peter Box, a councillor 
in Wakefield, West Yorks, 
and the LGA’s environment 
spokesman. “It is a blight 
which costs councils a 
fortune to clean up and 
takes hours of hard work.

• If you were Prime 
Minister, would you ban 
chewing gum? 

• The local authorities 
think that the chewing 
gum companies need to 
pay for cleaning the gum 
off the streets, do you 
agree?

• What do you think the 
government could spent 
£56 million on if there 
was no chewing gum to 
clean?

• How do we reduce the 
amount of chewing gum on 
the pavements?



TO ALL 6TH FORMERS
To celebrate our 15th Anniversary, the Jack Petchey Foundation 
is seeking 15 young thrill seekers to undertake a fundraising 
skydive on the 29th July 2015. No previous experience is 
necessary and it takes just one day to be trained and to make 
the jump!

All participants will need to raise a minimum of £200, but all 
proceeds raised will go to a youth charity of their choice.

A Tandem Skydive is the quickest and easiest way to experience 
the exhilaration of being in freefall! Strapped to a highly 
qualified tandem instructor you will jump from 10,000 – 12,000 
feet falling at speeds of around 120mph before your parachute 
is deployed for you to enjoy the views as you float back to 
the ground.

For full information and further details regarding edibility 
and the full application process please visit:

http://www.jackpetcheyfoundation.org.uk/15th-anniversary-jump 

The application deadline is 24th April 2015.



THE CULTURE CORNER
La cancion de 
la semana - 
Song of the 

week

Guantanamera by 
Compay Segundo

Printemps

Spring 

Primavera

La Palabra de la semana - Word of 
the week

We always need more student answers 
for 5,4,3,2,1! So get thinking and 
hand them in to your tutors or Miss 
Rowe in B15

Scan the QR code to watch the 
video!

Άνοιξη 

5,4,3,2,1

5 people dead or 
alive that you would 
have at your dream 
dinner party: Rizzle 
Kicks, Eminem, David 
Walliams, Manuel 
Neuer, Bear Grylls

4 books or films that you’ll never 
forget: 
Roald Dhal: The Wonderful story of 
Henry Sugar , The Boy in the Striped 
Pajamas, Keeper, Billionaire Boy

3 courses 
you’d choose 
for your 
last meal:
Sushi
Shepherds 
Pie
Strawberries 
and Cream

2. Locations in the world you’d love 
to visit
Brazil and Japan

This week answering 
5,4,3,2,1 we have 
Cameron Goodchild!

This week’s topic: Celebrities in 
the public eye: Madonna’s Fall and 
Harrison’s crash

La pelicula de la semana -

The Motorcycle 
Diaries is an 
adaptation of a 
journal written 
by Ernesto “Che” 
Guevara de la Serna 
when he was 23 
years old. He and 
his friend, Alberto 
Granado are typical 
college students 
who, seeking fun 
and adventure 
before graduation, 
decide to travel 
across Argentina, 

Diarios de Motocicleta - The 
Motorcycle Diaries

Chile, Peru, Colombia, and Venezuela in 
order to do their medical residency at a 
leper colony. Beginning as a buddy/road 
movie in which Ernesto and Alberto are 
seeking cheap thrills before they must 
grow up and have a more serious life. As 
is said in the film itself, it’s about 
“two lives running parallel for a while.” 
The two best friends start off with the 
same goals and aspirations, but by the 
time the film is over, it’s clear what 
each man’s destiny has become.

1. Day of your life you’ll never 
forget: 
The day I was born.



Let’s get Quizzical

Flag it 
up

Answers

On what street 
in New York does 
the city’s famous 
Easter parade take 
place?
A) Broadway
B) Wall Street
C) 5th Avenue
D) 42nd Street

In France how are Easter eggs 
thought to be delivered to 
children on Easter Sunday?
A) By the Easter bunny
B) By the Easter goose
C) By the Virgin Mary who 
delivers them to the children 
while they sleep
D) By a church bell that 
scatters eggs as it rings out 
on Sunday morning
On average, how many Easter 
eggs does each child in the UK 
recieve at Easter?
A) 8.8
B) 5.2
C) 2
D) 12

Which company is famous for 
making incredibly expensive 
ornate easter eggs decorated 
with jewels and precious 
metals?
A) Woolworth’s
B) Swarovski
C) Fabergé
D) Cadbury’s

Jelly beans are a popular 
sweet eaten by Americans at 
Easter, but what is the most 
popular flavour of jelly bean 
in the USA?
A) cherry
B) lemon and lime
C) popcorn
D) ear wax

An Egg-Cellent Easter 
Quiz... 

It’s really cracking!
Answers

How many eggs were hidden in 
the World’s largest Easter egg 
hunt?
A) 501,000
B) 27,000
C) 12,000,000
D) 5000Canada Antigua and 

Barbuda
Belgium

Angola Mozambique

Which one of these wasn’t a Tudor cure for a 
headache?
A) Pressing a hangman’s rope to your head.
B) Drinking a mixture of herbs.
C) Hitting your head against a wall.

Tudors believed that too 
much what made them ill
A) Blood
B) Exercse
C) Sunlight

Which of these wasn’t a popular entertainment at 
Tudor fairs?
A) Dog marrying - public weddings between two 
dogs.
B) A flea circus - fleas were trained to perform 
circus acts.
C) Rope walking - like tight-rope walking but 
with floppier ropes.

How many of Henry VIII’s 
wives were imprisoned in 
the Tower of London?
A)2
B)4
C)all 6

Which of the following were you not allowed to 
eat on a Friday during the Tudor period?
A) Meat
B) Fish
C) Vegetables

Why did Henry VIII have so many 
wives... He liked to chop and change!

Terrible Tudors Quiz!



Wednesday 29th April 2015
6.30 - 8pm

Prizes to be won & complimentary refreshments available!!! 
RSVP: f.harvey@arkputneyacademy.org

Join forces with other year 7 & 8 families 
and take each other on in our fun quiz 

 

Quiz

Calling all 
yEAr

8
 families!

Calling all 
yEAr

7
 families!


