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Students 
of the 
week

Congratulations to KS5 and 
year 11 who have worked so 
hard to complete their mock 
exams over the past two 
weeks. Obviously we have had 
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to use the Sports Hall for 
exams but we still took the 
opportunity to celebrate the 
fact that we now have such 
a great PE space with the 
opening on Wednesday. It was 
great to see you all have the 
opportunity to use our great 
new facilities and it gives us 
a clear idea of what we have to 
look forward to in the future 
with our additional sporting 
facilities such as the floodlit 
muga pitches, the running track 
and the outdoor high jump/long 
jump.

Have a lovely weekend,
Miss Downey

Word of the Week

Blighted
(blight, un-blighted)

Meaning: damaged, destroyed, 
ruined 

His chances in his mock exam were 
blighted because he just wanted to go 

and see the eclipse.

She blighted her chances of an 
accolade on sports day when she fell 

whilst running for the bus.  

Synonyms
Thwarted
Stopped 

Prevented 

Use your planner properly:
•Transfer your HW timetable 
into your weekly pages so you 
know what you will get each 
day.
•Write the day the HW is due 
and prioritise accordingly. 
Be organised:
•Look at the HW more than 
24hours before it’s due: read 
the task outline and look at 
any resources loaded on SMHW.
•If you’re unsure about some-
thing find your teacher ahead 
of time and ask them.
•Check your timetable and put 
work in your bag the night be-
fore. 
Give yourself time and space: 
•Force yourself to turn off 
your TV and put your phone out 
of reach (so you only answer, 
not nonsense chat on whatsapp/ 
FB messenger)
•Set yourself  time goals and 
breaks to support your pace
e.g. “I’m going to work from 5 
-6.30pm on this History essay– 
then I’ll watch MIC. After that 
I’ll work for an hour on Maths. 
Then I’ll redraft my history.”
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Afternoon all. 

A massive congratulations to the only 
four remaining students with 100% 
attendance: Robyn Smart, Dirie Hirsi, 
Shakira Brown and Alea Barham. I am 
also really pleased to see the list 
of 96%+ attendees growing: Anna-
Ruth, Troy, Lynn-Esther, Shai, Kenny, 
Eleesher, Jimena, Abu, Daisy, Eugenia, 
Jamal, Jordan, Isabelle, Saphyrra, 
Cameron, Simon, and Rhys. This shows 
a great commitment from all of you, so 
well done!

Well done to Shai, Shae and Alea for 
their Independence shown in History 
this week and to Mason, Robyn, Eugenia 
and Amber for their Effort in Science. 
I also want to give a special well 
done to Elli-Rae for her improvement 
in Science with Miss Cornes this week. 

There have been a number of detentions 
from incomplete homework again this 
week. It is a waste of your time if 
you are not completing homework on 
time as you know you will receive a 
full hour after school. Your tutors 
and I have now began reports based 
on behaviour, reports and assessment 
levels from before Easter, so those 
of you not on report had better show 
improvement in order to avoid it. I 
will also be running a short rewards 
afternoon again for those students 
with outstanding recent records, 
including attendance, positive points, 
and fewer to none negative points. We 
will hopefully be doing this before 
the next assessment, which is Week 4, 
so a number of you will be getting the 
rewards you deserve!

Go have a lovely weekend.  

It has been a very busy week for us- 
the opening of the Sports Hall was a 
great event but also a great reminder 
of how close we are to moving back 
into the building! Please ensure you 
are looking up all the exciting extra-
curricular activities available this 
term.
It was wonderful seeing so many of you 
at Parent’s Evening- remember to pay 
close attention to the comments made 
by your subject teachers; these will 
really help you focus and reach your 
end of year targets. 
Congratulations to those who have 
completed the Bronze reading award 
and even bigger congratulations to 
the following that have completed the 
Silver: Abdikadir Osman. I am looking 
forward to rewarding those who reach 
Gold by the end of the term!
Do not forget to encourage your 
parents/carers to come along to the 
Parent Teachers Association social 
next Wednesday. It was a huge success 
last time with a fun quiz and lots of 
prizes!
Student of the Week: Abdi Osman. 
Well done Abdi-I have received some 
very positive comments from your new 
teachers, especially French!
Lastly, do not forget to vote for 
the new school logo! Make sure you 
have a good look and decide on your 
favourite, you will be wearing it for 
the next 4 years!
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I am very happy to see the 
continuing progress year 10 are 
making and the focus I am seeing 
in classrooms along with excellent 
standards of uniform and corridor 
behaviour. My theme for this piece 
is our APA pillar of ‘Commitment’. 
I want you to spare a thought and 
think about your goals, academic 
and personal, and think about how 
you are going to achieve them. 
Whatever it is you want to achieve 
will require a strong commitment 
to achieving those aims. With that 
comes an understanding that if you 
feel you are not good at something 
then the only way to improve and 
get better is to be committed to 
what you are doing. One of my 
favourite footballers of all time 
was David Beckham. I had huge 
respect for him because he wasn’t 
the best footballer and not the 
most naturally talented or gifted. 
However, in order to make himself 
better he committed to practising 
his free kick skills every day, 
even after work when all the other 
footballers had gone home. By 
showing an incredible commitment to 
his aims he did eventually become 
one of the best free kick takers 
in the world. You too can be the 
same at whatever you choose to 
do. You have all gone over your 
progress packs in tutor time and 
can see where you are at with your 
target grades and how close you are 
to them. It’s a great opportunity 
to consider what you need to do 
to improve and to ensure you give 
the right amount of commitment to 
achieving your goals. 
Have a great weekend.

I hope everyone is back in the swing 
of the new term, it seems amazing to 
think that we have already been back 
for almost two weeks. Wednesday was 
the opening of the new Sports Hall 
and it really was amazing seeing the 
new facilities available and  to 
see the new school starting to take 
shape before our eyes. It really is a 
fantastic facility for us to use and 
in just a few short teaching weeks we 
will be thinking about teaching in 
there!
The word for this week is ‘Blighted’ 
(blight, un-blighted), which means 
damaged, destroyed or ruined. Here is 
a very interesting example of the word 
in action. ‘His chances in his mock 
exam were blighted because he wanted 
to play football instead of revising’, 
something that might be worth thinking 
about.
Year 9 Options Interviews have been 
going on this week and don’t worry if 
you haven’t been seen yet, as they 
will carry on into next week. Try and 
have a think about your career path or 
at least any ideas that you have, if 
you haven’t had your interview yet.
Brunel House have come up with some 
fund raising ideas and have suggested 
another car wash and tuck shop this 
term before the summer holidays, so we 
will have to see if this can be fitted 
in before the end of the year. I also 
hope to run a possible trip with Mr 
Collins to Kew Gardens for Year 9 
students who have chosen Geography as 
an Option for Year 10, which should be 
an interesting day out, especially if 
the weather is warmer.

Have a good weekend.

D. Glyn-Year 9



Choose our new logo!
We have some exciting news this week 
for Ark Putney Academy!... We have a 
selection of new designs to choose 
from for our new school logo!

The designers looked at all the 
entries we receieved for our logo 
competition and used them in influence 
their designs. Now we want you to have 
a look at them and decide which one 
you want as the new logo!

The designs all incorporate key 
elements of our school’s rich history. 

Number 1 uses the origibal building’s 
wave feature for the key element of 
the emblem, the waves also reflect 
the importance of the river to Putney. 
This is a simple modernist design.

Number 2 also draws influence from the 
architecture of the school building, 
and reflects the geometry of the 
school’s frontage. This celebrates 
the importance of the building as one 
of the last remaining London County 
Council Architects buildings. 

Numbers 3, 4 and 5 all feature the 
shield shape used in the current APA 
logo and the previous Elliott School 
emblem. They also integrate the 
stripes contained in the Elliott logo. 
These also work in some of the key 
icons of the school’s heritage - the 
wave motif, the river, the tiles and 
of course, the elephant.

Number 6 is probably the design most 
strongly inspired by the designs from 
the logo competition. It features the 
elephant and the art deco tiling from 
the front of the school.

Number 7 was also inspired by the 
student designs and incorporates the 
idea of waveswhich suggest connections 
and unity.  

Although these initial designs are all 
in black and white the finished logo 
will be in our school colours of grey 
and green.
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School Announcements
This term we’ve been taking 
part in our tutor time :  

Session 
Outline

Purpose Student 
Expectations

A topical 
item will 
be selected 
from our 
global, 
national 
or local 
community 
and tutors 
will lead 
their groups 
in an age 
appropriate 
discussion.

Stimulate 
and 
formalise 
topical 
discussion.

Build 
confidence 
and Improve 
student 
oracy skills

students are 
expected to:
- Listen 
actively
- Use standard 
English and 
full sentences
- Take turns
- Think before 
you speak
- Respond 
by building 
on and/or 
challenging the 
views of others 
(use sentence 
stem support 
cards)
- Speak audibly

This week: The Mediterranean’s 
deadly migrant routes

Increasing numbers of migrants are 
losing their lives as they make 
the treacherous journey across the 
Mediterranean to Europe, figures from 
the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) show.

Useful link: http://www.bbc.co.uk/
news/world-europe-32387224

At ARK Putney Academy our aim is 
to equip every student with the 
knowledge, learning power and 
character necessary for success. 
Our mission is to support students 
to develop the literacy and 
communication skills they will need 
to thrive in all aspects of life at 
the Academy, at university and in 
their future lives.

For every student to meet our 
challenging targets and high 
aspirations, our students must 
become highly proficient, fluent 
readers, able to read effectively 
and productively.   At ARK Putney 
Academy we aim to cultivate in our 
students the habit of reading, to 
develop students’ confidence in 
reading, and to ensure that they 
acquire a love of reading that will 
last a lifetime.

WE READING

As students we should 
always be ready to read, in 
tutor time or at break and 
lunchtimes and always carry 
a reading book in our bags!

That’s why at APA, 
a reading book is a 
standard piece of school 
equipment -just like a pen!



Get in touch!
Email:pta@arkputneyacademy.org

Twitter:@apapta

Peace of mind
Lots of parents are worried about 
how and when to introduce their 
child safely to smartphones and 
tablets. Ark Putney Academy and 
the PTA are working closely to 
introduce new technology that will 
protect those that need it. By 
installing a simple free app onto 
the device and creating an online 
account, you will have instant 
peace of mind that your child can 
use their phone the way that it is
intended - safely !
Get in touch with us or go to www.
mobileguardian.com for details.
For a limited time, the service is 
exclusively free for APA with the 
voucher code: ARK30250

Do You Shop Online?
If you shop online, you can help 
raise vital funds for the school 
by going to www.easyfundraising.
org All you need to do is create an 
account and use it just like you 
would use google. Easyfundraising 
notes where you are shopping and
sends a percentage of your total 
spend back to the nominated 
organisation such as Ark Putney 
Academy at no cost to you !

At what cost?
The PTA would like to introduce a 
recycling scheme where uniform can 
be made available for purchase at 
affordable rates, but to do this we 
need your help!
We are now accepting donations of 
APA uniform via reception.
Please ensure that all donations 
are bagged for the attention of the 
PTA.

Step into summer
There are lots of things 

happening in the term ahead 
Here is just a taster of 

what’s to come. Please make a 
note in your diary!

April 23rd. Year 7 parents 
evening.

April 22nd. Sports Hall open 
day.

April 29th. Year 7&8 social 
evening quiz.

Exciting times ahead: The PTA 
have had an exclusive sneak peek 
inside the main building and we 
are very happy to report that it 
is going to be a fantastic place 
to be !



THE CULTURE CORNER
La cancion de la semana - Song of 

the week
Mika - Elle me dit

 effort

effort

esfuerzo

La Palabra de la semana - Word of 
the week

We always need more student answers 
for 5,4,3,2,1! So get thinking and 
hand them in to your tutors or Miss 
Rowe in B15

Scan the QR code to watch the 
video!

προσπάθεια

5,4,3,2,1

5 people dead or 
alive that you would 
have at your dream 
dinner party:
Caitlin Moran, 
Lucy Watson, Ricky 
Gervais, Tina Fey, 
Maya Angelou

4 books or films that you’ll never 
forget: 
How to be a woman - Caitlin Moran, 
One flew over the cuckoo’s nest - Ken 
Kesey, To Kill a Mockingbird - Harper 
Lee, Wuthering Heights -Emily Bronte
3 courses 
you’d choose 
for your 
last meal:
French Onion 
soup
Monkfish
Cheese board

2 Locations in the world you’d love to 
visit: 
The Northern Lights, 
the Trans Siberian railway.

This week answering 
5,4,3,2,1 we have 
Miss Rowe.

This week’s topic: Celebrities in 
the public eye: Madonna’s Fall and 
Harrison’s crash

La pelicula de la semana -

In the near future, 
the worst ghettos 
of Paris, France 
are literally 
walled off and 
among the worst 
is District B13. 
Controlled by the 
ruthless crime 
lord, Taha, a young 
righteous punk 
named Leïto is 
determined to bring 
him down. When the 
boss retaliates 
by kidnapping his 

Banlieue 13 - District 13

sister, Lola, a rescue attempt by Leïto 
is destroyed by betrayal that gets him 
arrested and Lola kept in the clutches 
in Taha. Six months later, a crackerjack 
undercover cop named Damien is given a 
urgent mission: a neutron bomb has been 
stolen by Taha in District B13 which has 
an automatic timer function engaged and 
set to detonate in less than 24 hours. Now 
with time running out, Damien and Leïto 
must work together to find and stop the 
bomb, but there is far more to this crisis 
than any of the field players realize.

1 Day of your life you’ll never 
forget: 
Stevie Wonder at Bestival 2012



Let’s get Quizzical

Which one of these wasn’t a Tu-
dor cure for a headache?
A) Pressing a hangman’s rope to 
your head.
B) Drinking a mixture of herbs.
C) Hitting your head against a 
wall.

Tudors believed that too much 
what made them ill
A) Blood
B) Exercse
C) Sunlight

Which of these wasn’t a popular 
entertainment at Tudor fairs?
A) Dog marrying - public 
weddings between two dogs.
B) A flea circus - fleas were 
trained to perform circus acts.
C) Rope walking - like tight-
rope walking but with floppier 
ropes.

How many of Henry VIII’s 
wives were imprisoned in the 
Tower of London?
A)2
B)4
C)all 6

Which of the following were you 
not allowed to eat on a Friday 
during the Tudor period?
A) Meat
B) Fish
C) Vegetables

Terrible Tudors 
Quiz!...
Answers

1. What country consumes 
the most energy in the 
world?
A) Russia
B) China
C) The United States
D) Canada

What country produces the most energy in 
the world?
A) Iraq
B) Saudi Arabia
C) The United States
D) Russia

3. What is the leading source of energy in 
the United States?
A) Coal
B) Oil
C) Nuclear power
D) Natural gas

4. Which of the following sources of en-
ergy is NOT renewable?
A) Petroleum
B) Hydropower
C) Biomass
D) Solar power

5. How much of the world’s water is avail-
able for human use?
A) 97%
B) 23%
C) 3%
D) Less than 1%

6. About how long does it take a Styrofoam 
cup to decompose?
A) 10 years
B) 2 months
C) 400 years
D) 150 years

7. According to the Sierra Club, what is 
the most polluted city in the world?
A) Los Angeles, California
B) Linfen, China
B) New Dehli, India
D) Mexico City, Mexico

Earth Day Environment Quiz




