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Risharne Reyn-
olds-Popat for 
helping Mark 
Turner with his 
writing in Sci-
ence when he hurt 
his wrist._Dr 
Stanley

24-10-2014

Well done for success-
fully reaching the end of 
the first academic half term 
of 2014/5.  You will have 
probably seen in the news 
throughout the year that 
2014 is the 100 year anni-
versary of the outbreak of 
World War One. When we re-
turn on Tuesday November 4 
we will begin our commemo-
ration of this important 
landmark event. During this 
week poppies will be on 
sale in the academy and on 

Well done to the 
following stu-
dents, who were 
fantastic on the 
year 7 trip.
Shannay Bunting-
Hunte, Miracle 
Omokaro-Morgan, 
Raheela Aslam, 
Kaleem Karty, 
Konrad Kornas and 
Micah Roberts._
Miss Hollis

APA This Week

Pradeep Neupane 
and Ewan Tweed-
dale for try-
ing to teach me 
how to play table 
tennis at lunch-
time._Miss Lake

This section is 
for teachers 
and other staff 
to give praise 
to students who 
have gone above 
and beyond to be 
kind or helpful 
to others. Each 
student featured 
will receive 5 
house points.

Wednesday we will have  a 
special house day when we 
do not go to normal les-
sons but are in different 
groups moving around the 
focusing on topics asso-
ciated with World War One 
such as poetry, propa-
ganda, memorial building 
, weapons of war and the 
famous Christmas Football 
Truce of 2014. At the end 
of the day we will mount 
an exhibition of the work 
collected in the hall. On 
the Thursday we will be 
hosting a remembrance ser-
vice to commemorate the 
centenary of World War One 
and the deaths of former 
students who died for this 
cause. Any former stu-
dents who wish to attend 
can do so by contacting 
J.rickard@arkputneyacad-
emy.org

Have a lovely Half Term!
Miss Downey

Eleanor-Rae Ken-
nedy-Watson for 
an excellent ef-
fort completing 
some of her half 
term homework BE-
FORE half term! 
Well done!_ Miss 
Davies

 Well done to Year 7 for 
their excellent attitude and 
behaviour on the Oliver Twist 
Dickens walk on Monday.  The 
students visited some of the 
places featured in the novel 
‘Oliver Twist’ and even stood 
in a park that has old prison 
chambers underneath! They also 
visited Fagin’s den, and the 
teachers were very impressed 
with the amount of good behav-
iour that they saw and with 
the students who said thank 
you at the end of the day.

Oliver Twist Trip with Year 7



School Announcements

BBC Reporter John Sweeney visits 
APA
On Tuesday the 6th form were paid 
a visit by the prominent investi-
gative journalist, John Sweeney. 
The 6th form society heard about 
Sweeney’s visits to North Korea, 
his documentary about Scientol-
ogy and his recent BBC Panorama 
programme about Russia and the 
Ukraine. Mr Sweeney offered many 
fascinating insights into parts of 
the world and society that very few 
people have been able to access, 
and the 6th formers were award-
ed three books for the quality of 
their questioning (well done Tyra, 
Ahmed and Bouh!). It is a real hon-
our for us to be visited by such 
highly regarded figures and it is a 
credit to our students that many 
speakers have asked to come back. 
Well done to all those who have at-
tended every event. We now have a 
break until the 10th November but 
look forward to welcoming entrepre-
neurs, academics in law, an artist 
and a successful competitor from 
the Dragon’s Den after the break!

Mr Davison

BBC Reporter John 
Sweeney visits 

APA

The support and wellbeing team, Cate, 
Esther and Ms Collins are pleased to 
to offer all students drop in sessions 
(called Open Space) to use if you are 
feeling low, worried, stressed, anx-
ious or have complicated stuff going 
on.

The final week of the Activate pro-
gramme took place on Tuesday. The 
PE department ran a series of 
sporting activities for the group 
which included trampolining, end 
ball and dodgeball. The students 
said they had a fantastic time over 
the 3 weeks. Thank you to all the 
staff who helped deliver sessions; 
Ms Emerton, Ms Cahillane, Ms Harvey 
and Ms Patrick.

Primary School Project

Open Space

If you want to use Open Space, all 
you have to do is ask your teacher 
for permission and go to the Wellbe-
ing and Support Office on the ground 
floor of B Block. We know this might 
not be easy for you to do, for so 
many reasons, but please know all 
staff here at school want to support 
you wherever possible.

Open Space Times:
Mondays Period 3
Tuesdays Period 1
Thursdays Period 5

If you have any questions about Open 
Space, feel free to drop in and ask Ms 
Collins.



Monday 10th November 2014 – Year 7 netball tournament @ Burntwood school
Wednesday 12th November 2014 – 6th form football match v Bishop Thomas Grant (home)

Tuesday 18th November 2014 – Year 8 football Wandsworth 7-a-side tournament @ Southfields Academy
Wednesday 19th November 2014 – 6th form football Small-sided Cup Competition-Details to follow

Friday 21st November 2014 – U13s, U16s and U19s London school table tennis tournament @ Chelsea Academy
Wednesday 26th November 2014 – 6th form football match vs St Francis Xavier (SFX) 6th Form College ‘B’ at DHR

Wednesday 26th November 2014, 4-6pm – KS4 boys’ badminton tournament @ Southfields Academy
Tuesday 2nd December 2014 – Year 11 football Wandsworth 7-a-side tournament @ Southfields Academy

Wednesday 3rd December 2014 – 6th form football match v Lambeth Academy
Wednesday 3rd December 2014, 4-6pm – KS4 girls’ badminton tournament@ Southfields Academy

Wednesday 10th December 2014 – 6th form football match @ Bishop Thomas Grant

 Our 6th form team played their first 
match in the South London 6th Form Foot-
ball  ‘A’ League on Friday 17th November. 
Within a few minutes of the game starting 
APA found themselves one-nil up, when Jake 
Gatehouse’s cross was smashed home from 
the head of Elvis Amarfi. Moments later 
another cross was met by Roland Mensah to 
make it 2-0. APA dominated the first half, 
which allowed manager Mr Hayden to make 
a number of substitutions to see what the 
fringe players could offer. With a much 
more even second half, both sides cre-
ate good opportunities, but APA were never 
really under threat. In the end it was a 
comfortable victory and a good start to 
the league competition. Man-of-the-match 
was Jake Baynton to cooly controlled eve-
rything from the defence and made goal-
keeper Liam Taylor’s job very easy. Well 
done to all that played, next match is on 
Wednesday 12th November.

Sixth Form Football Result
APA Sport

Upcoming Sports events/fixtures

The year 7’s take part in a tournament 
every Wednesday lunchtime. The champion of 
the top league for the past two weeks was 
Louie Beesley. He successfully defeated 
Amiya, Rudy and Mark to claim top spot. In 
the 2nd division, Tyler came top, narrowly 
beating Sacha and Isaac.

table Tennis Report

To other results are as 
follows:
Division 3 winner: Kailen
Runner up: Daniel Dario
Division 4 winner: Kiera
Runner up: Alhassan
Division 5 winner: Emil
Runner up: Luca

1.Louis Beesley
2.Amiya Williams
3.Tyler Brindle
4.Sacha Ormiston
5.Rudy Nedd-Stanislaus

6.Isaac Onyeka
7.Kailen Barrios Emler
8.Mark Ddembe
9.Daniel Dario
10.Kiera Richards-
Keirle

Year 7 Table tennis rankings – 23rd Octo-
ber 2014:

Come to the gym every Wednesday lunchtime 
to improve your ranking! 

Year 7 Football:

The year 7 football team played against 
two Southfields teams one after another. 
In our first match we lost by 4 goals to 1 
but we roared back to win 3-0 in the sec-
ond game with Simeon Greenidge scoring a 
fine solo goal. Mark Ddembe also scored a 
screamer into the top corner of the South-
fields net. The football team played very 
well this week and are improving each 
week!

Southfields 4 – APA 1
Southfields 0 –APA 3

Alhassan (GK)
Luke M (capt)
Maani
Kailen

Simeon
Isaac
Florian
Jaydon

Lewis
Aaron
Louis
Mark

ARK Putney Academy 2 v 0 Walworth Academy

Well played to the following students:

Man of the match this week is Simeon Greenidge.
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Congratulations to the following 
students who continue with 100% at-
tendance:
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Year 7
Well done on completing your first half 
term! It has been fantastic seeing so 
many of you integrating into school 
life. Simeon, Cameron and Max have 
shown real commitment to completing 
homework in the library. Emelia has 
joined so many clubs- keep this up! 
Joshua, Charlie and Emil have shown 
great enthusiasm around the table ten-
nis areas! You must each join at least 
one club and attend homework club once 
a week; we are here to help and sup-
port you through your academic work.

I would also like to congratulate 
James Gibbons for improving his at-
tendance the most and making this ef-
fort to do so. You have had a great 
last couple of weeks. I am very 
pleased to see that overall punctual-
ity in the Year has improved as well, 
especially for Nickalous Denny-Lynch.  
 
Well done to the following students 
for getting a number of achievement 
points this week: Robyn Smart, for 
Commitment and Enthusiasm; Nassim Be-
lateche, for Effort; Nadia Nelson, for 
Effort; Abigail Nzola, for getting 
at least a point in each pillar this 
week. His shows great achievement from 
all of you, so well done.
 
We have now come to the end of a long 
half-term and you will earn a deserved 
rest. You will be given some homework 
to complete over the half-term which 
you need to complete to the very best 
of your ability, and you will also re-
ceive a report on the results of all 
of your Autumn 1 Assessments. You need 
to think carefully about your assess-
ments, and whether they are what you 
expected or not. We will of course 
look at how we can help those of you 
who may seem behind in a number of 
subjects and look at what help you 
may need, or want, but you also need 
to look at your effort and commitment 
over the course of the half-term and 
for the assessments.
 
Have a good week off.

STEPHENS, Anna-Ruth
SMART, Robyn
REVA, Anton
PIEDADE, Troy
LOTHIAN, Lia
KACOU, Lynn-Esther
HIRSI, Dirie
HASSAN, Jamal
BAKER, Duejon

AL-SAYED, Yazan

Congratulations to those of you up-
holding our pillars:

Effort
BARTON-YOUNG, Isabelle PE
STEPHENS, Anna-Ruth PE
ABDALLA, Sabir English
CHRISTIE-CLARKE, Elijah English
DURAN-BEJARANO, Danny English
GRANT, Shameille English

Commitment
ROUHI, Safaa English
TAYEBI, Hasti Music

Enthusiasm
GREENE, Sarah Drama
GASHI, Arbana Drama

Independence
ONYEKA, Victory Media Studies
AHMAD, Sheharyaar Maths
AKBAR, Muneeb Maths
GUMBLE, Reece Maths
SAMBOER-PITTER, Alexander Maths
WAKEFORD, Mitchell Maths

I will be rewarding those who have 
been demonstrating our 6 pillars con-
sistently in our next house assembly!

I hope you all have a fun and well 
deserved break,
 
Ms Harvey

The Oliver Twist walk was a huge suc-
cess! I was delighted to see you rep-
resent the school in such a positive 
light; especially those who gave their 
seats up on the bus and trains! Well 
done to those who completed the quiz, 
rewards are coming your way!

ALLEN, Shai
AKRAM, Daniaal
HARDING, Jasmine
COYLE, Shania
CORBYN, Andrew
CLARKE, Shaecaden Casey
BROWN, Shakira
BELATECHE, Nassim
BARHAM, Alea
BAKER, Eleesher
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Congratulations to 
the following pupils 
in Dickens House for 
achieving 100% at-
tendance so far this 
academic year:

RIAZ, Mariam
POPE, Brandon
PIEDADE, Troy
PIEDADE, Teon 
NKOSI, Armstrong
MIAH, Iqbal
LOVEREZ, Lenie Marie
LAGDEN, Joseph
KHAN, Sharo

JIREL, Richa
HOMSAP, Ramavadee
HARDING, Jasmine
FRANCIS, Adam
EDGLEY, Daniel
COYLE, Shania
CHOOMSAENG, Athit
AWAIS, Mohammad
ABEBERESE, Ashia

 I’m sure everyone 
is looking forward 
to a well-earned 
break after the long 
first half of the 
term.  Many of you 
have just finished a 

Congratulations to the following pupils for up-
holding the 6 pillars this week:
Luke Beasley for Good Effort in English
Kathlyn Ofori Aboagye for Good Effort in Eng-
lish
Jasmine Harding for Good Effort in P.E
Rhys Powers for Good Effort in English
Daniel Edgley for Good Effort in Music
Kia Jones for Commitment in English
Ramavadee Homsap for Enthusiasm, Independence 
and Team work in Drama
Athit Choomsaeng for Enthusiasm, Independence 
and Team work in Drama
Jamie Hill for Commitment in Maths
Sky Ryan for Indepenence in Maths

Next week is Halloween night which is 
something that I really enjoy with my 
‘children’ even though they are both 
in their twenties! Halloween hap-
pens every year on 31st October. The 
proper name for Halloween is ‘All Hal-
lows Eve’ this is because it is the 
day before the Christian special day 
of ‘All Saints Day’ on the 1st of No-
vember when people think about and 
pray for the people they know who have 
died. At Halloween there are many tra-
ditions which many people have con-
tinued for many years. In the olden 
days people believed that on Halloween 
night when the nights became dark and 
winter was on the way was then night 
when spooky spirits, ghosts and ghouls 
could come out and roam about. Peo-
ple made lanterns to scare away any 
evil spirits and the first lanterns 
were made out of turnips and later on 
pumpkins. People used to believe that 
anything that went wrong with their 
animals or pets was the fault of evil 
and mischievous spirits and ghosties! 
Children now visit houses dressed up 
as those spooky characters saying 
trick or treat. They pretend that they 
will play tricks if they do not get a 
treat! Have fun at Halloween and make 
sure that you get your pumpkin early 
before they sell out! Have a great 
half-term.
 
D. Glyn-Year 9/ Brunel

The theme of the week is Unity and after Ms 
Brimacombe’s and Mr Davison’s inspiring assem-
bly on United Nations Day, I thought I would 
write you a story to show the importance of 
Unity:
A very old man lay on his death bed surrounded 
by his sons. The three sons were always fighting 
and he decided to teach them a lesson before he 
died. He gave them them a bundle of sticks and 
said, “Can you break these sticks?”
The first son tried and tried to break the bun-
dle but nothing hap pened, so finally he gave up. 
Then it was the turn of the second son to try 
his luck. He thought it would be an easy task 
and picked up the sticks easily. He tried his 
best to break the sticks but nothing happened. 

Finally, the youngest son stepped up, he took 
one stick at a time and easily broke all of 
them.

The father then smiled at his sons and said, 
“Do you understand what hap pened? It is always 
easy to break the sticks one by one. But when 
they are bundled together, none of you could 
break them. In the same way you three broth-
ers should always be together. No one will be 
able to hurt you then.” The brothers realised 
that unity was more important than their petty 
fueds. From that day onwards, they never fought 
with each other and lived together in peace and 
harmony.

I hope you have an enjoyable and restful half 
term!

full exam schedule and hopefully some 
hard revision, so you deserve it. I 
would like to say a really big well 
done to the following students who 
have collected so many achievement 
points: Daniel Edgley 82, Meriem Aour-
agh 80, Sabir Abdalla 76, Hasti Taye-
bi 68, Suzannah Harris 67, Shamielle 
Grant 66, Alan Kawa 63, Sharo Khan 58, 
Ashia Abererese 57, Aisha Akram 57.



Year 7 Philosophy
APA’s year 7s examine some of life’s biggest questions...
If you could have the answer 
to one question what would it 

be?

Why is England so small but when 
you’re in England it is so huge?
Rianna Scott

Does God really exist?
Amiya Williams

How can we stop people getting ill?
Najam Saqib

How big is Space?
Nicolette Beroud-Zaire

Who is the greatest person in the 
world?
Nathanael Holman

What is David Cameron doing about 
conflict in the UK?
Isaac Onyeka

When will the world end? Because I 
want to be prepared.
Kaleem Carty

If you sat next to David Cameron on a bus what would you talk 
about?

What is the most important thing 
about being Prime Minister? Because 
I’m sure its hard.
Kevin Ho

I would ask him how he is doing 
because he’s famous, and it might 
be hard for him to step out of the 
house because of the paparazzi.
Lea Vilensone

I would ask him what he thinks 
about Nigel Farage because from his 
speeches it looks like he hates him 
and it would be interesting to see 
what he really thinks.
Sacha Ormiston

I would ask him about the war going 
on in the world. I’d like to know 
how he is planning on stopping the 
wars and how he is going to protect 
Britain.
Kiera Richards-Keirle

What would his ideal UK include?
Heaven-Leigh Achoko

If you could invent something what 
would you invent?

A potion that makes you younger be-
cause people are very insecure of 
their age.
Miracle Omokaro Morgan

I would invent my own helpline and 
website for children who are be-
ing bullied or having hard times so 
they could express their feelings 
anonamously. Sometimes children 
have no one to talk to who will 
listen to them.
Sinead Brown

A time machine so I could see all 
the things that happened before I 
was born.
Ife Odubanjo

I would invent a medicine for chil-
dren who are blind or have can-
cer, so they would get better. I 
want them to be able to live life 
as well as those who were born 
healthy.
Shannay Bunting-Hunte



Having packed my bag, weighing only 
14kg, with everything I think I 
may need for the year ahead I make 
my way to Heathrow for the first 
of many flights, London to Singa-
pore via Dubai. After an over night 
flight on Emirates air line I land 
in Dubai for 12 hours to explore 
and experience what a city in an 
arid desert climate on the Persian 
Gulf has to offer. Getting the tube 
is very similar to London but much 
cheaper! I then decided to take a 
quick stroll around some of the 
high rise buildings to take in the 
sights. This turned out to be quite 
a mistake as the arid desert cli-
mate meant that it was incredibly 
hot and after 10 minutes I needed 
to drink about a litre of water and 
was very happy to find my way into 
an air conditioned shopping cen-
tre. I got a great view of the burj 

khalifa ( in the picture) which 
is the worlds tallest building, 
830metres high with 163 floor and 
43 maintenance floors in the spire. 
Dubai has many buildings similar to 
those in canary wharf but it also 
has many that are still under con-
struction. This gives Dubai an un-
finished feel!

Ms Roe’s Travel Blog
As many of you know Miss Roe is currently travelling in Asia, she has written to us to 
let us know some of the things she has been doing that she thought the students at APA 
would be interested in!

Next stop, the Republic of Singa-
pore, an island country where land 
reclamation has been used to ex-
pand the size of the city. It has 
grown from 582 km2 in 1960 to 718 
km2 today. I spent several days 
here exploring the markets and wa-
terfront. There are many different 
communities in Singapore, there is 
a Chinese market, little India and 
many food markets selling food from 
all over Asia. To the north of the 
city there are some protected for-
ests and reservoirs where there is 
a tree top suspension bridge allow-
ing you to possibly  see monkeys 
and other animals in the tree tops. 
I saw several monitor lizards on 
the ground, but no such luck with 
any monkeys. Fortunately there is 
a night zoo in Singapore where you 
can take a tour around the semi 
open enclosures seeing the animals 
feeding at night. The hyenas were 
great and only separated from you 
by a ditch about a metre wide! A 
great first week and now I am off to 
Indonesia...

Week 1
A gentle introduction to Asia



THE CULTURE 
CORNER

Word of the Week:
Gnarled: 
Adjective
meaning twisted, old, 
ditorted.

Staff Read of the 
Week: 
Rebecca by Daphne Du 
Maurier
Chosen by Miss Spar-
rowhawk

It’s a wonderfully at-
mospheric novel. It’s 
written from the per-
spective of an unnamed 
narrator, the young 
bride of an older man. 
Soon into the novel 
she realises she is 
dommed to live in the 
shadow of his previous 
wife, the beautiful 
and enigmatic Rebecca.
I particularly love 
the iconic opening 
paragraph.

“Last night I dreamt 
I went to Mander-
ley again. It seemed 
to me I stood by the 
iron gate leading to 
the drive, and for a 
while I could not en-
ter, for the way was 
barred to me. There 
was a padlock and a 
chain upon the gate. 
I called in my dream 
to the lodge-keeper, 
and had no answer, and 
peering closer through 
the rusted spokes of 
the gate I saw that 
the lodge was uninhab-
ited.”

La palabra de la semana - Word of the week

pumpkincalabazacitrouille

Use the word in your 
French or Spanish 
lesson to get reward 
points!

Spooky Science Club 23rd Oct - 
Puking Pumpkins



Due to popular demand we have decided to 
extend the 5,4,3,2,1 segment in the news-
letter to students. If you would like to 
appear in the newsletter please answer the 
questions below on paper and give them to 
you tutor! Don’t forget to put your name 
so we know it’s you! 

5 people dead or alive that you would have 
at your dream dinner party:
 
4 books or films that you’ll never forget:
 
3 courses you’d choose for your last meal:
 
2 Locations in the world you’d love to 
visit
 
1 Day of your life you’ll never forget.

5,4,3,2,1

Don’t forget if you would like to see your 
school mascot in the newsletter and receive 
5 house points tweet us a picture to @ARK-
Putney! 
If you dont have twitter you can bring the 
picture to school on a USB stick and give 
it to your tutor.

@ARKPutney

How much do you know 
about Halloween?

Where does the 
name Halloween 
come from?

What is the Date of Halloween?

What did people 
think happened 
on the night of 
Halloween?

Where in the world does Halloween 
originate from?

Traditionally, why did people put 
lanterns outside their houses?

School Mascot!
This week our school mascots are 
getting ready for Haloween, does 
anyone have a haloween mascot at 
home?

5,4,3,2,1

5 people dead or alive 
that you would have at 
your dream dinner party:
The Queen, William 
Shakespeare, David Cam-
eron, Rowan Atkinson 
and Lewis Hamilton.

4 books or films that you’ll never forget:
The Alex Rider Stormbreaker stories, As-
terix, Tintin, Diary of a Wimpy Kid.

3 courses you’d choose for your last 
meal:
Toad in the hole
Pizza
Pasta Bake

2 Locations in the world you’d love to 
visit:
Africa 
Babados

1 Day of your life you’ll never forget:
The day I learnt to swim.

This week we have Natha-
nael Holman from 7CPA 
answering our student 
5,4,3,2,1!

Happy Halloween!!!!



First World War
Centenary

Remembrance Ceremony

November 6th
2pm

ARK Putney Academy
Elliott School



FIRST WORLD WAR CENTENARY 
REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY

6TH NOVEMBER 2014 AT 2:00PM
ARK PUTNEY ACADEMY

2014 marks 100 years since the start of the First World War.  
In keeping with the national commemoration fitting of this 
significant milestone in world history, ARK Putney Academy 
invites you to a Remembrance Ceremony before the Elliott School 
War Memorial. 

Programme:  2:00pm Assemble in the School Hall
  2:15pm Remembrance Ceremony
  2:45pm Tea
  3:00pm Address by Principal, Alison Downey

Many of you will be aware that the school is undergoing a major 
refurbishment and that currently lessons are taught in temporary 
buildings.  The main building is due to be completed in August 
2015 and we would like to take the opportunity of this event, 
when we are all together, past and present, to bring you news of 
current progress and to discuss how all Old Elliottonians, former 
students and friends of the school may be involved in our Opening 
Ceremony (Date to be announced.)

RSVP e-mail j.rickard@arkputneyacademy.org

We hope parking will be available on the school site, however we 
will communicate these arrangements nearer the time via the APA 
website (www.arkputneyacademy.org). 




