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Dear all 
Next week is exam week for 
years 7-10 and it is a great 
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Word 
of the 
Week
Jittery

Meaning: 
nervous or 

unable to relax

caffeine makes 
me jittery.

He’s very jittery 
about visiting 

the dentist

I’ve got pre-
exam jitters

Synonyms:
anxious
panicky

apprehensive
skittish 

Spotted at APA this 
week...

opportunity for students to 
demonstrate all that you have 
learnt over the course of the 
academic year. These tests are 
important not only because 
they give you a chance to 
shine but also because they 
will affect your groupings 
and setting for next year. It 
is so important that you are 
focused in the exams and do 
your very best. Some people 
say ‘good luck in your exams’ 
but really it is nothing to do 
with good luck it is all about 
hard work and being prepared. 

On Tuesday 
evening we said 
goodbye to our 
Year 11 class of 
2015 and wished 
them all the best 
of luck in their 
GCSE results in 
August and in the 
next stage of 
their academic 
careers. All 
students made 
a huge effort 
and everyone 
certainly looked 
the part for the 
ocassion. 

A huge thanks to 
all the staff and 
Sixth Formers who 
helped make the 
event a success 
and to all the 
parents, friends 
and carers who 
came to support 
Year 11.
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Both Turing & Year 7 have made me very 
proud this week!
The following students took part in the 
MUNGA debating and poster competition:
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Afternoon all. 

A massive congratulations to the 
three remaining students with 100% 
attendance: Robyn Smart Brenda Aponsaa-
safo and Shakira Brown. Well done to 
the 96%+ attendees as well. It is a 
shame that list has dwindled slightly, 
but is great to see the year group’s 
attendance rising!

It has also been great to see so many 
positive points this week, particularly 
for the girls of the year group who are 
still trouncing the boys at the moment. 
Well done to Saphyra, Jasmine, Lynn-
Esther, Amber, Abigail and Kaliyah who 
all received positive points for good 
effort in maths this week. 

Don’t forget that there are prizes to 
be won at the end of year assembly 
for those with the highest number of 
positive points. We still have a couple 
of weeks left of term and there’s all 
to play for! The students with the 
highest number of points from each 
year group will be entered into the 
randomiser to stand a chance of winning 
a mountain bike or, for year 10, a 
Samsung Galaxy tablet. I want to see 
all of you being on your best behaviour 
this week and trying hard in all your 
lessons. This will also help you to 
prepare for assessment week when you 
will need to get your heads down apply 
yourselves!

Enjoy the extended weekend and come 
back next week refreshed and ready for 
you assessments. You can check you 
assessment timetables on the school 
website. 

Mr Richards

Theo
Miracle
Sinead

Cameron
Sacha
Emily

They went head-to-head with other 
Wandsworth schools to debate the motion:
Children should have the right to their 
own parliament.
Massive congratulations to Theo who 
presented his wonderful poster depicting 
children and won!
Cameron also won Best Speaker of the day- 
well done!  
Each student represented our Academy in 
an extremely professional manner and many 
members of the public commented on how 
mature and well-mannered they were- well 
done!
I hope you all feel prepared for your end 
of year assessments; sitting exam style 
assessments is great practice for when you 
get to GCSE.
Have a great weekend,
Ms Harvey

Kiera
Mark
Isaac



Just a reminder that it is exams week 
next week and all students should 
have a copy in their planner, while 
it was also in the newsletter last 
week. Revision should have started 
by now, if not please make a start 
this weekend as Year 9’s first exam 
is on Tuesday! It was terrible to 
hear last week about the killings in 
Charleston, South Carolina last week 
and the argument around gun ownership 
continues to rage. There are a series 
of rights enshrined in United States 
law and one of them is the right to 
own a gun. They have a Bill of Rights 
called the Second Amendment, which, 
along with the right to freedom of 
religion and freedom of speech, 
allows you to keep and bear arms. The 
killing has again ignited debate about 
America’s gun laws and President Obama 
has again spoken out stating: “We 
don’t have all the facts, but we do 
know that, once again, innocent people 
were killed in part because someone 
who wanted to inflict harm had no 
trouble getting their hands on a gun”. 
This is particularly relevant when we 
understand that Dylann Roof, who is 
the arrested suspect, was reportedly 
given a gun for his 21st birthday. 
It raises the question should the U.S 
really be a society where guns are 
so freely available? Perhaps this 
is something that we can discuss in 
current affairs next week.

Just a reminder that if you didn’t put 
your name down for any of the events 
for Sports Day on Tuesday the 7th 
July, please see me ASAP. It would be 
great if Brunel could make a good fist 
of it this year and give it a real go.

Have a great weekend.

D. Glyn Year 9/Brunel

I want to wish you all good luck for 
your exams next week although I should 
probably say luck will have nothing to 
do with it. You will achieve what you 
work hard for and only be held back by 
yourself if you let yourself be held 
back. I came across this story about 
an elephant and thought I would share 
with you all:

The Elephant Rope

“As a man was passing a herd of 
elephants, he suddenly stopped, 
confused by the fact that these huge 
creatures were being held by only a 
small rope tied to their front leg. No 
chains, no cages. It was obvious that 
the elephants could, at anytime, break 
away from their bonds but for some 
reason, they did not. 

He saw a trainer nearby and asked why 
these animals just stood there and 
made no attempt to get away. “Well,” 
trainer said, “when they are very 
young and much smaller we use the 
same size rope to tie them and, at 
that age, it’s enough to hold them. As 
they grow up, they are conditioned to 
believe they cannot break away. They 
believe the rope can still hold them, 
so they never try to break free.” 
The man was amazed. These animals 
could at any time break free from 
their bonds but because they believed 
they couldn’t, they were stuck right 
where they were. 

Like the elephants, how many of us go 
through life hanging onto a belief 
that we cannot do something, simply 
because we failed at it once before? 
Failure is part of learning; never 
give up on your own ambitions; believe 
in yourself!”
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School Announcements
This term we’ve been taking 
part in our tutor time :  

Session 
Outline

Purpose Student 
Expectations

A topical 
item will 
be selected 
from our 
global, 
national 
or local 
community 
and tutors 
will lead 
their groups 
in an age 
appropriate 
discussion.

Stimulate 
and 
formalise 
topical 
discussion.

Build 
confidence 
and improve 
student 
oracy 
skills

Students are 
expected to:
- Listen 
actively
- Use standard 
English and 
full sentences
- Take turns
- Think before 
you speak
- Respond 
by building 
on and/or 
challenging 
the views of 
others (use 
sentence stem 
support cards)
- Speak 
audibly

This week: In light of the recent 
shootings in Charleston, should the 
U.S really be a society where guns 
are so freely available?

Useful links: http://www.theguardian.
com/us-news/2015/jun/20/charleston-
south-carolina-shooting-gun-control-
reform-myths

Ms Downey’s Top 
Revision Tips

1 Short spurts of revision (20-25 
minutes) are most effective. Your 
concentration lapses after about an 
hour and you need to take a short 
break (5-10 minutes).

2 Find a quiet place to revise—your 
bedroom, school, the local library—
and refuse to be interrupted or 
distracted.

3 Make your own revision notes, 
because you will remember what you 
have written down more easily.Stick 
keynotes to a cupboard or loo doors 
so you can see them everyday!

4 Use different techniques. Make 
your own learning maps. Use post-
it notes to write key words on, 
create flash cards. Record your 
notes on tape and listen to them 
back on your MP3 or mobile phone. 
Ask friends to test you. Use 
highlighter pens to mark important 
points. Chant or make up a rap 
song.

5 Practise on past exam papers or 
revision tests available on the 
web. Initially do one section at 
a time and progress to doing the 
entire paper against the clock.

6 Don’t get stressed out! Eat 
properly and get lots of kip! 

7 Believe in yourself and be 
positive. If you think you can 
succeed you will; if you convince 
yourself that you will fail, that’s 
what will probably happen.



School Announcements



Sports Day
Tuesday 7 th July

At
Barn Elms Athletics 

track
London Marathon 

Pavilion
Queen Elizabeth Walk

London SW13 9SA



Get in touch!
Email:pta@arkputneyacademy.org

Twitter:@apapta

Internet Safety
Lots of parents are worried about 
how and when to introduce their child 
safely to smartphones and tablets. Ark 
Putney Academy and the PTA are working 
closely to introduce new technology 
that will protect those that need it. 
By installing a simple free app onto 
the device and creating an online 
account, you will have instant peace 
of mind that your child can use their 
phone the way that it is
intended - safely !
Get in touch with us or go to www.
mobileguardian.com for details.
For a limited time, the service is 
exclusively free for APA with the 
voucher code: ARK30250

Do You Shop Online?
If you shop online, you can help raise 
vital funds for the school by going 
to www.easyfundraising.org.  All you 
need to do is create an account and 
use it just like you would use google. 
Easyfundraising notes where you are 
shopping and
sends a percentage of your total spend 
back to the nominated organisation 
such as Ark Putney Academy at no cost 
to you ! £56.13 has been raised so far 
by just a few people and we want your 
help to raise more this year. There 
are lots of big names associated with 
the scheme like Amazon and Ebay.
You can even use it to do your weekly 
shop or book a holiday !
What’s more it doesn’t cost you a 
penny!
All money raised will go back to the 
school and the PTA pledges to ensure 
that this money is used to benefit 
the students directly. Please sign up 
today and if
you need any help or advice, please 
contact the PTA.

At what cost?
A new report by the Children’s Society 
called “At What Cost”, suggests that 
lots of
parents in the U.K struggle to pay for 
school uniform. The average annual 
cost of purchasing official school 
uniform is reported to be £159 per 
year including P.E kit.
The PTA would like to introduce a 
recycling scheme where uniform can 
be made available for purchase at 
affordable rates, but to do this we 
need your help!
We are now accepting donations of APA 
uniform via reception.
Please ensure that all donations are 

Summer Fair
We are pleased to announce that 
this year’s Summer Fair will take 
place on the 8th July at 2pm. 
Please get in touch by email pta@
arkputneyacademy.org or come to 
our next meeting on Wednesday 10th 
June in the library at 6pm if you 
can help us to make this a great 
occasion.



THE CULTURE CORNER
Chanson de la semaine - Song of the 

week

Marc Anthony - Vivir mi vida 

pastèque
watermelon

sandia

La Palabra de la semana - Word of 
the week

Scan the QR code to watch the 
video!

καρπούζι

5,4,3,2,1

5 people dead or alive 
that you would have 
at your dream dinner 
party: Trey Songz, 
August Alsina, Whitney 
Houston, Jessica Alba, 
Beyonce

4 books or films that you’ll never 
forget: Harry Potter, Twilight, The 
Hunger Games, Divergent

3 courses you’d choose for your last 
meal: 
Fajitas
Cake
Apples

This week answering 
5,4,3,2,1 we have Rachel 
May in 10ESI

This week’s topic: Celebrities in 
the public eye: Madonna’s Fall and 
Harrison’s crash

La pelicula de la semana - Film of 
the week

When Pepa 
Marcos’ 
lover Ivan 
suddenly 
leaves her 
without any 
explanation, 
she embarks 
on a strange 
journey to 
discover 
why. On 
the way 
she meets a 
variety of 
eccentric 
characters, 
including Ivan’s son from a previous 
relationship, his fiancee Marissa 
and a Shiite terrorist cell who have 
been secretly holding her best friend 
Candela hostage.

2 Locations in the world you’d love to 
visit: 
Australia
Mexico
1 Day of your life you’ll never 
forget: 
It’s too hard to pick just one. I 
think there are many days in life that 
are memorable.

Mujeres al borde de un ataque de 

Scan the QR code to watch the 
video!



Let’s get Quizzical
Cities Quiz
1. Which French city is known 
famously as “The City of Lights”?
A) Nice
B) Lyon
C) Versailles
D) Paris

2. Delhi (also known as New 
Delhi) is the National Capital of 
which country?
A) Sri Lanka
B) Saudi Arabia
C) Egypt
D) India

3. This Italian city once spawned 
an entire Empire that ruled most 
of Europe
A) Madrid
B) Naples
C) Rome
D) Athens

Which famous city houses The 
Parthenon, an Ancient temple 
dedicated to the Godess Athena?
Berlin
Athens
Rome
Istanbul

4. What is the largest city in 
terms of population in Turkey?
A) Budapest
B) Cypress
C) Istanbul
D) Emet

5. Bangkok is a major city in 
which country?
A) Singapore
B) Cambodia
C) The Phillipines
D) Thailand

6. Which South American city has 
this massive statue of Jesus tow-
ering over it?
A) Buenos Aires
B) Rio De Janeiro
C) Sao Paulo
D) Margarita Island

7. Which city is the capital of 
Japan?
A) Kyoto
B) Tokyo
C) Sapporo
D) Osaka

Elementary my dear Watson... 
Science Quiz

Who much do you know about elements and 
the periodic table... Test your knowledge!

1. What is listed in the Periodic Table?
a) Compounds
b) Elements
c) Gases
d) Metals

2. In the periodic table, what is a period?
a) A horizontal row
b) A vertical line
c) The left hand side
d) The middle block

3. Which of the following is the name for 
group 1 in the periodic table?
a) Alkali metals
b) Alkaline earth metals
c) Halogens
d) Noble gases

7. Which of the following elements is metal?
a) Magnesium
b) Nitrogen
c) Helium
d) Phosphorus

8. Which of the following is the symbol for 
sodium?
a) Na
b) S
c) Sd
d) So

4. Which of the following is the name for group 
2 in the periodic table?
a) Alkali metals
b) Alkaline earth metals
c) Halogens
d) Noble gases

5. Which of the following is the name for 
group 7 in the periodic table?
a) Alkali metals
b) Alkaline earth metals
c) Halogens
d) Noble gases

6. Which of the following is the name for 
group 8 in the periodic table?
a) Alkali metals
b) Alkaline earth metals
c) Halogens
d) Noble gases



Summer  Fair
choose from a range 
of great games and 
activities...
Splat the rat
beat the goalie
hook-a-duck
frog hoopla
tin can alley
Trampolining
Indoor cricket batting 
practise

Or treat yourself...
Nail bar
face painting

And if you're parched or 
peckish...
barbecue
fruit cocktail bar
homemade cakes and  
biscuits
Ice  cream
Sweets

SPEcial event
shoot a sponge - staff in 
the stocks

Wednesday 8th July 2pm - 5pm 
Ark Putney Academy Pullman Gardens SW15 3DG



wanted
there are a number of outlaws on the loose in apa... 

please keep an eye out around the school for wanted 
posters

on wednesday 8th of july at the apa summer fair we 
are will bring the most wanted outlaws to justice
as their punishment they 

will be placed in the stocks 
and students will have the 
opportunity to throw wet 

sponges at them
30p a throw

4 for £1

it costs 10p to vote for the teacher you want to see 
get sponged. the 5 teachers with the most votes will 
face the stocks. the teachers you have to choose 
from are...

“hardman hayden”
“harvey the hammer”

“furious foss”
“krazy kyriacou”

“danger duffy”
“psycho singleton”

“barmy brimacombe”
“wild west white”

“bloodthirsty borthwick”
“roundhouse richards”

“madman murphy”
“daredevil davison” 

“the terrible triad” - mr humphreys 
and the site staff

“hotwire harris - the rebel 
receptionist”

please see your tutor or miss rowe in b15 to cast 
your votes all money raised goes to the pta


