
Message From the Principal

APA Student Raise the Bar
Over 70 pupils from six ARK schools took part 
in mock trials, case reviews and networked with 
practising lawyers, barristers and legal executives 
at a Legal Professions Careers Information Day at 
the Law Society in London on 22 November. Pupils 
from Ark, ARK Putney, Burlington Danes, Evelyn 
Grace, Helenswood and Walworth academies 
were able to ask questions in workshops, over 
lunch and at panel sessions hosted by leading legal 
professionals.

ARK Putney Academy pupil Hayley Belgrave told 
us, “Today has been good because I was able to 
speak to solicitors and barristers and learn about 
the different fields in law. I want to be a barrister 
because I enjoy debating, defending people and 
challenging people’s thought process as to why they 
think they are right. It was interesting working on 
a case review today and working with other ARK 

Schools. I would encourage other pupils to come 
and try it out if they get the chance.” A highlight of 
the day was listening to an inspirational speech given 
by the Rt Hon. the Baroness Scotland of Asthal QC 
about her career and tips on how to succeed.

Next week is a busy week at the academy with 
lots of activities planned in the lead up to the end 
of term including the Christmas Concert and APA 
has got talent, where students will be able to show 
off their musical and dancing skills. We also have 
Christmas assemblies and rewards assemblies 
throughout the week. On Wednesday, Debbie and 
her team are cooking us Christmas dinner and it is 
also mufti/Christmas jumper day. This means that 
you can all wear your own clothes but it would be 
great to see as many of you as possible in Christmas 
jumpers!  With all of these events and your own 
preparations for Christmas at home it is easy to lose 
sight of the core purpose of mufti days, which is to 
raise money for our chosen house charities. Whilst 
Christmas is an exciting time for most of us we 
should also take some time out to remember those 

who are facing difficult times and are less fortunate 
than ourselves. Enjoy the weekend!

NOTICE: Next Week
Remember next 
Wednesday is Mufti Day 
and Christmas lunch! Do 
wear your Christmas 
jumpers and please bring 
any spare change for our 
house charities! 

Also,  please be aware school closes early 
next Friday at 12pm. 
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DICKENS: 
Ms Chaudhry 

The following pupils have achieved 100% attendance 
so far this year; well done!

WAUGH, Camille 
ROYE, Tia 
PIEDADE, Troy 
PIEDADE, Teon 
MARTIN, Cameron 
LOVEREZ, Lenie Marie 
LASKOWSKI, Lukasz 
KHAN, Sharo 
HILL, Jamie 
HARDING, Jasmine 
ELGHAILANI, Kamal 
EDGLEY, Tomas 
DJE, Jewell 
DASSOLER CORREA, Fernanda 
AWAIS, Mohammad 

Last week we achieved 91% attendance and also 
came 3rd in the attendance race so we really 
need to improve!! Ms Sinot’s form had the highest 
attendance with 94%; well done!  However, the 
school’s target is 95% so we are quite far behind and 

we need to ensure that we are coming in every day!

Remember to buy your Christmas jumpers for the 
mufti day on Wednesday 18th December; there is a 
prize for the best jumper!!

If your earrings have been confiscated, please come 
and get them from my office.

Well done to Year 11 for completing their mocks; I 
hope that this experience helps you to achieve your 
full potentials in the summer!

Have a lovely weekend; rest well and be festive!!

DRAMA NEWS:

I would like to introduce a Drama Society to 
the school so please come and see me if you 
are interested.  This would involve putting on 
productions and going to the theatre on a regular 
basis as well as celebrating our success with a 
cheeky Nando’s!  All years are welcome so come 
and have some educational fun!

The year 13 Dram class went to watch a production 
of “Woyzeck” at Omnibus in Clapham Common.  
Amy, Sam, Dylan and William were able to talk 
to the director as well as some students from 
Cambridge University about the concept of the play; 
It was a very educational and worthwhile experience 
and I look forward to taking them again.

Message From the Heads of House
BRUNEL: Mr Glyn

Next week, the last week of term, is 
always a very busy week and one to look 
forward to. We have the Talent show, 
which always throws up some amazing 

acts and Faculty Thursday where students will be 
able to enjoy some creative and fun lessons, built 
around their normal subject areas. I’m really looking 
forward to this and some of the fantastic ideas that 
Faculties come up with, it should be a great day. 
Then on Friday we have the important prize giving 
assembly, where students gain their pillar badges 

across the year groups and also get entered into the 
attendance draw, (so make sure you’re there!).
It is also our House Charity week and thank you to 
the Brunel House Council for their idea of running 
a tuck shop, which Ms Downey has kindly agreed 
to. We hope to raise enough money this year to 
sponsor a puppy at Battersea Dogs and Cats Home. 
Maia and Moesha will be running this in room A16, 
during lunch and break and I hope some of you will 
volunteer to help us. Please remember to bring in 
some extra money to spend.
Have a great weekend and don’t forget the 
Christmas shopping, as time is rapidly running out!



Message From the Heads of House
TURING: 
Ms Brimacombe 

Fantastic news…Turing House are joint top of the 
House points!!!

Well done and thank you to you all for making 
a concerted effort this week to improve your 
attendance. We met the school target of 95% and 
won the weekly attendance board. Let’s keep it up 
for the final week of term.

Hopefully, you have been successful in your 
Christmas jumper shopping! If not you still have this 
weekend to get yours. Don’t forget there is a prize 
for the best one worn on Wednesday.

Congratulations to Batool, Hasti, Arbana, Kerim 
& Stefanos for being successful in the auditions for 
APA’s Got Talent…I am extremely excited to hear 
your acts. Good luck in the competition!

Finally, thank you to Reece Gumble for getting into 
the festive spirit and co-ordinating the Christmas 
decorations up around school. They look lovely 
and I look forward to seeing all of your classrooms 
decorated next week. Again, there will be a prize 
for the best dressed tutor room!

TURNER:
Mr Richards

As we approach the last week of term, I am sure 
you are all excited to be breaking off for the 
Christmas holiday. I hope your assessments and 
mock exams went well and you get the grade you 
deserve from your hard work. 

Next week is going to be packed full of different 
events – in particular the Faculty competition next 
Thursday, when I hope to see you all working well 
together, as you did on Sports Day, in order to bring 
Turner to the top of the table. You will compete 
in four different activities in four different subjects 
during the day, so I hope you enjoy it. Also there 
will a be a charity tuck shop running during next 
week, where you will be able to buy all of your 
sweets and other stuff at break, instead of at the 
green man, so bring some extra cash in with you so 
we can make some more money for the different 

House charities. 

Despite the cold, many of you are still coming in 
with sniffles and colds, where others might take a 
day off. I just want to say how impressive this is, and 
what excellent commitment it shows from you as a 
group. 

Have a good weekend! 

Next week during 
tutor time…bring 
your spare change to 
buy a guess. Closest 
guess will win the jar!



Jack Petchey Achievement Award 2013 Winners

A few weeks ago, you the student body, were asked 
to vote from eight nominated students to receive 
the Jack Petchey Achievement Award 2013. We 
received well over 400 votes and it was great to 
see all the nominees receiving large portions of the 
votes.

I am pleased to announce that the two winners 
of the Jack Petchey Achievement Award 2013 for 
Ark Putney Academy are Zak Chelli and Maia 
Drummond.

Zak Chelli for his achievements in 
boxing and representing GB at the 
World championships.

She reflects everything that we are 
trying to achieve at our Academy. 
She has represented the school at 
‘The Shakespeare’s School Festival’, 
the ARK ‘Spark’ choir at their 
annual concert at the Barbican. She 
is a House Captain and is always 
keen and enthusiastic and ready 

to volunteer for everything! She participates in 
all House Competition and activities and was an 
absolute super star for Brunel House at Sports Day.

The two winners will be congratulated for their 
achievements at the end of term assembly and 
receive:
• A framed certificate and badge
• Membership of the JPF Achievers community
• £200 to be spent on a something of their 
choice that will benefit the school.
• Finally they will be invited to attending the 
Wandsworth Jack Petchey celebration event where 
they are congratulated on stage in front of friends 
and family. 

PUTNEY LIBRARY ART EXHIBITION NOV/DEC 2013
Some of the AS, A2 and GCSE students exhibited 
their work at Putney Library this year. This is the 
eighth year we have collaborated with the library 
and the exhibition always draws in a very favourable 
response from the local community.
Below are some quotes by the general public:
• Really impressed by the originality of the 

artwork.
• I am particularly impressed by Amy Waite’s and 

Charlotte Denslow’s abstract work.
• Nathan Carter-Dale’s (work) comes through 

with real power.
• A good selection and I particularly liked the 

works by Angela Man and Nicola Lodge.
• Some really interesting and poignant pieces and I 

am impressed by the range of media.
• I really enjoyed this exhibition and particularly 

like Charlotte Denslow’s and Aaisha 
Abdulsalam’s for their use of brushwork and 
colour.

• I would love to buy Charlotte Denslow’s piece, 
it just jumps out at me.

• Another fabulous exhibition by the APA 
students – great to see the tradition of creativity 
in Art continues.

Students: Charlotte Denslow, Aimee Waite, 
Aaisha Abdulsalam, Jack Badger, Kimberley Kitchen, 
Sarah Benham, Angela Man, Rachael Dyer, Suthima 
Palasak, Roxanne Edison, Lily Sansford, Nathan 
Carter-Dale, Kerry Dry, Nicola Lodge and Corie 
Smith.

‘Another fabulous exhibition 
by the APA students – 
great to see the tradition of 
creativity in Art continues.’



•	 5 people you’d love to have round for 
dinner:

• The Climber Heindrich Harrer who wrote two 
of my favourite books “Seven Years in Tibet” 
and “White Spider”. One about spending time 
with the Dalai Lama in Tibet and the other 
about climbers conquering the dangerous Eiger 
in the Alps.

• The comedian Tommy Cooper who could make 
me laugh just walking on the stage “Last night I 
dreamt I was plucking a chicken. When I woke 
up my wife was bald”.

• Jessie Owens who had to perform at his best 
whilst at the Olympics in Nazi Germany in 1936. 
He won several gold medals and, apparently, 
Hitler refused to acknowledge him.

• Martin Luther King who stood up for what 
is right in a prejudiced USA. He risked and 
eventually lost his life for his beliefs.

• My granddad so that I could ask him all the 
things I didn’t ask him whilst he was alive. He 
flew in Lancaster bombers during WW2 and his 
father fought in a famous battle in Sudan (Abu 
Klei) going to relieve Gordon of Khartoum.

4	books	and	films	you’ll	never	forget:

• Film – Cinema Paradiso. This is an Italian film 
about a little boy who makes friends with a film 
projectionist who becomes a granddad figure.

• Film – Brazil. A Terry Gilliam film which opened 
my eyes to how Surreal and creative film making 
could be. Weird and very enjoyable with two 
endings. One for the British market and one for 
the USA market.

• Film - The Hill. A gritty black and white film 
starring Sean Connery (1960s). How he is bullied 
in the conscript post war army.

• Blood Simple – The Coen Brothers film about 
murder and intrigue in the sweltering Southern 
States of the USA. Taught me that good films 
don’t always have to be fast and furious. 

• Book – Seven Years in Tibet – Heindrich Harrer. 
Amazing true life exploits of Harrer in the 
“Forbiden City”.

• Books – Touching the Void. I read this in the 
first years of my climbing. It was an inspirational 

true story of survival against all the odds in the 
mountains.

• Books – Perfume, like the film Brazil, dark and 
surreal.

• Books – A set of books about the worlds 
explorers (When I was about 7 to 11). These 
really captured my imagination and probably led 
to me walking, climbing, etc.

3 foods you’d have for your last meal:

• Seafood salad as a starter.
• Curry (Indian or Thai)
• Steak and chips (Medium rare)

2 places you’d love to visit:
• Japan
• Iceland

1 day you’ll never forget:
• The day I climbed Sgur Alasdair on the Isle 

of Skye. This is the highest mountain on the 
island which is off the coast of Scotland. It is a 
“Munroe” which means it is over 3,000 ft high. 
On this day I had lots of very mixed emotions. 
I sadly saw a helicopter rescue for another 
climber who had fallen to their death. I took 
a fall myself, swinging over a 2,000ft drop, but 
managed to climb thin cracks back into the 
position I had been in. One of my friends got 
their bag stuck on a rock that left them hanging 
over a 3,000ft drop. However, we reached 
the top triumphantly. Then on the way down, 
exhausted, we realised we had left one of the 
ropes at the top so had to go back to retrieve it. 
Eventually, we reached the pub having been out 
on the mountain from 7am to 10pm (15hrs).

6th Form Society Event Monday 16th December

This will be a presentation on the importance of a 
fair justice system, shedding light on some of the key 
principles in the law.

There will also be opportunities to find out about 
careers in the legal world and ask questions to a 
group of young lawyers giving the presentation.
Make sure you are there. 3.15pm in the Main Hall.

5,4,3,2,1: Mr Solari



Come and watch a presentation on the  
importance of a fair justice system. 
 

Opportunities to find out about careers in the 
legal world. 
 

Ask questions to a group of young lawyers  

giving the presentation.  

Monday 16th December, 3:15pm 
Main Hall 

12 King’s Bench Walk barristers 



         
     

      
     
      
    

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Wild Boy  

 Rob Lloyd Jones 

London, 1841. 

               A boy covered in hair, raised as a monster, condemned to life          
in a travelling freak show. A boy with an extraordinary power  
of observation and detection. A boy accused of murder; on 
the run; hungry for the truth.  

 

        Publisher: Walker      ISBN-13: 978-1406341386 

 

Binny for Short 

Hilary Mckay 

 

Binny's life has been difficult since her father died and her 
dreadful old Aunt Violet disposed of her beloved dog, Max. 
Her world changed then, to a city flat with not enough space 
for her Mum, her sister Clem and brother James.  

Then Aunt Violet dies, leaving a small cottage in Cornwall to 
Binny’s family. Binny finds herself in a new world once more, 
full of sunshine and freedom. But Max is still lost in the past, 
and it seems impossible that she'll ever find him again… 

 

Publisher: Hodder Children's Books  ISBN-13: 978-1444900545 

Is there a book (or two) in your child’s  

Christmas stocking this Year?  Just
 pub

lishe
d! 
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Curl up with a good ghost story this Christmas 

       All these and more available in the library! 

Victorian Ghost Stories 

Retold by Mike Stocks 

Ghost Abbey 

By Robert Westall 

  
Black Harvest 

By Ann Pilling 

Mr Corbetts Ghost 

By Leon Garfield 

Haunted 

Breathe 

By Cliff McNish 

A Christmas Carol 

By Charles Dickens 

The Woman in Black 

By Susan Hill 
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ARK PUTNEY 
ACADEMY

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
TUESDAY 17TH 

DECEMBER
6.00PM TO 7.00PM

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday at break time.

(16-19th December)

In the Sixth Form Common 
area (Block A) Starting Price 

30p



13th December 1843

“A Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens 
published, 6,000 copies sold

16th December 1915

Albert Einstein publishes the General Theory 
of Relativity

This Day in History

14th December 2003

Saddam Hussein captured.
The ousted President of Iraq, Saddam Hussein, 

is under arrest after being found by US 
soldiers hiding in a cellar.

15th December 1877

Thomas Edison patented the phonograph. 

17th December 1538

Pope Paul III excommunicated England’s King 
Henry VIII

18th December 1865

Slavery was abolished in the United States with 
the 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 

being ratified.


