
Message From the Principal

Poetry Slam Competition
On Tuesday 17th December, Year 7 took part in 
a poetry slam after completing their unit ‘The Art 
of Poetry’ in English this term. The slam was the 
culmination of a series of ‘in class’ competitions 
where the top three performances and a ‘wildcard’ 
were selected to represent their class.

The standard this year was extremely high with 
a variety of stylistic performances including a 
poetry rap; a singing ensemble; duos and solo 
performances. The topic of Simon Cowell was 
even mentioned in an exhilarating performance 
by a group from Ms Little’s class along with an 
impassioned poem on freedom, a poem inspired by 
Tennyson’s ‘Marianna’, the vices of Las Vegas and 
sensitive issues of loss.

Many congratulations to all the students that took 
part and especially to our winners Anna Ruth 

Stevens (3rd place) Daisy Fieldhouse-Still, Isabelle 
Barton Young and Shakira Brown (2nd place) and 
Theo Pulit and Yazan Al-Sayed (1st place). 

Dear all, 

We are finally at the end of the long autumn term 
after a week of activities. Thanks to everyone who 
participated in the Christmas concert and APA’s 
Got Talent, it was great to see how many talented 
individuals we have in the academy. Next term will 
be a busy one for us all. We have new caterers 
starting from the first day of term and they will be 
in over the holidays preparing the serving area with 
new posters and information. We should  see some 
changes in the food service especially with regards 
to the snacks and cold food so I will be interested 
to hear your feedback. School opens for students 
on Tuesday January 7th  so please make sure that 
you arrive on time and equipped on that day. Year 
13 then start their mock examinations and year 11 
receive their mock results and have parents evening  

on January 16th. Finally  I would like to wish you all 
a very Merry Christmas and a safe and peaceful new 
year.  
Ms Downey
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DICKENS: Ms Chaudhry
 
Well done to the following students for 
achieving 100% attendance this term:

AWAIS, Mohammad; DASSOLER CORREA, 
Fernanda; DJE, Jewell; EDGLEY, Tomas ; HARDING, 
Jasmine; KHAN, Sharo; Laskowski, Lukasz 
MARTIN, Cameron ; PIEDADE, Teon ; PIEDADE, Troy ; 
ROYE, Tia 

Congratulations to Miss Sinot’s form for being the top 
tutor group with 94%!  We are still 3rd in the House 
competition with 36 points but if you all make a huge 
effort, next term, to come in everyday on time, we can 
try to beat Turner and Turing, who are currently joint 
1st!!

Congratulations to the following people for representing 
the school in the Christmas concert; I am very proud 
of you all and I thoroughly enjoyed watching the 
performances:  Luana Ferreira Neves, Yasmin Mahmood, 
Ethan Bernard, Samantha Rowe, Joe Tomlinson, Jake 
Gatehouse, Judith Golightly, Karis Duncan-Carter, J-Jay 
Choomsaeng, Stella Postigo, Amy Waite, Camille Waugh 
Rachel Dyer and Lukasz Laskowski.

Congratulations to the following pupils who received 
pillar awards for their outstanding contribution:

Please enjoy the Christmas break by spending time 
with your loved ones but do spare a thought for all the 
people around the world who are less fortunate than 
yourselves.  

Have fun, be merry but keep safe!

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to each and 
every one of you!

Message From the Heads of House
BRUNEL: Mr Glyn

Wow-what a fantastic talent show on 
Wednesday 18th. Congratulations to Arbana 
for her beautiful and moving song, which 
deservedly won the competition. Karim 
and Stefanous were 2nd with a fantastic 

rock number and third was Karren and Valencia with 
their excellent dance routine. There really were some 
original acts. Talk about APA has talent; congratulations 
to all of the acts. The night before on the Tuesday was 
the Carol Service and again, we were treated to some 
really wonderful singing and a surprise appearance from 
the staff, (and it really was a surprise for some of us!). 
Hearing carols this time of year is really beautiful. It’s 
been a really great build up to Christmas and I hope 
everyone is starting to feel in the festive mood!

Christmas time and New Year is also a time for 
resolutions and I  hope many of you will spend a little 
time to reflect on your school life, especially those with 
important exams which are getting nearer by the day. 
Refresh yourself on your topics over the holiday and 
start thinking about your revision programme now.

Let me end by wishing each and every one of you, a very 
happy Christmas and best wishes for the New Year and 
leave you with a Christmas poem.

Many congratulations to Mia Drummond and Zak Chelli 
on their awards that were announced in last weeks’ 
bulletin.  Both thoroughly deserved their achievements. 

What Do We Love About Christmas?

What do we love about Christmas;
Does our delight reside in things?
Or are the feelings in our hearts
The real gift that Christmas brings.
It’s seeing those we love,
And sending Christmas cards, too,
Appreciating people who bring us joy
Special people just like you.

By Joanna Fuchs

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Commitment DJE, Jewell REID, 
Melissa

CHOOMSAENG, 
Athit

AHMAD, 
Sheharyaar

AWAIS, 
Mohammad

Community POWERS, 
Rhys

WARREN, 
Mason

POSTIGO, Stella WARWICK, 
Charlie

MAQSOOD, 
Asma

Effort ROYE, 
Kaliyah

KAWA, 
Alan

FERREIRA 
NEVES, Luana

DE MORAIS, 
Michelle 

GOLIGHTLY 
Judith

Enthusiasm HARDING, 
Jasmine

Laskowski, 
Lukasz

RYAN, Robbie LAGDEN, 
Joseph

AWSHAN, 
Hayfa

Independance READING, 
Jamie

KHAN, 
Sharo

MAHMOOD, 
Yasmin

ROYE, Tia ELLEBBANE, 
Mouna

Teamwork COYLE, 
Shania

EDGLEY, 
Daniel

EDGLEY, 
Tomas 

HILL, Jamie RYAN. Tom



Message From the Heads of House
TURING: Ms Brimacombe 

Well, Christmas is finally here!!

This term has been an incredibly busy 
term, with fundraisers, sports events, 
exams including Year 11 mocks, music 
performances and Christmas jumpers. 

Well done to you all for doing your best throughout 
the term. I hope that when you reflect on the term 
you are pleased with yourselves.

A massive congratulations to everybody that 
performed at the Christmas concert on Tuesday 
night: Alexina Cresswell, Leah Brindle, Rowen 
Mensah, Hasti Tayebi, Anna-Ruth Stephens, 
Rumaysah Khalif, Danny Kaledeen, Bethany Lennox, 
Geneva Robb, Erica Nuamah, Batool Naqvi, Arbana 
Gashi, Victory Onyeka, Izzy Barton-Young and 
Amber Miller. You were all brilliant! A special 
mention must go to Hasti Tayebi and Izzy Barton-
Young, for performing beautiful solos.

Also, well done to the following students for 
performing so wonderfully at APA’s Got Talent 
on Wednesday: Batool, Hasti, Arbana, Kerim & 
Stefanos. You did Turing House proud! A special 
mention must go to Arbana for winning the 
competition and bringing a tear to my eye…very 
moving!

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11
Commitment Izzy Barton-

Young
Hasti Tayebi Jonathan Said Batool Naqvi Macaiah 

Holman

Community Lauren Cook Alexina 
Cresswell

Arbana Gashi Reece 
Gumble

Glory 
Onyeka

Effort Theo Pullit Sharif Ahmed Ewan 
Tweeddale

Erica 
Nuamah 

Dylan Jenkins

Enthusiasm Shakira 
Brown

Sabir Abdalla 
Yam

Viau 
Nogueira

Geneva Robb Ermira Gashi

Teamwork Rumaysah 
Khalif

Giovanni 
Rutnasamy

Sarah 
Greene 

Angelo 
Fortes

Bethany 
Lennox

A special congratulations go to the following 
students for showing APA’s values in abundance, and 
winning this term’s Pillar Awards:

STEPHENS, Anna-Ruth; SARKER, Sumol; 
RUTNASAMY, Giovanni; RUBY, Jordan; MENSAH, 
Rowland; MENSAH, Rowen; KALADEEN, Danny; 
HOLMAN, Macaiah; HAZARI, Tusib; GUIRREH, 
Bouh; GREENE, Sarah; GRANT, Shameille; FORTES, 
Davi; ELMER, Joseph; ELMER, Andrew; EJOH-
DENNY, Joshua; EDWARDS, Thomas; DOUGLAS, 
Georgina; BROWN, Shakira; BAKER, Duejon 
ALLEN, Shai; SAID, Jonathan; NAYAR, Stefanos; 
NASR-AZADANI, Ghazal; LENNOX, Bethany; 
KHATRI, Minesh; KHAN, Adil; FORTES, Angelo; 
ALI, Hussein

Well done!

Finally, I wish you all a fantastic Christmas holiday 
filled with lots of fun, laughter and blessed times.

Well done to all of the following for also being 
nominated by their teachers for these awards: 
Danny Duran, Davi Fortes, Rakeeza Aslam, Rachel 
May, Victory Onyeka, Billy Quinlan, Munira Abdalla, 
Mohamed Al-Habib. 

As a House we have done really well on improving 
our attendance, so well done! I look forward to 
celebrating more of the same next term. Particular 
praise goes to the following for achieving 99-100% 
attendance this whole term:



APA’s Got Talent
APA’s Got Talent took place on Wednesday.  Well 
done to all those who took part and for having the 
courage to get up on stage and share their talents 
with the school. 

Congratulations to the winner, Arbana Gashi! She 
performed her own truly touching song about 
her Grandfather and the judges thought it was 
outstanding.

Thank you to all the participants of APA’s Got 
Talent for their contributions and hard work. 
Looking forward to seeing you all competing on 
Britain’s Got Talent next!!!

Yr 7: Robyn Smart, Daisy Field-House Steel, Tyler-
Morgan, Karen Raga Valez, Valeria Munozprieto, 
Isabelle Barton-Young, Shakera Brown

Yr8: Susanna Harris, Hasti Tayebi

Yr9: Arbarna Gashi

Message From the Heads of House
TURNER:
Mr Richards

Congratulations to the students who have achieved 
100% attendance this term: 

WALKER-DOWELL, Emma-Marie; TRIVEDI, 
Pooja; SMART, Robyn; POTORI, Denis; PATEL, 
Dhruvi; PANTELEJEVS, Rolands; NUERNBERG, 
Francini; NICHOLAS, Cameron; Neupane, Pradeep; 
LOTHIAN, Lia; HASSOUNA, Omar; GOMEZ, 
Joseph; CORBYN, Andrew; CHAVEZ TALAVERA, 
Kevin; CHAER, Nemr; BRIDGER, Bradley; 
BARHAM, Alea; ANTWI, Michael

This shows outstanding commitment to your 
education, well done! 

Well done to the students who participated in the 
Christmas Concert on Tuesday evening as well: 
Daisy Fieldhouse-Still, Tyler-Morgan Rogers, Ibrahim 
Ahmed, Hagi Sankoh, Blehony Gnabroux, Nemr 
Chaer, Dirie Hirsi, Lia Lothian, Alacoque Conte, 
Robyn Smart, Aisha Akram. It was an excellent 
evening that showcased a great deal of talent.

I’m also very proud of the students who performed 
in APA’s Got Talent on Wednesday evening: Daisy 
Fieldhouse-Still, Valeria Munoz-Prieto and Karen 
Raga-Velez, and to Reece Butcher-Campbell for co-
hosting the event. It took a great deal of courage for 
everyone to stand up on such a large stage in front 
of the whole school – well done again!

I hope you all have an excellent Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. See you in January  

Yr 10: Kerim Dogusoy, Stefanos Nayar, Maia 
Drummond, Moeisha Franis, Becky Ifayomi, Batool 
Naqvi

Yr 11: Sharnell Charles

Yr 12: Rachel Dyer, Nabeel Quazi, Vanessa, Wanu

Yr13: Adeel Anwar, Galvin Agbo-Akaibi, Reece 
Bucher-Campbell, Emira Miftari, Joseph Tomlinson.



•	 5 people you’d love to have round for 
dinner:

• William Shakespeare - he’ll bring some wit and 
the knock-out one liners 

• Roger Federer - class, sophistication and feline 
agility 

• Bobby Robson - dignity, authority, sensitivity - a 
legend 

• Nina Simone - hopefully she’d be in a good 
mood, but either way she’d add social 
conscience and talent 

• Otto von Bismark - wildcard entry!

4	books	and	films	you’ll	never	forget:
Books:
• On the Road by Jack Kerouac. The reason I did 

English at uni 
• Hamlet by William Shakespeare. The greatest 

account of someone’s psyche I’ve ever read
•  Tender is the Night. 

• Money can’t buy you love.
Film: 
• No Country for Old Men: Gripping, horrifying 

and true to the book 
• The Untouchables: The classic tussle between 

good and evil - but the ultimate goal is 
questionable

3 foods you’d have for your last meal:
• Thai green curry: I make it every week - why 

change the habit of a lifetime?
• Something ridiculous from Heston Blumenthal - 

why worry about being pretentious if I’m about 
to die?

• Frog’s Legs - I’ve never eaten them so it would 
be nice to keep broadening my horizons right up 
to the point of doom

2 places you’d love to visit:
• Russia
• Drive the route 66 across America

1 day you’ll never forget:
• Getting my GCSE results and giving my parents 

a pleasant surprise having spent the first 15.5 
years of my life as a lazy’ disruptive (albeit quite 
handsome) boy!!

5,4,3,2,1: Mr Davison

Thank you to all those who contributed to the 
Christmas Concert, students gave outstanding 
performances and it was wonderful to see so many 
parents attend (and take part!)

If you are interested in joining the choir, please see 
Mr Marshall or Mr Davison. 

Christmas Concert Word of the Week
Precocious adj. Manifesting or characterized by 
unusually early development or maturity, especially 
in mental aptitude. “A precocious child.”



20th December 1606
The “Susan Constant,” “Godspeed” and 

“Discovery” set sail from London. Their landing 
at Jamestown, VA, was the start of the first 
permanent English settlement in America.

23rd December 1888
Dutch painter Vincent van Gogh cuts off his left 

ear

This Day in History

21st December 1898
Scientists Pierre and Marie Curie discovered the 

radioactive element radium.

22nd December 1882
1st string of Christmas tree lights created by 

Thomas Edison

24th December 1865
In Pulaski, Tennessee, a group of Confederate 

veterans convenes to form a secret society that 
they christen the Ku Klux Klan.

25th December 1914
Just after midnight on Christmas morning, the 
majority of German troops engaged in World 

War I in the region of Ypres, Belgium cease firing 
their guns and artillery and commence to sing 

Christmas carols, including ‘Stille Nacht’ (‘Silent 
Night’).


