
Message From the Principal

Author of the Week: Alex Scarrow
Alex Scarrow was born in 
Norwich, Norfolk on 14th 
February 1966.
Although Alex has been 
writing stories since primary 
school, he has had a varied 
career; a rock guitarist, 
graphic artist and computer 

games designer.

Alex started his professional career as an author by 
writing screenplays before moving on to novels.
In 2005 he landed his first publishing deal writing 
adult thrillers but is best known for the young adult 
science fiction series TimeRiders.
Alex Scarrow is married with one son and still lives 
in Norwich. 

 Dear students 

Welcome back after the Christmas holidays. I 
hope that you all have had an enjoyable break and 
managed to spend time with your families and 
friends. This week I have managed to visit lots of 
lessons and I am impressed by how hard everybody 
is working.  Over the next term your teachers will 
be doing their best to ensure that you reach your 
target grades. As I said in assembly on Tuesday 
everybody has assessments this term and should 
be thinking about how they can prepare for them. 
Remember also that being prepared to learn is as 
important as what you do in the actual classroom so 
please make sure that you have the right equipment 
and kit with you at all times. Finally just a reminder 
that equipment is on sale in the library and revision 
guides for KS4 are available from the finance office.
 
Have a good weekend. 

Note:

At the start of this term our new caterer, 
Brookwood, began serving new breakfast, snacks 
and lunch. Please refer any feedback good or bad 
about the food to Mrs Grey. Sample menus will 
follow.
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DICKENS: Ms Chaudhry
 
Dickens news:

Welcome back!!  I hope you have had a 
fantastic Christmas and New Year and have 

come back fresh and ready for the challenges that face 
you ahead!

We ended last year at the top of the leader board with 
83 points, after winning Faculty Thursday, and I would 
like to thank you for making this happen!  Even though 
we ended the term in 3rd place for attendance, your 
perseverance throughout Faculty Thursday paid off and 
we were able to catch up with Turner and Turing.

I really would like to personally thank the following 
students for receiving the “best student” award for 
Faculty Thursday:

Asma Maqsood, Tomas Edgley, Sky Ryan, Yusuf Lagden, 
Tom Ryan, Judith Golightly, Hayfa Awshan, Adam 
Gordon, Justin Perry, Lukas Laskowski, Leah Thompson, 
Stella Postigo, Tom Ryan, Athit Choomsaeng, Ethan 
Bernard

A special mention for our House Captain and Vice 
House Captain, Tia Roye and Charlie Warwick for 

helping out on the day and nominating the best KS3 and 
KS4 student, Sitara Akbarzad and Jamie Hill.

Remember to be on time and in school everyday so that 
we can improve our attendance to reach the school’s 
target of 95%.

I am sure that lots of you have made New Year’s 
Resolutions and I hope that you can stick to them; 
please see below for a few tips on how to keep your 
resolutions this year:

• Choose it well
• Write it down (or tell a friend)
• Don’t stress on one day – if you fail for one instance, 

just pick yourself up again
• Get support from those close to you
• Review/reflect/reward
• It could lead to other resolutions? (forgiveness/

happiness)

Drama News:
The Drama Society will start on Tuesday 14th January 
from 3:15-4:30pm; all are welcome so please come and 
join us in B05!

Message From the Heads of House
BRUNEL: Mr Glyn

I would like to give a big welcome back to 
everyone after the holidays and wish everyone 
a very happy New Year. At the beginning of 
every New Year, many of us decide to make 
New Year’s Resolutions. I have already heard 

some wonderful things that people aim to do and have 
made my own; however, they seem remarkably similar to 
last year, as perhaps we have problems sticking to them. 
Apparently the top 10 New Year’s Resolutions are as 
follows:

1. Spend more time with family and friends.
2. Exercise. Spend time getting fit.
3. Getting rid of the bulge on your tum!
4. Quitting smoking.
5. Enjoy life more.
6. Drinking less alcohol.
7. Getting out of debt.
8. Learning something new.
9. Help others.
10. Getting organised.

I hope you can make some New Year’s Resolutions and 
think about some for school. Ms Durrant is helping the 
KS4 in Brunel examine their learning targets for the 
year. Perhaps you could think what could you aim for 
in the coming year, attendance and punctuality, work 
effort in lessons, homework, coursework and coming 
back after school, revision sessions? Each of you will have 
particular strengths and weaknesses that you can work 
around and build on. Take this opportunity to make 
some resolutions that will help you build for the future, 
outside and inside school and try to stick to them. Year 
11 remember that your exams are starting to loom ever 
closer on the horizon!!



Message From the Heads of House
TURING: Ms Brimacombe 

Happy new year to you all and 
welcome back! I hope you have had 
wonderful Christmas holidays, and are 
now well rested and ready to embark 
on one of the most crucial terms of 
the school year.

As Ms Downey said in assembly on Tuesday, there 
are many assessments taking place this term and 
it is imperative that you all prepare yourselves in 
the best possible way. Make sure that you know 
when your assessments are, ensure you have all 
the correct equipment, identify your strengths and 
weaknesses in that subject, purchase revision aids, 
attend extra sessions and give 100% effort at all 
times. If you do that, you will most certainly achieve 
success.

Talking of success; I was incredibly proud that we 
won the overall attendance prize at the end of 
last term with 95.3% Well done to all of you for 
making a concerted effort to be in school every day. 
Obviously, we can still improve on this. Remember, 

the more you are in school, the more you learn. 
So, I thought it would be a good idea to start a 
little competition between our tutor groups for 
the highest attendance. Below are the current 
percentages for the Autumn term:
EFE - 95.5%
KEM - 95.8%
OBA - 94.3%
CRO - 95.1%
JRO - 95.5%

Well done Miss Emerton’s tutor group for taking 
the lead so far! Let’s see which tutor group can get 
the highest this term!

Finally, I would like to keep you updated on our 
fundraising efforts. We have raised £400 for the 
Rainbow Trust so far. I have been training hard for 
the London Marathon and been getting sponsorship 
where I can. My longest run so far was just before 
Christmas at 16.6miles which took me just over 
2.5hours, and last weekend I ran a combined length 
on 24.5miles. Please get your thinking caps on for 
more fundraising ideas and keep Sunday 13th April 
free to come and support me on the day!!

TURNER:
Mr Richards

Hope you all had a good holiday, New 
Year and welcome back. This time of 
the year is a time for both reflection of 
your achievements in the past year and 
what things you would like to change 
for the year to come. 

A well done, and massive thank you to the students 
who received a ‘best student’ nomination for their 
efforts on Faculty Thursday:

Tyler-Morgan Rogers
Renni James
Blehony Gnabroux
Lukas Augustinas
Reuben Brennan
Pradeep Neupane
Gervaise Wing
Emna Jomni
Ricardo Marshall

I would also like to thank Omar Hassouna for 
helping out with the running of the day and judging 
of the best overall students, who were Hanna 
Touhami and Valeria Munoz-Prieto. 

Looking forward, I would like you all to make sure 
you consider what you could change this year, 
whether it be getting into school on time, focusing 
your efforts on a particular subject, or more 
exercise. Please also remember the chorus of the 
New Year song ‘Auld Lang Syne’:
 
‘Should auld acquaintance be forgot, 
and never brought to mind?
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
and days of auld lang syne?’

Don’t just focus your changes on work and school, 
but also the people around you: make amends, 
forgive and try to see the good people in your life 
more often.



5 people you’d love to have round for dinner:

• Obama
• Mandela
• Michael Jordan (Basketball)
• Michael Johnson (sprinter)
• Kevin Hart (Comedian)

4 books and films you’ll never forget:

• Lord of the Rings
• Star Wars (original trilogy)
• Braveheart
• Kingdom of Heaven

3 foods you’d have for your last meal:
• Fried Chicken
• Plantain
• Fried dumpling

2 places you’d love to visit:
• Toyko
• Rio

1 day you’ll never forget:

• Birth of my first child

5,4,3,2,1: Mr Hayden

The Maths department has been running a student 
investor challenge where students have formed 
teams of up to 4 students from year 10 to year 13. 
The students have been buying and selling shares 
to make a profit. The current leading team is Ark 
Trading LTD, a group of year 10 students. They 
are in the top spot to win a trip to visit the city of 
London and do a financial tour of a corporation. 

Students in KS3 who have made the most progress 
over the last term have been selected by Miss Roe 
and Ms Emerton to attend a trip to Sky Studios to 
produce a news report using the technology sky use 
to make their reports. Students will be visiting Sky 
Studios on the 23rd January and the lucky students 
will receive their letter this week. 

Notice: Maths Word of the Week
Discern
Discern; Discerning v. Perceive or recognize 
(something). Distinguish (someone or something) 
with difficulty by sight or with the other senses. 
“Discern who is telling the truth.”



KS3 Book Club

When — Every Monday after school from 
3.10 –4.00!

Where — In the Library!
 

Read individually and as part of a group
Discuss your favourite novels

Write book reviews

Speak to Miss Sparrowhawk 
if you are interested in taking part





10th December 1920

The League of Nations ratified the Treaty of 
Versailles, officially ending World War I with 

Germany.

13th December 1943

Hitler declares “Total War”

This Day in History

11th December 49 BC

Julius Caesar leads his army across the 
Rubicon River, plunging Rome into civil war.

12th December 1948

1948 - Mahatma Gandhi begins his final fast.

14th December 1994

U.S. President Clinton and Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin signed Kremlin accords to stop 
aiming missiles at any nation and to dismantle 

the nuclear arsenal of Ukraine.

15th December 1559

Elizabeth I is crowned in Westminster Abbey 
in London, by Owen Oglethorpe, Bishop of 

Carlisle.


