
Message From the Principal

Author of the Week: Mary Hooper
Mary Hooper was born in 
Barnes, south west London in 
1944. She left school at 15 and 
worked as a window dresser 
then as a secretary. Mary 

returned to education as an adult and gained a 
degree in English at Reading University.

Mary started her career by writing short stories 
which she sold to teenage magazines. She moved on 
to novels and her first book ‘Jodie’ was published in 
1978.

Mary has written in many genres, from picture 
books to adult novels but has now decided to 
concentrate on writing historical fiction.

Mary is married with two children and one 
grandchild and now lives in Henley on Thames. 

Dear students

Yesterday a panel of students met with me to 
discuss some suggestions, one of which is a key 
stage film club to be held in B29 each day and 
another was for a girls only table tennis table. I 
have now purchased the table tennis table which 
will have pink markings to identify it and it should 
be delivered next week.  I will also talk to Mr 
Watton about the film club and would welcome 
any suggestions regarding what we could show each 
day in our lunch hour. I think it is really good that 
students have more of a say in how their school is 
run and I would welcome any suggestions from you 
all. One idea that some students have had is that 
we add an Ark Putney cardigan to the uniform list. 
Please let me know if you have any further ideas 
or feedback especially regarding the new canteen 
arrangements. 

Have a good weekend. 
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DICKENS: Ms Chaudhry
 
Dickens news:

Congratulations to the following pupils 
who have achieved 100% attendance so far 
this year:

Tia Roye
Brandon Pope
Troy Piedade
Teon Piedade
Lenie Marie Loverez
Richa Jirel  
Judith Golightly
Tomas Edgley 
Jewell Dje
Shania Coyle
Mohammad Awais

We are still at the top of the leader board with 90 points 
but unfortunately our attendance was only 90% so we 
did not win the attendance competition last week.  Well 
done to Mr Powell’s tutor group for achieving 91.5%!!

Remember that in the world of work, too many days off 
will actually result in you getting fired from your job!  So 
please come in, on time, every day!!  

The theme of the week is Liberation, here are a few 
quotes to make you think over the weekend:

In so many ways, segregation shaped me, and education 
liberated me.
Maya Angelou 

The more you know of your history, the more liberated 
you are.
Maya Angelou 

As we let our light shine, we unconsciously give other 
people permission to do the same. As we are liberated 
from our own fear, our presence actually liberates 
others.
Marianne Williamson 

The library is the temple of learning, and learning has 
liberated more people than all the wars in history.
Carl T. Rowan 

From seeds of his body blossomed the flower that 
liberated a people and touched the soul of a nation.
Jesse Jackson 

Message From the Heads of House
BRUNEL: Mr Glyn

It was Holocaust Memorial Day on Monday 
the 27th of January and I would like to thank 
the Brunel Students who volunteered and 
presented the whole school assembly on the 
subject. Maia Drummond, Moesha Francis, 

Bradley Hogan, Meriem Aouragh, Daniel Ashitey and 
Suzannah Harris. It is not easy to speak to the whole 
school, but these students did so in a clear, respectful 
and sombre tone.

‘Holocaust Memorial Day is a National day of 
remembrance for the many millions of people who 
have died and those that survived these terrible events. 
It is a time when we pause to reflect and think about 
what can happen when we forget the importance of 
respecting each other’s differences and instead of trying 
to understand one another some people cause barriers, 
turn to prejudice and racism. This is exactly what 
happened 70 years ago in Germany and most of Europe, 
when six million Jewish people lost their lives because 

their religion was seen as different. 
We learn about these shameful times in our past so that 
we can learn a lesson from them and make sure that 
they don’t happen again’.

‘Six million, because too few people questioned what 
was happening.
Six million people dying because of hate.
Six million.

Help me to say ‘No’.
Help me to stand up for the minority, against the crowd, 
despite the cost.
Help me to say,’ No more holocausts’.

Amen.

(R. Lamont).

Have a thoughtful weekend.



Message From the Heads of House
TURING: Ms Brimacombe 

Well, I made 18miles last weekend! It 
took me 2hours 55minutes! It hurt, 
but I felt good afterwards and am 
now very pleased that I have done it! 
Only, another 8.2miles to go!! Thank 
you to those of you that have already 

volunteered to run collaboratively for 5 hours 
(approx. marathon length) in order to raise money 
for Rainbow Trust; if any other Turing members are 
keen, then please do let me or your tutor know.

Also, don’t forget to be bringing in your old clothes 
for recycling. Remember, every item of clothing 
helps and will raise money, so even if you only have 
a few bits, bring them in and give to Miss Emerton’s 
tutor group (B27). 

Well done to everybody that has improved their 
attendance over the past week. It made a huge 
difference and as you know we came joint top of the 
attendance board last week. Keep it up and let’s get 
our overall attendance back up over 95%!

Finally, I am sad to say that we must say goodbye to 
Giovanni and Antonio. We all wish you well in your 
new school and hope that you come and visit us 
sometime. 

TURNER: Mr Richards

Congratulations once again to Mr 
Solari’s tutor group on getting the 
highest attendance for the week and 
to the rest of Turner House for getting 
joint top attendance-great effort from 
all of you. 

Next week’s theme is ambition. You will all aspire 
to do achieve something in the future, whether it is 
close by or far away. Please consider your ambitions 
this week, and how you plan to reach what you seek 
after. 

Some of you may not be seeking wealth, power or 
good grades, but are more concerned with love. 
You may also be nervous about obtaining this love. 
Luckily though, there will be the chance to show 
that special someone how you feel on Valentine’s 
Day, the last day of this half-term. This will involve 

you getting a card from either Miss Harvey, Mr 
Collins or myself, writing your message and the 
name and year of the person it is to, and popping 
it in the post-box that will be provided in those 
teachers’ rooms. It will then be delivered to the 
recipient on the 14th of this month, accompanied 
by a luxury silk red rose, and this is all for the cost 
of only £2.00! If that wasn’t enough, we will also 
be holding a bake sale so you can fill yourself up 
for the day. All proceeds will of course go to the 
four House Charities, so please make sure you get 
your orders in for the card and rose by Friday 7th 
February.        

Hope you have a great weekend. 



5 people you’d love to have 
round for dinner:

William Shakespeare
King Arthur (do the legends really 
exist?)
Emily Bronte

                      Angela Carter
                      Barack Obama

4 books and films you’ll never forget:

The Lord of the Rings - JRR Tolkien (Peter Jacksons 
epic adaptation will never die!) 
The Railway Children - Edith Nesbit (book and film) 
– I cry every time
Jane Eyre – Charlotte Bronte
Laurence of Arabia  - a true classic

3 foods you’d have for your last meal:

My mum’s cauliflower cheese
Steak and kidney pie
Sticky Toffee Pudding

2 places you’d love to visit:

The Secret Garden
Middle Earth

1 day you’ll never forget:

Graduating from university- my mum, sister, aunt 
and uncle travelled to London to see me graduate. It 
was a great day with lots of tears and laughter.

5,4,3,2,1: Ms Hollis

Are You Equipped to Learn?

Why the Green Pen?

“As you know, at APA we use green pens to 
show how we are reflecting on our work and 
our progress. You should use your green pen 
whenever you are looking at someone elses work 
and whenever you are marking yourself. It is also a 
great way to respond to questions your teachers 

ask you in their marking so they can easily see your 
response. You should also use a green pen when 
you make corrections to your work so that you, and 
your teacher, can see where you have developed and 
made progress. Lots of the most recent research on 
education suggests that pupils who understand their 
own progress and targets are more likely to succeed 
- so get your green pens out!” Mr Davison 

a calculator 
a pencil a rubber 

a ruler 

a green pen 

2 pens 
(black or blue) 

In your pencil 
cases you will 

need:



Junior Volunteer Police Cadets
‘Junior Volunteer Police Cadets’

Do you want to help make our school and local 
community safer, whilst also having lots of fun?

The ‘Junior Volunteer Police Cadets’, is aimed at 
students in years 7 and 8. On the programme you 
will learn life skills, social responsibility to help you 
build positive relationships with people around the 
school and the local area. This programme has been 
successfully run in other London Boroughs and this 
is an opportunity for you to become the first cadets 
in Wandsworth.

“I joined the junior cadets because I want to have 
something to do after school and learn new things. I 
thought it would be fun. I will make new friends and 
I will learn about what police officers do.”
New junior cadet, Ihlam Mahommed, 12.

There are a limited number of spaces available for 
the programme, if you are interested please see Mr 
Hayden as soon as possible.

Word of the Week

ART EXAM TITLES ARE IN!Spelling Bee

Amicable

Amicable adj. Having a spirit of friendliness; 
without arguments or serious disagreement. “An 
amicable agreement between the two firms.”

Yes, it’s that time of year again. The exam themes 
are with us and students will be feverishly working 
towards them for the next few months. All students 
taking Art and/or Photography at GCSE, AS and A2 
will need to produce extensive research leading to 
a final piece. The final piece will be produced over 
8 to 12 hours of sustained focus. This time it will be 
invigilated by their teachers.

The themes this year are:

GCSE – Order and Disorder
AS – Earth, Fire, Water and Air
A2 – Growth and Evolution

All of the students’ coursework and exam work 
will be displayed and marked. The teachers will 
mark internally and then those marks are rigorously 
checked by an external moderator from Edexcel.

The ARK Key Stage 3 Spelling Bee competition 
is taking place on Thursday 27th March. If you 
are confident with your spellings and want to be 
involved in the challenge please see Miss Hollis by 
Friday 14th February!



28th January 1547

9-year-old Edward VI succeeds Henry VIII as 
king of England

31st January 1606

Guy Fawkes and fellow surviving Gunpowder 
Plotters are hanged, drawn and quartered at 

Westminster.

This Day in History

29th January

German engineer Karl Benz patents the first 
practical car powered by a petrol internal 

combustion engine.

30th January 1948

Indian nationalist leader Mohandas Gandhi in 
assassinated by Hindu extremist Nathuram 

Godse in Delhi.

1st February 1793

Britain goes to war with France, starting 22 
years of conflict that ends with the Battle of 

Waterloo.

2nd February 1990

South African President FW de Klerk begins 
to dismantle apartheid by permitting anti-

apartheid groups.


