
Message From the Principal

Author of the Week: Robert Muchamore
Robert Muchamore was 
born on 26th December 
1972 in Tufnell Park North 
London.

After leaving school with 
a D in A level Economics, 
Robert eventually found 

workas an office junior for a firm of Private 
Investigators.

It was during a visit to his sister in Australia in 
1999 and listening to his twelve-year-old nephew 
complaining that he couldn’t find any decent books 
to read that Robert decided to become a writer.

His first book CHERUB: The Recruit was published 
in 2004.

The CHERUB series is now published in 20 
countries and has sold over 5million copies 
worldwide.

Robert Muchamore is single and lives in London. 

Dear students 

Whilst people regularly comment on how smart 
and polite students are around the local area and 
in Putney there have been a couple of incidents this 
week where individuals have let the school down by 
behaving in a silly manner. Can I remind you all that 
the estate around the school is private property and 
students who hang around the entrance doors or by 
the bins and grass areas are indeed trespassing. Our 
reputation as a school in the local area is continually 
improving and we do not want to spoil this because 
of the behaviour a small group of individuals. 

Have a good weekend
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DICKENS: Ms Chaudhry
 
Congratulations to the following pupils for 
achieving 100% attendance so far this year: 

Tia Roye, Brandon Pope, Troy Piedade; 
Teon Piedade; Lenie Marie Loverez, 
Richa Jirel, Judith Golightly, Tomas 

Edgley, Jewell Dje, Shania Coyle, Mohammad Awais.

We are still at the top of the leader board with 91 
points, well done!!  

Friday 14th February is Valentine’s Day and lots of 
charity events will be taking place; Cake sale, Mufti 
Day, where you must wear something which is pink, 
red or has hearts on it, as well as telling that special 
someone that you love them by sending them a card 
and rose for £2.00!!  What a bargain!!!!  Remember 
that if you want to send a card and rose then you 
must come to the Head of House office to place 
your order by Monday 10th February!

The theme of the week was Ambition.  Hopefully 
some of the following quotes will inspire you to 
achieve your ambitions:

1. You have to leave the city of your comfort and go 
into the wilderness of your intuition. What you’ll 
discover will be wonderful. What you’ll discover will 
be yourself. - Alan Alda

2. Watch the sunrise at least once a year, put a lot 

of marshmallows in your hot chocolate, lie on your 
back and look at the stars, never buy a coffee table 
you can’t put your feet on, never pass up a chance to 
jump on a trampoline, don’t overlook life’s small joys 
while searching for the big ones. - Jackson Brown

3. Great minds have purposes; others have wishes - 
Washington Irving

4. Keep away from people who try to belittle your 
ambitions. Small people always do that, but the really 
great make you feel that you, too, can become great. 
- Mark Twain

5. Never look down to test the ground before taking 
your next step; only he who keeps his eye fixed 
on the far horizon will find the right road. - Dag 
Hammarskjold

6. In any situation, the best thing you can do is the 
right thing; the next best thing you can do is the 
wrong thing; the worst thing you can do is nothing. - 
Theodore Roosevelt

7. Faith is daring to put your dream to the test. It is 
better to try to do something and fail than to try to 
do nothing and succeed. - Robert Schuller

8. Take a method and try it. If it fails, admit it frankly, 
and try another. But by all means, try something. - 
Franklin Roosevelt

9. Those who do most, dream most

Message From the Heads of House
BRUNEL: Mr Glyn

A reminder that all students are required to have full 
equipment at all times. This includes two pens, black 
or blue, a green pen for corrections, a calculator, 
pencil and ruler. This equipment is essential if 
students are to be able to make a prompt start 
to lessons and avoid the disruption of borrowing 
equipment. Students also need to have a reading 
book with them at all times and especially for Tutor 
based reading on Fridays. We have agreed that Year 
11 can bring in suitable revision materials.

The theme for the week is ambition and I hope after 

Mr Hayden’s whole school assembly on Monday, 
students have been suitably inspired towards their 
aspirations, both inside and outside school. Half-
term is rapidly approaching and I hope people 
can use this theme to motivate them for this vital 
revision period, whether they are attending revision 
sessions in school or revising at home.

Remember the HOHs are organising cards and 
roses for Valentine’s Day on Friday the 14th of 
February. For £2.00 you can get that special 
someone a beautiful rose and card with your 
message on, all you have to do is deliver it  to the 
HOH office.



Message From the Heads of House

TURING: Ms Brimacombe 

Congratulations to all of you, as we 
have taken the lead once again in the 
attendance board! We do, however, 
still need to improve as we are below 
the 95% target so let’s get ourselves 
out of bed and in to school on time 

every day. It now being the 7th February means it is 
getting a little brighter in the mornings so that does 
make it easier   

Talking about 7th February…it’s a very important 
day…here are some key events that have historically 
happened on this day:

1945 Allied Leaders Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill, US President Franklin D Roosevelt and 
Marshal Joseph Stalin, meet at a secret location in 
the Black Sea area planning the final phase of the 
war against Germany and the future of Europe now 
that the end of the war is assured. 

1964 The Beatles arrive on their first visit to the 
United States.

1971 Women in Switzerland were granted the right 

to vote today; there are only five other countries 
who still continue to bar women from the polls.

1984 Astronaut Bruce McCandless unhooked a 
lifeline and became the first human to fly free in 
space.

2005 Ellen MacArthur sets a new single handed 
round the world voyage in the record-breaking time 
of 71 days and 15 hours.

…and for us in 2014, there are only 2months and 
5days until the London Marathon!! We are well on 
our way to our fundraising target, but we still need 
to keep up the momentum. So don’t forget to:
- buy your loved one a rose this Valentine’s Day
- wear something pink, red or with hearts on on 
Friday 14th 
- buy a heart shaped cake at break and/or lunch
- bring in any old clothes for Cash 4 Clothing
- get sponsorship money for our Marathon Running 
event

And finally, don’t forget to keep Sunday 13th April 
free to come and support me run the London 
Marathon!

TURNER: Mr Richards

This is probably the hardest half-term 
of the whole year, and it has been great 
to see we are still sitting at the top 
of the attendance board. Well done 
again to Mr Solari’s tutor group for 
being the highest attending tutor in the 
school, a fine commitment by you all. 

Congratulations as well to those students with an 
absolute 100% attendance since the beginning of the 
year:
Christopher Symonds, Dhruvi Patel, Gustavo 
Nuernberg, Francini Nuernberg, Pradeep  Neupane, 

Lia Lothian, Omar Hassouna, Bradley Bridger, Alea 
Barham
  
Many of you will be having assessments in the last 
week of half term; please make sure you try to stay 
focused for your assessments and what you can 
do in preparation for them. They are important, 
but you must not feel like you are under pressure 
without letting your teachers, tutors or me know. 
On the other hand, it is often tempting during your 
last week to start thinking the half-term has finished 
already. You must remember that it has not and that 
you need to remain calm and keep your behaviour 

10. Don’t just think about the things you have done, 
think about the things you haven’t done but you 
want to do!

11.  Ambition beats genius 99% of the time - Jay Leno

12. It is a grand thing to rise in the world. The 
ambition to do so is the very salt of the earth. It 
is the parent of all enterprise, and the cause of all 
improvement. - Anthony Trollope

continued on next page



Junior Volunteer Police Cadets
Do you want to help make our school and local 
community safer, whilst also having lots of fun?

The ‘Junior Volunteer Police Cadets’, is aimed at 
students in years 7 and 8. On the programme you 
will learn life skills, social responsibility to help you 
build positive relationships with people around the 
school and the local area. This programme has been 
successfully run in other London Boroughs and this 
is an opportunity for you to become the first cadets 
in Wandsworth.

“I joined the junior cadets because I want to have 
something to do after school and learn new things. I 
thought it would be fun. I will make new friends and 

I will learn about what police officers do.”
New junior cadet, Ihlam Mahommed, 12.
There are a limited number of spaces available for 
the programme, if you are interested please see Mr 
Hayden as soon as possible.

appropriate. You must also remember every part 
of your equipment,   which includes: pen, pencil, 
ruler, rubber, calculator and a reading book. That 
last one is just as important, as you have got to have 
something to read on you every day, whether it is a 
novel or a text book to help you with your GCSEs. 
Tutor time is for the activities on the list in your 
rooms, and not for completing homework that you 
did not do at home. 

If you have not already, then bring some extra cash 
in to get your Valentine a card and rose for Friday 
14th, which will be delivered anonymously during 

the day. You must order a rose by Monday the latest 
as stocks will not last. If £2 is too much then you 
could just give 50p and write a gorgeous message 
on the card that will also be delivered, just without 
a rose. There will also be a bake sale that day, as 
well as a mufti-day, where you should try and wear 
red, pink or something with hearts on it. It will be 
£1, which will go to your house charity, in order to 
wear your own clothes on 14th February.   

I hope you all have a lovely weekend and are ready 
to come back for a solid final week. 

Primary School Sports Festival 
On Wednesday morning the year 11 BTEC sports 
group hosted a sports festival for 60 primary 
school students. The year 11’s ran a sportshall 
athletics competition where the students took part 
in activities such as speedbounce, an agility test, 
standing long jump and a number of races.

Our year 11 students did a fantastic job organising 
the event. Heathmere won the competition.

Ryan, age 7, said that winning the 2 lap sprint was 
the ‘best thing that had ever happened to me, apart 
from when we found scratchy the cat after three 
days away from home’. Jamie, aged 6, commented 
that the ‘day was a tremendous advert for student 

participation and goes to show that the true spirit 
of the Olympic legacy has not been lost on the next 
generation’. 

continued from previous page



Wandsworth Schools’ Sportshall Athletics 
Competition – Thursday 30th January

Jack Petchey Achievement 
Award Nominations

Well done to all those students who performed at 
the Wandsworth sportshall athletics competition at 
Ernest Bevin on Thursday 30th January. Everyone 
showed great commitment, enthusiasm and team 
spirit, along with some creditable performances.

Year 7 team - Andrew Corbyn, Troy Piedade, Conor 
Scully, Kenny Tovar Sanchez, Reuben Brown, Alea 
Barham, Jewell Dje, Abigail Nzola, Daisy Fieldhouse-
Still
 

Year 8 team - Hasti Tayebi, Meriem Aouragh, Daniel 
Edgely, Ryley White-Francis, Elijah Christie-Clarke, 
Danny Duran Bejarano, Leo Grant, Sabir Abdalla, 
Qasid Giny.

The Jack Petchey Achievement Award Scheme 
enables our school to recognise, reward and 
celebrate the achievements of students who have 
contributed to the school or local community in a 
significant way. Whether this be through overcoming 
personal adversity, volunteering to help others or 
showing great dedication for example to sport, 
music or art, we want to know about it.

You have the opportunity to nominate a fellow 
student for this award by completing the attached 
nomination form and returning to the Jack Petchey 
Achievement Award Box in the Heads of House’s 
office.

Achievement Award winners will receive a framed 
certificate, a pin badge, a boxed medallion and £200 
to be spent on a project of their choice which will 
benefit a group of young people

On Thursday 23rd January, year 10 students took 
part in the Jack Petchey “SPEAK OUT” Challenge. 
This is a well established and highly regarded public 
speaking training and competition project for 
maintained schools in London and Essex. Students 
learnt the key ingredients of successful public 
speaking and master the art of speaking without 
notes or extensive preparation.

Prizes

• The winner(s) from each school participates in 
a Regional Final where they speak in front of 
an audience of around 200 and a distinguished 
judging panel.  

• All finalists receive a framed certificate and have 
professional photos taken as they receive their 
award from a local VIP.

 
• The judges determine which speakers are placed 

in the ‘top three’.  These top three finalists win 
vouchers to the value of £100, £50 & £25 for 
1st, 2nd & 3rd place respectively.

 
• The Regional winner may be selected to speak at 

the Grand Final on 14th July 2014 

• The top prize at the Grand Final is £5,000 with 
the winning Grand Finalist receiving £2000 and 
the winning school £3000

Congratulations to Batool Naqvi, Stefanos Karan 
Nayar, Erica Nuamah, Omar Hassouna, Rueben 
Brennan and Maia Drummond who have made it 
to the final of the school competition. Two will 
go forward to the regional final to be held on 
Wednesday March 5th at Graveney School.
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Jack Petchey Achievement Award Nomination Form 

The Jack Petchey Achievement Award Scheme enables our school/group to recognise, 
reward and celebrate the achievements of students who have contributed to the school / club 
or local community in a significant way. Whether this be through overcoming personal 
adversity, volunteering to help others or showing great dedication for example to sport, 
music or art, we want to know about it.  

I wish to nominate: _____________________________________  Date_______________ 

My name is: _______________________________________________________________ 

Position in organisation: ____________________________________________________ 
(e.g club member/student /staff member /parent /governor etc)                                                      

Reason(s) for nomination:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

(Do continue over the page if necessary. The more detail you are able to give, the better.) 

Signature:    Date:  

If you wish to obtain the support of others: 

Name:                                              Signature:                                            Date:  

Name:                                              Signature:                                            Date:  

Name:                                              Signature:                                            Date:                                     

Achievement Award Winners will receive a framed certificate, a pin badge, a boxed 
medallion and £200 to be spent on a project of their choice which will benefit a group of 
young people. 

Please complete this form and post it in the Jack Petchey box at your school/club.                                   
Thank you for your nomination. 

 



Student Parliament
On Wednesday afternoon APA hosted the 
Roehampton and Putney Student Parliament. The 
Parliament is made up of students from All Saints 
primary school, St Marys, Hotham, Brandlehow, 
Our Lady of Victories, Sacred Heart, Granard, The 
Alton and Heathmere. 17 students came to APA 
and discussed various issues they have noticed in the 
local area. They then prepared a video questionnaire 
to ask students from their school which they will 
feedback at the next meeting.

Word of the Week
Churlish adj. Rude in a mean-spirited and surly way. 
“It was rather churlish of him to complain about the 
small donations.”

6th form Football result

APA 4 v Southfields 3

Reminder: Science ClubReminder: Council Meeting

Science Club
Every Thursday

Room: B05
Time: 3.15

Whole School Council Meeting
Thursday 13th February

3:10 in B08

It is important that all house reps, 
including 6th Form, attend.

Main Agenda Item – Sport Relief
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3rd February 1966

The Soviet probe ‘Luna 9’ makes the first 
controlled landing of a manmade object on the 

Moon.

6th February 1918

The Representation of the People Act (1918) 
gives all women over 30 and all men over 21 

the vote

This Day in History

4th February 2003

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia votes to 
disband itself after sponsoring a decade of 

regional warfare.

5th February 1885

King Leopold II of Belgium establishes the 
African state of Congo as a personal colonial 

possession.

7th February 1301

Edward, eldest son of Edward I, is made the 
first English Prince of Wales - a tradition 

continued today

8th February 1587

Mary, Queen of Scots is beheaded in 
Fotheringhay Castle for her alleged part in the 

conspiracy to usurp Elizabeth I.


