
Message From the Principal

Author of the Week: Philip Reeve
Philip Reeve was born 
in Brighton on 28th 
February 1966.

He wrote his first story 
at the age of five.

After leaving school 
Philip spent three years at Art College and later 
illustrated books in the Horrible Histories and 
Murderous Maths series.

His first book Mortal Engines was published in 
2001 and won The Blue Peter Book of the Year and 
Smarties Gold Award.

In 2008 Philip won the Carnegie Medal for Here 
Lies Arthur, an alternative version of the Arthurian 
legend.

Philip Reeve is married with one son and now lives 
in Devon. 

Dear students

On Monday we appointed a new Head of Sixth 
Form to replace Mr Taylor when he leaves at 
Easter. The appointed person is Ms Brimacombe 
who will start to work alongside Mr Taylor with 
the sixth form as soon as possible helping the year 
13 students with their UCAS applications and Year 
12 students with their progress. In addition she will 
also be talking to year 11 about what they want 
from their Sixth Form next year.  Ms Brimacombe 
is very experienced in working with Sixth Formers, 
having taught Maths A level and been a Sixth Form 
tutor. I hope that you will join me in congratulating 
her when you see her next.  Have an excellent half 
term and stay safe. 

“Although I am sad to be 
leaving the wonderful Turing 
(best) House, I am extremely 
excited about leading the 6th 
form and look forward to 
working with the current and 
future 6th formers of APA.”
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DICKENS: Ms Chaudhry
 

Dickens News:

Congratulations to the following pupils 
for achieving 100% attendance so far 
this year:

Tia Roye, Brandon Pope, Troy Piedade, Teon 
Piedade, Lenie Marie Loverez, Richa Jirel, Judith 
Golightly, Tomas Edgley, Jewell Dje, Shania Coyle, 
Mohammad Awais, Maan Al-Yasiri

Although we are 2nd on the leader board with 95 
points we are losing the attendance race by coming 
3rd every week!!  Last week our attendance was 
91%, when it should be, at least, 95%!  It is essential 
to come in, on time, everyday! 

I would like to personally thank Ms Sinot’s form for 
their amazing assembly on the theme of Freedom; 
every member of the form took part and it was 
organised entirely by the form!  I know Ms Sinot is 
as proud of you as I am!

As the theme of the week is Freedom, here are a 
few famous quotes to inspire you:

For to be free is not merely to cast off one’s chains, 
but to live in a way that respects and enhances the 
freedom of others.
Nelson Mandela

Emancipate yourselves from mental slavery, none 
but ourselves can free our minds!
Bob Marley

People demand freedom of speech as a 
compensation for the freedom of thought which 
they seldom use.
Soren Kierkegaard

Freedom is the sure possession of those alone who 
have the courage to defend it.
Pericles

Freedom of opinion can only exist when the 
government thinks itself secure.
Bertrand Russell

I hope you have a relaxing half term and come back 
ready to embark on your educational journey!

Message From the Heads of House
BRUNEL: Mr Glyn

I hope that everybody enjoyed non uniform 
day today and managed to buy a rose and 
card for someone! Please remember all 
the revision sessions that are taking place 
over half-term, especially for Year 11 and 
AS level. It’s a great chance to catch up on 

some vital revision and coursework as the exams and 
coursework deadlines loom ever closer.

Here’s a Valentine’s Day poem that I’ve always liked, that 
I thought I could share with you.

How Do I Love Thee?
How Do I Love Thee? Let me count the ways.
I love thee to the depth and breadth and height
My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight
For the ends of Being an ideal Grace. 
I love thee to the level of everyday’s
Most quiet need, by sun and candlelight.

I love thee freely, as men strive for Right;
I love thee purely, as they turn from Praise. 
I love thee with the passion put to use
In my old griefs, and with my childhood’s faith.
I love thee with a love I seemed to lose
With my lost saints,- I love thee with the Breath,
Smiles, tears, of all my life!- and, if God choose,
I shall but love thee better after death. 
- Elizabeth Barret Browning

Have a great HALF-TERM.



Message From the Heads of House
TURING: Ms Brimacombe 

Congratulations to you all. We have 
won the attendance board for the last 
2 weeks! Fantastic news!! Let’s keep it 
up as we are closing the gap between 
us and Dickens now. If we win again 
this week then we have the potential 

to draw level with Dickens on overall points!! Come 
on Turing House!

Don’t forget over the half term to have a clear out 
and anything you don’t want any more bring in to 
B27 (Miss Emerton’s classroom) as at the beginning 
of next term we will send those off to be recycled 
for cash.
So, what are your plans for half term? Sleep? 
Homework/revision? Playing sport? Spending 
time with your friends and family? Whatever it is, 
remember to stay safe and be considerate of others. 
This week’s theme has been Freedom, so I will leave 
you with some thoughts and famous quotes from 
the late Nelson Mandela: 

Be positive:
“I am fundamentally an optimist. Whether that 

comes from nature or nurture, I cannot say. Part 
of being optimistic is keeping one’s head pointed 
toward the sun, one’s feet moving forward. There 
were many dark moments when my faith in 
humanity was sorely tested, but I would not and 
could not give myself up to despair. That way lays 
defeat and death.”

Work hard:
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you 
can use to change the world.”
“A good head and good heart are always a 
formidable combination. But when you add to that 
a literate tongue or pen, then you have something 
very special.”

Persevere:
“It always seems impossible until it’s done.”

…and dream big:
“There is no passion to be found playing small - in 
settling for a life that is less than the one you are 
capable of living.”

Have a fantastic half term and a very Happy 
Valentine’s Day!!! 

TURNER: Mr Richards

The darkest half-term has finished 
and you will all now be ready for a 
good break. It seems that some of 
you are more tired and getting ill, 
since our attendance has slipped in 
the last couple of weeks, falling behind 
Turing in the table. Our attendance 

is also affected when you are late, especially after 
registration, so you must make sure you are on 
time everyday, particularly with the new behaviour 
system that is being introduced. Many of you are 
still getting 95% attendance in, and some are still on 
100% attendance since the beginning of the school 
year, which is an incredible achievement. Those few 
students with a 100% attendance are:

Emma-Marie Walker-Dowell, Dhruvi Patel, Francini 
Nuernberg, Pradeep Neupane, Lia Lothian, Bradley 
Bridger, Alea Barham,

Mr Solari’s tutor group are still consistently top 
attenders each week out of the whole school, 
which is amazing to see. There will be prizes for the 
highest attending tutor group as well. 

KS3 students have been given another homework 
project based around the Winter Olympics. This 
is your chance to complete a homework that you 
can give a personalised touch to and show off your 
various skills. Those of you in KS4 and KS5 will 
also have work to do, whether it be coursework, 
revision or preparation for assessments. 

You must make sure you get organised over the 
half-term. Completing your work efficiently and 
solidly so that you can give yourself some time to 
replenish your energies as well, so that you return 
ready for the school day. 

Have a productive and enjoyable half-term!



Jack Petchey Achievement 
Award Nominations

The Jack Petchey Achievement Award Scheme 
enables our school to recognise, reward and 
celebrate the achievements of students who have 
contributed to the school or local community in a 
significant way. Whether this be through overcoming 
personal adversity, volunteering to help others or 
showing great dedication for example to sport, 
music or art, we want to know about it.

You have the opportunity to nominate a fellow 
student for this award by completing the attached 
nomination form and returning to the Jack Petchey 
Achievement Award Box in the Heads of House’s 
office.

Achievement Award winners will receive a framed 
certificate, a pin badge, a boxed medallion and £200 
to be spent on a project of their choice which will 
benefit a group of young people

Activate
Taster lessons for local primary school 
students

For the last three weeks we’ve had 15 students from 
local primary schools coming to APA on a Tuesday 
after school to have a series of taster lessons. The 
group started with Music where the year 10 BTEC 
group taught them African Drumming and lead them 
through a singing practice. The students then took 
part in a Science experiment and finally this week 
they tried a trampolining lesson. The students really 
enjoyed the project and gave us some fantastic 

feedback. Thank you to all the students that helped 
in Music, Science and PE. Particular mention to 
Caitlyn Longuehaye, Robyn Smart & Isabelle Barton-
Young for their help in PE, and Maia Drummond, 
Erica Nuamah, Moesha Francis, Becky Ifayomi (all 
from yr 10), Rachel (Yr13).

Next term we will be running a similar project for 
students from Heathmere and Sacred Heart primary 
schools. Mr. Evans

IFS student investor competition

The winning teams for the IFS student investor 
competition were:

HBNA Ltd 
Damien Boguslawski
Gent Neziri
Hussein Ali
Korel Haughton-James

Ark Trading Ltd 
Arlind Fetahu
Joseph Lagden
Mohammed Al-Habib

They will be going on a trip to the city next half 

term to see where trading actually happens. 

Charity: Popular Music Concert

Popular Music 
Charity Concert 

1st April 2012

Word of the Week
acuity n. Sharpness or keenness of thought, vision, 
or hearing. “The sun’s glare can cause discomfort 
and reduces visual acuity.”



AA 56 March 2013 

 
 

 

Jack Petchey Achievement Award Nomination Form 

The Jack Petchey Achievement Award Scheme enables our school/group to recognise, 
reward and celebrate the achievements of students who have contributed to the school / club 
or local community in a significant way. Whether this be through overcoming personal 
adversity, volunteering to help others or showing great dedication for example to sport, 
music or art, we want to know about it.  

I wish to nominate: _____________________________________  Date_______________ 

My name is: _______________________________________________________________ 

Position in organisation: ____________________________________________________ 
(e.g club member/student /staff member /parent /governor etc)                                                      

Reason(s) for nomination:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

(Do continue over the page if necessary. The more detail you are able to give, the better.) 

Signature:    Date:  

If you wish to obtain the support of others: 

Name:                                              Signature:                                            Date:  

Name:                                              Signature:                                            Date:  

Name:                                              Signature:                                            Date:                                     

Achievement Award Winners will receive a framed certificate, a pin badge, a boxed 
medallion and £200 to be spent on a project of their choice which will benefit a group of 
young people. 

Please complete this form and post it in the Jack Petchey box at your school/club.                                   
Thank you for your nomination. 

 



NEW SANCTIONS /REWARDS SYSTEM

As Ms White announced in assemblies this week we are launching a new sanctions and 
rewards system

Below are details of how this will affect students. Remember we want to take every 
opportunity to celebrate and reward success. 

Rewards
The point system will be re-launched next half term, with the tutor point ladders updated 
weekly and big prizes/trips etc given every term.  Each classroom teacher will reward their 
students on a regular basis.  These achievement points will be allocated to the 6 pillars: 
effort, enthusiasm, independence, teamwork, commitment and community. Each teacher 
should being aiming to give at least five positive points per lesson. 

Detentions
The main change to the system will be the detention system. There will be 1 hour 
detentions held every afternoon from 3.10pm to 4.10pm, except Wednesdays.
In addition to this, a 2 hour SLT detention will be held every Friday, 3.10pm to 5.10pm.
6th form detentions will only be held on a Friday.
Each detention will be run by a team of staff and will be held in B29

Reasons for detention
Years 7-11
• Lateness to school – same day detention. Late list recorded at the gate until 8.45am. 
• Inappropriate behaviour/parking – same day detention. 
• Failed report –same day detention
• Failure of homework – next day detention
• Truancy – same day detention
• 2+ logged negative incidents in a day or 5+ in a week  for, uniform, equipment, PE 
kit, failure to complete expected work in class, out of class behaviour – next day detention/
Friday.

6th Form
• 3+ lates to school in a week
• 5+ eportal entries in a week for dress code, failure to complete expected classwork, 
truancy, inappropriate behaviour around the school, inadequate independent learning.

Remember if you are doing everything right and working to the best of your 
ability you will have nothing to worry about and you will never be in detention



This year’s Sport Relief takes 
place on Friday 21st March.

The school council will be organising sport themed 
charity events over the week 17th – 21st March 

culminating with a one mile fun run on the Friday 
afternoon around Putney Heath.

All students will be taking part and will be issued 
with a sponsorship form and parental letter outlining 

specific details after half term. 
All monies raised will go to the Sport Relief charities. 

You can find more information on these at 
www.sportrelief.com

There will be a prize for the best 
fancy dress costume on the day, so 

we would encourage you to get your 
thinking caps on!



9th February 1649

Charles I is buried without a funeral at 
Windsor rather than Westminster to avoid 

public disturbances.

12th February 1912

The last emperor of China, Puyi is forced to 
abdicate and the country becomes a republic.

This Week in History

10th February 1763

The Treaty of Paris ends the Seven Years War 
- the first truly ‘global’ war - between Britain 

and France.

11th February 1975

Margaret Thatcher becomes the first woman 
to head a British political party, leading the 

Conservatives.

13th February 1633

Italian astronomer Galileo Galilei arrived 
in Rome for trial before the Inquisition for 
professing belief that Earth revolves around 

the Sun

14th February

British author Salman Rushdie is sentenced 
to death for blasphemy by Iranian leader 

Ayatollah Khomeini.
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Dates for the diary 
 

Date Year Group Description 
24th February All Inset day – school closed for staff training 
5th March  All World Book Day 
6th March Years 8 & 9 Parents Evening 
7th March Year 9 Trip to Battlefields  
17th March Year 9 Year 9 Options Evening 
21st March All Sport Relief 1mile fun run 
27th March Year 10 Parents Evening 
1st April All  Easter Concert 6.30pm 
4th April 7 & 8 School closed to Years 7 & 8 only 
4th April All Last day of Spring term 
21st April  All Inset day – school closed for staff training 
22nd April All First day of Summer term 
23rd April 11 Year 11 Target Intervention evening 
1st May 7 Year 7 Parents Evening 
5th May All Bank Holiday 
23rd May All Last day of half term 
2nd June All First day back after term 
14th July – 18th July All Activities week 
23rd July All Last day of term 
	   	   	  
	  


