
Message From the Principal

Author of the Week: Agatha Christie
Agatha Christie was 
born in Torquay, Devon 
in 1890.

She was educated at 
home and in France.
Agatha’s writing career 
began when her sister 
challenged her to write 

a novel.

The result was ‘The Mysterious Affair at Styles’. 
Her most famous creations are the Belgian Private 
detective Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple an elderly 
amateur sleuth.

She is the bestselling novelist of all time having 
written 67 novels, 150 short stories and 16 plays.  
‘The Mousetrap’ is the longest running play in the 
world.

Agatha was married twice and had one daughter.
In 1971, Queen Elizabeth II made her a Dame 
Commander of the British Empire.

Agatha Christie died in 1976.

Dear students,

Welcome back!  I hope you all had an enjoyable 
break and it was great to see you looking so smart 
and enthusiastic coming back to the academy on 
Tuesday.

This is an important half term for everyone, 
especially Year 12 who are currently sitting their 
mock examinations.  I hope you spent the break 
productively as there is no such thing as good luck 
in your examinations – just good preparation.

I would also like to congratulate Zak Chelli Y11 who 
has just become England Champion 2014 in the 75kg 
category for boxing.  Zak was the youngest boxer 
in his category and has worked incredibly hard to 
achieve this title, combining his training with school 
work and.  He is an inspiration to us all.

Have a good weekend
Ms Downey
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DICKENS: Ms Chaudhry
 

Welcome back!  I hope you had a 
relaxing half term and are now ready to 
continue to embark on your educational 
journey!

We ended the term on a very 
disappointing 90% in the attendance race!  I cannot 
express to you how important your attendance is 
and you need to take responsibility for arriving, on 
time, everyday!

The theme of the week was Champion, here are a 
few quotes to, hopefully, inspire the Champion in 
you:

True champions aren’t always the ones that win, but 
those with the most guts. Mia Hamm

Champions keep playing until they get it right. Billie 
Jean King

I’ll put you through hell, but at the end of it all we’ll 
be champions. Bear Bryant

Feedback is the breakfast of champions. Ken 
Blanchard

We knew that you don’t get to be world champions 
without a struggle. Eric Cantona

Champions are not the ones who always win races 
- champions are the ones who get out there and 
try. And try harder the next time. And even harder 
the next time. ‘Champion’ is a state of mind. They 
are devoted. They compete to best themselves as 
much if not more than they compete to best others. 
Champions are not just athletes. Simon Sinek

Message From the Heads of House
BRUNEL: Mr Glyn

Welcome back to everyone after the 
half-term holiday. We are reaching a 
very important stage of the school 
year. There are only six weeks until 
the Easter holidays and many of the 
exams start just a short time after 

that. It is of vital importance that every student is 
on time and attending every day, as well as making 
sure they are attending all revision and catch up 
sessions after school. The thought for this week 
was ‘unlimited/limitless’ and it is interesting to 
examine the potential that all students have inside 
them. Now is the time to make sure they try to 
start unlocking it, because 
a good set of examination 
results opens up the whole 
world to them, in terms of 
what they can achieve in 
life. Unfortunately, exam 
success doesn’t just fall 
into people’s laps, it takes 
dedication and hard work and it is essential that all 
students start planning a revision programme and 
discuss their strengths and weaknesses with their 
teachers. This enables them to carefully plan what 
they actually need to revise and work on.

Use the coming weeks to remember that you have 
unlimited potential and are of great worth. You can 
all achieve amazing things if you put your mind to it.
Zak Chelli has become England Boxing Champion 
2014 in the 75 kg category. Zak has boxed every 
week for the past six weeks. He was the youngest 
boxer in the championship and the only one 
attending school, working twice as hard to get his 
new title. Zak really is an inspiration to us all and 
he has unlimited potential. In a week where the 
‘thought for the week’ was ‘Champion’, and we had 
a whole school assembly on Mohammed Ali-‘The 
Greatest’, I would like to say that Zak is a true 
Champion and we look forward to following his 
progress in the years to come.



Message From the Heads of House
TURING: Ms Brimacombe 

Welcome back from half term. I hope 
you all had a productive and restful 
week.

Congratulations to you all, we are 
now in joint 2nd place!! We won the 

attendance board again last week...fantastic! And a 
huge congratulations to Mr Bailey’s tutor group for 
achieving 99% attendance...keep it up!

Thank you to Hasti Tayebi and Anna-Ruth Stephens 
for speaking so eloquently in the whole school 
assembly on Tuesday. I am sure you will all agree 
with me that they did an excellent job and did Turing 
House proud, especially as they only saw the script 
that morning! Fantastic job girls, well done!

I would also like to say a massive thank you to Miss 
Fennell and her business studies students for the 
money they raised for the Rainbow Trust. With that 
money and the money from Valentine’s mufti we 
are almost 75% of the way to our £1000 fundraising 
target! Amazing!

Finally, don’t miss the opportunity next week to 
win £10! All you need to do is buy the catchphrase 
sheet for £1 and then be the first person to guess 
the catchphrase correctly. Open to all students, just 
say what you see! Below is an example to get you 
started...

“Put your money where your mouth is.”

Good luck!

TURNER: Mr Richards

Congratulations as well to those 
students with an absolute 100% 
attendance since the beginning of the 
year:

Dhruvi Patel, Francini Nuernberg, 
Pradeep Neupane, Lia Lothian, Kevin 

Chavez Talavera, Bradley Bridger, and Alea Barham.

When so many students, and staff, pick up colds 
and other illnesses during this time, which can also 
be very stressful, you have continued to make sure 
you are in school, which is excellent to see – as 
well as many others of you who are continuing to 
attend more than 95% of the time. Well done to Mr 
Collins’ tutor group who had the highest attendance 
this week, and the whole House achieved 95% 
for the first time in a while, which shows me you 
are all making a concerted effort to improve your 
attendance and your progress in school. We are 
currently top of the leader board with 99 points, 

which is 3 points ahead of Dickens, so keep up the 
great effort and we’ll jump ahead even more in the 
next Faculty competition!

Can I please plead with student council members to 
attend the whole school council meetings, as these 
are beneficial for the student body and for you as 
members for your future references. We will also 
be holding more House Council meetings to discuss 
any issues you wish to raise, so tutor reps, please 
start to circulate round your groups. 

Lastly, thank you to those who participated in the 
Valentine’s Charity Sale – we raised £55.50 in the 
end! I look forward to hearing the ideas and seeing 
the next charity event, from the council, in play. 

Have a great weekend.



Burberry: Make London Smile
Year 12 Media students are taking part in a campaign 
with fashion designers Burberry and several other 
Ark Schools; Make London Smile. Teaming together, 
they must unleash their creativity and come up with 
innovative ways to make us SMILE! They have begun 
working on grabbing our attention; you may have 
already noticed slogans and questions dotted around 
school (B29, stairways and common room). 
Working with Burberry experts, in two weeks, each 

group will be given a space to showcase their Make 
London Smile campaign. This A0 sized visual will be 
outside the school gates and will tally every person 
who smiles when they see it- the most successful 
team will represent us at the final Burberry 
showcase. The overall winners will receive a unique 
Burberry experience. Good luck to everybody 
competing and remember, keep your eyes peeled 
and smile!

Charity: Popular Music Concert

Popular Music 
Charity Concert
 Date:1st April 2014
Start time: 6:30pm

Place:  TBA

Word of the Week
Boorish adj. Resembling or characteristic of a 
boor; rude and clumsy in behavior. “His boorish 
behavior was unacceptable to the directors.”



World Book Day: Thursday 6th March

Make sure you ask your tutor for 
your World Book Day token.

 The tokens are valid from 3-30 
March 2014 and can be redeemed 

at Tesco, Asda as well as 
Waterstones and WH Smith.

Miss Sparrowhawk

5,4,3,2,1: Ms Patrick
5 people you’d love to have round for dinner:
• Michael McIntyre
• Usain Bolt 
• Jamie Oliver
• Kim Kardashian 
• Johnny Depp

4 books and films you’ll never forget:
• A Thousand Splendid Suns
• Pearl Harbour
• The Holiday 
• Armageddon 

3 foods you’d have for your last meal:
• Pizza
• Pasta 
• Apple Crumble 

2 places you’d love to visit:
• Australia
• Fiji

1 day you’ll never forget:
• Snorkelling in Thailand.



NEW SANCTIONS /REWARDS SYSTEM

As Ms White announced in assemblies this week we are launching a new sanctions and 
rewards system.

Below are details of how this will affect students. Remember we want to take every 
opportunity to celebrate and reward success. 

Rewards
The point system will be re-launched next half term, with the tutor point ladders updated 
weekly and big prizes/trips etc given every term.  Each classroom teacher will reward their 
students on a regular basis.  These achievement points will be allocated to the 6 pillars: 
effort, enthusiasm, independence, teamwork, commitment and community. Each teacher 
should being aiming to give at least five positive points per lesson. 

Detentions
The main change to the system will be the detention system. There will be 1 hour 
detentions held every afternoon from 3.10pm to 4.10pm, except Wednesdays.
In addition to this, a 2 hour SLT detention will be held every Friday, 3.10pm to 5.10pm.
6th form detentions will only be held on a Friday.
Each detention will be run by a team of staff and will be held in B29

Reasons for detention
Years 7-11
• Lateness to school – same day detention. Late list recorded at the gate until 8.45am. 
• Inappropriate behaviour/parking – same day detention. 
• Failed report –same day detention
• Failure of homework – next day detention
• Truancy – same day detention
• 2+ logged negative incidents in a day or 5+ in a week  for, uniform, equipment, PE 
kit, failure to complete expected work in class, out of class behaviour – next day detention/
Friday.

6th Form
• 3+ lates to school in a week
• 5+ eportal entries in a week for dress code, failure to complete expected classwork, 
truancy, inappropriate behaviour around the school, inadequate independent learning.

Remember if you are doing everything right and working to the best of your 
ability you will have nothing to worry about and you will never be in detention



23th February 1820

Police arrest the plotters of the ‘Cato Street 
Conspiracy’, who planned to blow up the 

British cabinet.

26th February 1885

The European powers agree the rules of the 
territorial ‘Scramble for Africa’ at a conference in 

Berlin.

This Week in History

24th February 1848

The massively-influential ‘Communist 
Manifesto’ by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels 

is published in London.

25th February 1964

Cassius Clay (Muhammad Ali) defeats Sonny 
Liston in one of the greatest shocks in boxing 

history.

27th February 1900

The Labour Representation Committee is 
formed, the direct predecessor of the British 

Labour Party.

28th February

On this day in 1953, Cambridge University 
scientists James D. Watson and Frances H.C. 

Crick announce that they have determined the 
double-helix structure of DNA, the molecule 

containing human genes.


