
Message From the Principal

Author of the Week: Charlotte, Emily and Anne Brontë

All three sisters were 
born in Thornton, 
Yorkshire; Charlotte 
in 1816, Emily in 1818 
and Anne in 1820.  
Soon after Anne’s 
birth, the family moved 
to Haworth, West 
Yorkshire where 
their father had been 
appointed curate.

Their mother died in the same year followed four 
years later by Maria and Elizabeth, their two eldest 
sisters.

Over the years, along with their brother Branwell, 
the Brontë’s created two amazing imaginary worlds, 
Angria and Gondal; documenting their characters 
lives and adventures in tiny, hand made books.
The sisters’ passion for writing continued into their 
adult lives and in 1847 they published three novels 
using the pen names Currer (Charlotte), Ellis (Emily) 
and Acton (Anne) Bell.

Charlotte’s Jane Eyre was an immediate success but 

Dear all,
 
We seem to be moving through the academic year 
very quickly and this week I realised that we only 
have six school weeks until the beginning of the 
GCSE examinations which start on May 6. This is 
swiftly followed by the start of the AS examinations 
on 12 May. It seems that the examination season is 
not only starting much earlier but that more of the 
exams are earlier in the month. This means that 
there is precious little time left to finish courses and 
make sure that all coursework is completed.  All 
students should now be thinking about their revision 

Wuthering Heights by Emily and Agnes Grey by 
Anne met with little critical acclaim at the time.
Charlotte went on to publish three more novels, 
Shirley, The Professor and Villette and Anne, The 
Tenant of Wildfell Hall. Wuthering Heights was 
Emily’s solitary masterpiece.

Emily Brontë died from tuberculosis in 1848.
Anne Brontë died from the same disease in 1849.
Charlotte Brontë married in 1854 and died in the 
early stages of pregnancy in 1855.

programmes. Everyone should make sure that they 
have prepared a revision timetable, understand 
what the key topics are that they need to revise and 
have a catalogue of past examination papers which 
they can use as practice. Sometimes at this point in 
the year students begin to get tired but the most 
important thing is to keep going. A rigorous study 
programme for the next two months will make all 
the difference in terms of final grades.
 
Have a good weekend and study hard.

Ms Downey
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DICKENS: Ms Chaudhry
 

Congratulations to the following pupils 
for achieving 100% attendance so far 
this academic year:

Tia Roye, Brandon Pope,Troy Piedade, 
Teon Piedade, Richa Jirel, Judith Golightly, 

Tomas Edgley, Jewell Dje, Shania Coyle, Mohammad 
Awais,  Maan Al-Yasiri.

Unfortunately, we have dropped from 1st to 3rd 
place on the leader board as your attendance is too 
low!  Last week, you only managed 91% when the 
school’s target is 95%!!  Mr Powell’s tutor group 
did achieve 94.5% so a massive thank you and 
congratulations to them!  

Please come in, on time, every day as you are letting 
Dickens House down!  Remember this is what you 
signed in the home school agreement in September 
2013: “I will attend APA every day on time.”

The theme of the week was Limitless, here are some 
quotes to, hopefully, inspire you:

The artist’s world is limitless. It can be found 
anywhere, far from where he lives or a few feet away. 
It is always on his doorstep. Paul Strand

Waste is worse than loss. The time is coming when 
every person who lays claim to ability will keep the 
question of waste before him constantly. The scope 
of thrift is limitless. Thomas A. Edison

We owe it to our children to equip them with all 
the capabilities they’ll need to thrive in the limitless 
world beyond the classrooms. Naveen Jain

Other news:
On Monday 3rd March 2014, Ms Chaudhry and 
Ms Fennell took the year 13 Business Studies 
students on a trip to the BT Tower for the launch 
of Apprenticeship week.  The students met with 
Clive Selley - CEO BT Technology, Kit Malthouse - 
Deputy Mayor for Business and Enterprise and The 
Rt Hon Dr Vince Cable MP - Secretary of State, 
Department for Business Innovation & Skills and 
had breakfast in the BT Tower where they were also 
given the opportunity to meet with other students 
and apprentices.  The following students should be 
praised for their professionalism and enthusiasm 
they are a credit to our school community:

Bubacarr Sonko, Reece Butcher Campbell, Leigh 
Taylor Morgan, Reece Smith, Joe Lant, Daryl Collins 
Walters, Louie Bridgeman-Tees, Steven Ameny, 
Rawan Elsayed, Joshua Agabosi,  Ahmed Funse, Tobi 
Ifayomi, Cashel Wing

Message From the Heads of House
BRUNEL: Mr Glyn

There have been a number of trips 
going out over the last couple of weeks, 
including students from nearly all the 
year groups, (I know we had great 
fun on the beach, in the hailstones at 
Swanage). The behaviour on these trips 

has been excellent and I hope all the students found 
them a rewarding and worthwhile experience.

The thought for next week is ‘HURT’ and as the 
words of the song goes, ‘Everybody hurts some 
time’. I have always found our school to be a very 
caring community, where students all get on very 
well together and support each other. I often wish 
our school was reflected more in the wider society 
we live in and even the world! I hope we can use 

next week to reflect on how we can be kind and 
help others overcome their ‘Hurt’, whatever it 
may be. ‘What does it mean to be kind? It means 
reaching from the inside to smile at someone, to 
share what you have, to cheer for someone who 
has tried. Kindness can mean spending time with 
someone who’s feeling alone, inviting a person, to 
play on your team, or doing kind deeds on your 
own. Kindness can change someone’s mood or add 
happiness to a day. No matter how simple the kind 
things you do, the joy they give goes a long way’.
I hope we can all try to be kind to someone, 
starting from next week and hopefully more than 
one person! As the next line of the song goes, ‘Take 
comfort in your friends’.

Have a good weekend.



Message From the Heads of House
TURING: Ms Brimacombe 

Congratulations for winning the 
attendance board again last week…
fantastic! A special well done to the 
following students who have 99-100% 
attendance this year: 
Sharif Ahmed, Shai Allen, Yazan Al-

Sayed, Eleesher Baker, Shakira Brown, Georgina 
Douglas, Thomas Edwards, Joshua Ejoh-Denny, 
Andrew Elmer, Joseph Elmer, Shameille Grant, 
Macaiah Holman, Raheel Iqbal, Dylan Jenkins, 
Minesh Khatri, Bethany Lennox, Amber Miller, 
Stefanos Nayar, Erica Nuamah, Jordan Omadoye, 
Victory Onyeka, Hamsa Osman, Jordan Ruby, 
Hemiel Sarker, Sumol Sarker, Anna-Ruth Stephens. 
Keep it up!

As you hopefully have seen, we are now 2nd in the 
House leaders board, which is great! We just need 
3 more points and we will be joint top with Turner. 
Come on, we can do it! Remember, we will win 

points for the Sports Relief activities, so get involved 
and start thinking about your outfit for the fun run 
(the more outrageous the better)!!

This is the last call for you to bring in any unwanted 
old clothes that you do not wear anymore. Please 
bring to Ms Emerton’s classroom; B27.

Congratulations to Rosalee Henry for cracking the 
Turing Catchphrase…£10 coming your way!
On a fundraising note, we only have £250 left to 
raise to reach our £1000 target. Please come up 
with some ideas of how we can do that and let me 
or your tutor know.

The theme of this week has been ‘Unlimited’. What 
could you achieve if you had no limits? Where would 
you be? Over the weekend, have a think about what 
your current limitations are and how perhaps you 
can overcome them.

Have a lovely weekend.

TURNER: Mr Richards

Congratulations again to the students 
with 100% attendance this week: 
Dhruvi Patel, Pradeep Neupane, Lia 
Lothian,Bradley Bridger, Alea Barham, 
Emma-Marie Walker-Dowell, Francini 
Nuernberg. Such a great thing to see, 
well done! Well done to Mr Adjei’s 

tutor group this week for getting 95%, the highest 
in the House. With our record of attendance, we 
should getting 96% all round, so the overall of 93% 
this week was a big let down – remember every 
moment missed counts and that turning up late 
affects your overall attendance as well.  

A reminder that you must have equipment, 
planners, reading books with you every single day. 
As it was World Book Day this week I’d like you 
all to think about your favourite stories and share 
them with one another, your tutors, teachers, 
and family. Reading comes in many forms including 
television and computer games, but there really is 
nothing like a good book, for which you need no 
batteries, remote nor wasting time waiting for it 
to load. There are plenty of books in the school 

library and Miss Sparrowhawk can direct you to one 
that suits you – all you have to do is go and ask. If 
the library isn’t your thing, then there are plenty of 
books I can recommend to you on my bookshelf as 
well! If you don’t like novels, then try biographies, 
memoirs, diaries, poetry collections, plays – all can 
be found cheaply in charity shops or on the internet 
for free!

Lastly, and related to improving our attendance. 
We are now only three points ahead of Turing on 
the House points leader board. Attendance and 
punctuality is one way we will keep on top, but 
there are others as well. Sport Relief is coming 
up and there will be Key Stage 3 and 4 Volleyball 
tournaments during lunch times. After our near 
defeat against Brunel in the table-tennis, we need to 
make sure we come out clear winners in these next 
tournaments, so if you have a ball and a high net, get 
some practice in over the next few days. The House 
Council will be meeting and Alea Barham and Hanna 
Touhami will be coming round to organise the teams 
next week. Let’s stay at the top where we belong!
Have a solid weekend.



Charity: Popular Music Concert PE: Netball

Popular Music 
Charity Concert
 Date:1st April 2014
Start time: 6:30pm

Place:  TBA

Well done to Rumaysah Khalif, Shakira Brown, 
Kaliyah Roye, Isabelle Barton- Young, Alvia Ali, 
Anna-Ruth Stephens, Tylar Rogers and Lynn-Esther 
Kacou who took part in the Year 7 Wandsworth 
School Netball tournament on Monday the 3rd of 
March. All the girls played fantastically and worked 
well as a team. Anyone also interested in playing 
Netball should come along to netball club every 
Monday at lunch time. Miss Patrick 

24 KS3 students who had made good progress 
throughout the year were rewarded with a trip to 
the Sky Skills Studios in Osterley. At this trip we 
were given the chance to create and film our own 
APA news programme about money.

Before we went to the studios we split into four 
groups and began to plan our own section of the 
news report. The four groups were studio report, 
on site report, expert report and interview. In each 
of these groups, people were given special roles 
such as producer, reporter and camera man.

We got to the Sky Studios around mid-day and 
were given a short introduction about the different 
studios and what each one was used for. Then the 
reporters were taken off to the dressing up room 
to find their outfits for their different parts of the 
programme. In the studio we started to film our 
part of the programme, there were touch-screen 
tables to edit the green screen image. Once we had 
finished a good recording we sent it to the master 
computer.  The staff took us on a tour of the Sky 
building and we were able to see where the shows 
were filmed and how they are distributed to the Sky 
channels. It was particularly interesting to see that 
the studios are actually quite dirty but they use light 

School Trip: Sky Skills Studio by Daniel Edgely and Sabir Abdulla

to make them look shiny and new. After the tour 
we went back to the studios to see the full news 
report that the groups had created.
 
‘I enjoyed being able to ask lots of questions about 
how they actually distributed the programmes.’ 
Quoted Daniel. ‘I liked the tour of the sky building 
and how the studio worked.’ Sabir



Active Kids

5,4,3,2,1: Mr Jenkins
5 people you’d love to have round for dinner:

Putting Stalin, Lenin, Trotsky, Bukharin  and Rykov 
in a room, together again, is too obvious so I will go 
for;

• Valentina Tereshkova (First woman in space)
• Rosa Luxemburg (Spartakist murdered by 

fascists)
• Stokely Carmichael (Black Power)
• Paul Robeson (Commie legend)
• Diego Maradona (Football legend)

4 books and films you’ll never forget:
Books
• Dostoevsky – Crime & Punishment (first     book 

to make me shed a tear, harrowing bleakness)
• Bulgakov – The Master and Margarita (best book 

I’ve read)
• Kurkov – Death and the Penguin (funniest book 

I’ve read)
• Stevenson – Treasure Island/Golding – Lord of 

the Flies (first books I ever read as a child, but 
can’t remember which one was first!)

Films
• The Elephant Man (first film to make me shed a 

tear, harrowing cruelty)
• The Big Lebowski (best film I’ve seen)
• Napoleon Dynamite (funniest film I’ve seen)
• Star Wars: Return of the Jedi (first film I 

watched in the cinema – loved those goddam 
Ewoks)

3 foods you’d have for your last meal:

• Lamb Bhuna
• Chana Masala
• Saag Paneer
• I’d also have to have rice, naan bread, mango 

chutney and poppadoms (so technically speaking 
that’s 7 foods)

2 places you’d love to visit:

• La  Bombonero Stadium in Buenos Aires 
(Argentina) for a feisty derby game between 
Boca Juniors v River Plate 

• Chu Chi Tunnels in Vietnam (but would probably 
be too scared/claustrophobic to go in them!)

1 day you’ll never forget:

• If you want clichés, you can have them……… 
the birth of my daughters (again, breaking the 
rules of the game, as that’s technically 2 days but 
so what)

Help us collect as many ‘Active Kids’ Sainsbury’s 
vouchers!

Calling all parents! If you shop at Sainsbury’s then 
please can you collect the vouchers and send them 
into school? Active Kids vouchers are available at 
all Sainsbury’s stores, petrol stations and when 
ordering online. The vouchers help us to buy 
additional sports equipment. Your help is much 
appreciated! Thank you.

The PE Department.



APA Extra Curricular Clubs
ARK	  Putney	  Academ

y	  
Extra-‐Curricular	  Activities	  –	  Spring	  Term
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Chess	  Club	  
Room

	  B33	  
1.15pm

	  –	  1.45pm
	  

Chess	  Club	  
Room

	  B33	  
1.15pm

	  –	  1.45pm
	  

Table	  Tennis	  club	  
Sports	  hall	  

1.15pm
	  –	  1.45pm

	  

Chess	  Club	  
Room

	  B33	  
1.15pm

	  –	  1.45pm
	  

Year	  7	  boys	  football	  
Sports	  hall	  

1.15pm
	  –	  1.45pm

	  
Violin	  practice	  
Room

	  B29	  
3.10pm

	  –	  4.30pm
	  

Singing	  Solos	  
Room

	  B29	  
1.15	  –	  1.45pm

	  

KS3	  Choir	  
Room

	  B29	  
1.15pm

	  –	  1.45pm
	  

O
rigam

i	  club	  
Room

	  B23	  
1.15pm

	  –	  1.45pm
	  

Singing	  Solos	  
Room

	  B33	  
1.15	  –	  1.45pm

	  
KS3	  girls	  N

etball	  
Sports	  hall	  

1.15pm
	  –	  1.45pm

	  

Year	  9	  boys	  football	  
Sports	  hall	  

1.15pm
	  –	  1.45pm

	  

	  
	  

	  

AFTERSCH
O

O
L	  CLU

BS	  
	  

KS3	  H
istory	  club	  

Room
	  A15	  

3.10pm
-‐4.00pm

	  

Knitting	  club	  
	  Library	  

3:15	  	  to	  4:00	  pm
	  

Film
	  Club	  

Room
	  B20	  

3.10pm
	  –	  4.30pm

	  

KS3	  Science	  club	  
Room

	  A05	  
3.10pm

	  –	  4.00pm
	  

6
th	  form

	  Boys	  Basketball	  
Sports	  hall	  

3.10pm
	  –	  4.30pm

	  
O

rchestra/Xylophone	  group	  
(room

	  B29/33)	  
3.10pm

	  –	  4.10pm
	  

Tram
polining	  

Sports	  hall	  
3.10pm

	  –	  4.00pm
	  

	  
Senior	  Choir	  
Room

	  B33	  
3.10pm

	  –	  4.10pm
	  

KS3	  H
om

ew
ork	  club	  

	  Room
	  B14	  

3:15	  	  to	  4:00	  pm
	  

KS3	  H
om

ew
ork	  club	  

	  Room
	  B14	  

3:15	  	  to	  4:00	  pm
	  

KS3	  M
aths	  

H
om

ew
ork	  club	  

	  Room
	  B25	  

3:15	  	  to	  4:00	  pm
	  

	  
Year	  8	  boys	  football	  

(gym
s)	  

3.10pm
	  –	  4.30pm

	  

	  

	  



Sport Relief Week:

Bench Ball – Students V staff
KS3 Volleyball – House Teams
6th Form Table Tennis Tournament
KS4 Volleyball – House Teams
1 Mile fun run Putney Heath

Donations

£1 per team, 20p to watch
£1 per team, 20p to watch
£1 per entrant 
£1 per team, 20p to watch
Sponsorship 

Activities taking place:

Monday (lunch)
Tuesday (lunch)
Wednesday (P4) 
Thursday (lunch)
Friday (P4)

Alea Barham and Hanna Touhami
Suzanna Harris and Maia Drummond
Kauthar Oulad-Issa and Bartool Naqvi
Charlie Warwick and Lenie

Please see the following Council reps to sign up for the teams:

Further sponsorship forms are available from Mr Haydon or Ms Lake.

If every student could raise at least £5, we would be 
able to raise over £1000 for charity

Turner:
Brunel:
Turing:
Dickins:

North Regional Debating Matters Final
Sam, Joe and Yusuf took part in the North Regional 
Debating Matters Final on Monday. Despite not 
making it to the final round, they won their debate 
‘unpaid internships are exploitative.’ Debating for 
this, the judges applauded Sam for thinking on his 
feet considering the little time he had to prepare.
Other comments from the day included:

‘You handled the debate cleverly and mastered the 
argument for clearly a harder case’- Judge to Sam.

‘You gave a very well marshalled argument with 
clear evidence and research’- Judge to Yusuf.

Big congratulations to Joe who came second in the 
highly commended individual award. The judges 
commented he was consistent throughout his 
debate as well as providing thought probing ideas 
when in the audience.

An honourable mention from the judges to Sam was 
also given for standing in last minute and providing 
wider issues to his argument.
I would also like to mention how smart Ark Putney 
Academy looked in their business attire; this did not 
go unnoticed by the judges and other schools!

Ms Harvey



1st March 1979

Referendums in Scotland and Wales both 
reject devolution, crippling Britan’s minority 

Labour government.

4th March 1681

Charles II grants William Penn, a quaker, a 
charter for a colony (Pennsylvania) in North 

America.

This Week in History

2nd March 1882

Queen Victoria narrowly escapes assassination 
when a man shoots at her as she boards a 

train in Windsor.

3rd March 1938

US engineers strike oil in Saudi Arabia, 
transforming the geopolitical significance of the 

Middle East.

5th March 1946

Winston Churchill makes his ‘Iron Curtain’ 
speech in Fulton, Missouri, warning of the 

Soviet threat.

6th March 1899

‘Aspirin’ (acetylsalicylic acid) is patented by 
German chemist Felix Hoffmann.


