
Message From the Principal
Congratulations to the old year 11 who graduated 
from APA on Tuesday.  In celebration of this rite 
of passage we held a graduation ceremony in the 
hall which celebrated students achievements, both 
academic and personal.  We invited all parents and 
family members to this event and many photographs 
were taken of proud parents and students. 
In the evening we took a boat trip down the 
Thames into central London where students and 
staff danced the night away.  Everyone had a great 
time and it really highlighted how well students and 
staff get along at APA.  We look forward to Year 11 
exam results day and the students returning in the 
Sixth form.

Have a great weekend.
Ms Downey

Children’s Book Week

Children’s Book Week 30th June – 4th July 2014 

It’s here! 

!  

!
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The theme of the week was Culture 
so, hopefully, the following quotes 
will inspire you to embrace your own 
culture and respect other cultures:

I think music in itself is healing. It’s an 
explosive expression of humanity. It’s something we 
are all touched by. No matter what culture we’re 
from, everyone loves music.
Billy Joel

A people without the knowledge of their past 
history, origin and culture is like a tree without 
roots.
Marcus Garvey

We can make a commitment to promote vegetables 
and fruits and whole grains on every part of every 
menu. We can make portion sizes smaller and 
emphasize quality over quantity. And we can help 
create a culture - imagine this - where our kids ask 
for healthy options instead of resisting them.
Michelle Obama

If art is to nourish the roots of our culture, society 
must set the artist free to follow his vision wherever 
it takes him.
John F. Kennedy

Message From the Heads of House

I would like to take this opportunity to 
say goodbye to Year 11, although I very 
much hope that we will be seeing many 
of them back in Year 12! They really 
have been an absolutely fantastic year 

group and a real pleasure to be around, with some 
really exceptional students. I hope they enjoyed 
the Graduation assembly and the boat trip that 
followed. It was a great opportunity for staff and 
students to mix and it appeared that everyone really 
enjoyed themselves, despite the sudden downpour 
along the Thames! 

 It’s been an interesting week and rather sad week 
at the World Cup in many ways, with England 
eliminated and Suarez attempting another Dracula 

impersonation! However it will really start coming 
alive when the knockout competition starts  and I’m 
sure that there are many more twists and turns to 
look forward to.

Well done to the highest attenders in Brunel. We 
are approaching the end of the year and we have 
a number of students on 99% attendance. So well 
done to Kieran Strong 99.7%, Corey Longuehaye 
99.4%, Caitlyn Longuehaye 99.4%, Arlind Fetahu 
98.8%, Aaliyah Casady 98.8% and Nassim Belateche 
98.8%.

I hope some of you will have a go at designing a 
bookmark for the Inter House competition, I am 
sure that there will be some wonderful designs.

Have a great weekend.

DICKENS: Ms Chaudhry

A nation’s culture resides in the hearts and in the 
soul of its people.
Mahatma Gandhi

Together with a culture of work, there must be a 
culture of leisure as gratification. To put it another 
way: people who work must take the time to relax, 
to be with their families, to enjoy themselves, read, 
listen to music, play a sport.
Pope Francis

This week Dickens House reached 93% attendance 
with Mr Powell’s tutor group achieving 94%!  
Although this is an improvement from last week, the 
school’s target is 95% so we all need to ensure that 
we come in, on time, every day!

I look forward to taking all the students to Nando’s 
on Monday at lunch time to celebrate their 
attendance to school!  All the pupils who are going 
have achieved 95% attendance or above, well done!

Even though England are out of the World Cup, 
keep on watching the football and celebrate the 
culture.

Have a lovely weekend!

BRUNEL: Mr Glyn



Message From the Heads of House

Dear Turing House,

I am really looking forward to 
celebrating with the best attenders in 
our house next week! We are still a 
very close second to Turner house- 

let’s try to beat them next week!

Star of the week- 
Glory Onyeka

It was wonderful 
celebrating with year 
11 at the prom on 
Tuesday. I was touched 
by Glory’s speech; her 
acknowledgment to all 
her teachers for their 
efforts and wishing her 
fellow year 11’s the best 
of luck with their chosen 
paths.

TURNER: Mr Richards

Amazing performance from you all 
once again as we were top of the 
attendance board with 95%. This is just 
hitting the school target, so make a big 
push to get this even higher next week. 
Another special congratulations to the 

amazing students with 100% attendance: Dhruvi 
Patel; Alea Barham; Lia Lothian; Pradeep Neupane; 
Bradley Bridger and above 99%: Tylar-Morgan 
Rogers; Robyn Smart; Omar Hassouna.  

I also want to give you another reminder of the 
equipment you need to be bringing in every single 
day. It includes: pens, pencils, sharpener, eraser, 
ruler, calculator, compass, protractor, diary and 
reading book. This equipment should be brought in 
every day without fail and three incidences of not 
bringing in your equipment, combined with incorrect 
uniform, will result in a one hour detention. A 
simple way of remembering everything would be to 
keep it all in your bag each night. 

Your tutors would have told you this week about 
the House competition Miss Sparrowhawk is running 
to create your own book mark. Use this as a chance 
to display your creativity and skill. You could even 
use the theme of week, ‘culture’, to help you and 
consider books and authors from all over the world. 
As so many of you have experience of a number of 
different cultures, use this to share those and make 
it personal to you. 

Have a great weekend. 

TURING: Ms Harvey
The theme of the week is culture. This reminded 
me of my trip to Istanbul 
two years ago. It is a 
beautiful city with stunning 
architecture. The Sultan 
Ahmed Mosque (Turkish: 
Sultan Ahmet Camii) is a 
historic mosque in Istanbul. 
The mosque is popularly 
known as the Blue Mosque 
for the blue tiles adorning the walls of its interior.

Have a sunny weekend,
Ms Harvey



13th Annual Mock United Nations General Assembly

KSC Integration Programme NOTICE: Payments

On Wednesday 11 students took part in the 13th 
Annual Mock United Nations General Assembly 
at Wandsworth Town Hall with a focus to resolve 
world poverty. Students had to present a poster 
focusing on Article 27 of the Unicef UN convention 
‘the rights of the child’ and to take part in two 
debates. Our two teams were representing the 
countries India and Nigeria and both debated on the 
motion ‘This House would give cash to the poor to 
end poverty’.This was followed by a presentation of 
their representative countries. The students were 
then asked to preamble a resolution to ensure that 
all children in the world have a right to a health 
service and food, reenacting the united nations 
chamber itself; amending the motions and voting 
to pass new bills.  It was a thought provoking day 
and gave the students an insight into the important 
issues the UN faces globally today. We left the town 
hall feeling we could make a positive difference 
in the world! Congratulations to all students 

who took part during the day, especially Ibrahim 
Ahmed and Ian Castells who were commended for 
their debating skills and to Suzannah Harris who 
was a runner up in the poster competition. All 
students were congratulated by the vice mayor of 
Wandsworth. Many thanks also to the students who 
worked on the poster with Mr Solari.

India: Raheel Iqbal, Suannah Harris, Dylan Walker- 
Dowell, Ian Castells, Daniel Edgley.
Nigeria: Ibrahim Ahmed, Hagi Sankoh, Rowen 
Mensah, Robbie Ryan, Tomas Edgley, Shakira Brown

We will be welcoming 36 Taiwanese students for 2 
weeks in school from Monday 30th June to Friday 
11th July. These students are here to experience 
school life in England and also discover London. You 
will have some students in your lessons during those 
2 weeks. If you are interested in buddying a student 
to show them around school, please come and talk 
to Miss Sinot.

For any students wanting to pay for a trip or visit, 
including your graduation, please come and pay me 
directly at reception, where I can give you a receipt. 

Thanks
Ms Leaver



  Events in the Library for  
Children’s Book Week 

30th June-4th July 2014 
!

Every Lunch Time at 1.30  

Monday 30th June - Mr Marshall reading ‘Mort’ by Terry Pratchett 
Tuesday 1st July - Mr Davidson reading ‘The BFG’ by Roald Dahl 

Wednesday 2nd July - Ms Harvey reading ‘The Tale of Three Brothers’ by J.K 
Rowling 

Thursday 3rd July - Ms Hollis reading ‘The Hobbit’ by JRR Tolkien 
Friday 4th July - Miss Sparrowhawk reading ‘Warhorse’ by Michael Morpurgo 
!

Book Swap 

Book Swap will be running all week, 
swap any of your unwanted books and choose another! 

!
Competitions 

Competitions every day at break and lunch!  
!

Friday 4th July Mufti Day- 

Dress up as a character from a children’s book! 

 



5 people you’d love to have 
round for dinner:
1. JFK
2. Humphrey Bogart
3. Mila Kunis
4. John Wayne
5. Elvis
(Please ignore the fact that 
most of my dinner guests are 

DEAD).

4 books and films you’ll never forget
1. “Change Your Thinking, Change Your Life” – 

Brian Tracy
2. “Casablanca”
3. “Schindler’s List”
4. “The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly”

3 foods you’d have for your last meal:
1. Thai Curry
2. Rib of Steak
3. “POTAOES”…naturally - you know who you 

are! Clue: noisy!!

2 places you’d love to visit:
1. The crystal clear, white sandy beach, with the 

huge rocky outcrop from “The Man With The 
Golden Gun” (1974)

2. Tianzi Mountains, China - looks inspiring.

1 day you’ll never forget:
Taking my very first flight ever on 11/09/2001 from 
Belfast to Liverpool

5,4,3,2,1: Mr Kerr World Cup Tutor Competition

APA Arts Evening

FRANCE WIN THE WORLD CUP!!!!!!!!

Thursday 26th June saw the judging of the World 
Cup tutor competition. It was clear to see that a lot 
of time, thought and effort had been taken in order 
to get the rooms looking so great. After viewing all 
the classrooms the Heads of Houses and I came up 
with results being:

1st ESI-France
Joint 2nd MHO-Germany and ABO-Portugal

Well done to all those tutor groups that 
participated.



This reflection is directed primarily at 6th form 
students, but if you are in the lower years, don’t let 
that stop you from reading it. “If you don’t design 
your own life plan, chances are you’ll fall into 
someone else’s plan. And guess what they have 
planned for you? Not much” – Jim Rohn. Some 
people believe that adults are really just big kids 
and indeed some adults really are just big kids. The 
law considers you to be an adult once you reach 
your 18th birthday. The real reason some people 
never truly become an adult is because they refuse 
to accept RESPONSIBILITY for their lives – the 
defining characteristic of a mature adult. You have 
a choice for your future, you can become what Zig 
Ziglar termed option A, “a meaningful specific” or 
option B, “a wandering generality”. Which option 
appeals more to you? A meaningful specific is 
someone who makes plans and then takes action 
and enjoys the rewards of their labour. A wandering 
generality is not what you should aspire to become.

So how can you improve your chances of becoming 
the option A person? Well, what you choose to 
“feed” into your brain daily is so important. If 
someone came into your house and dumped their 
rubbish all over your living room floor you would 
be ‘outraged’ to put it very mildly. Yet, for some 
strange reason, a lot of people actively choose 
to daily gorge upon a relentless diet of non-stop 
utter rubbish and negativity via “the soaps”. If you 
seriously believe that watching people in Eastenders 

Mr Kerr: Accept Responsibility

or similar, engaging in screaming, shouting, slanging 
matches, and fighting with one another every night 
is normal behaviour and that this is not affecting the 
quality of your thinking you are deceiving yourself. 

The one matter that religions, philosophers, and 
psychologists generally tend to agree upon is: You 
become what you think about most of the 
time. Let’s be clear here, I’m not saying you should 
never watch drama on the television – but a daily 
diet of it will seriously affect the quality of your 
thinking in the long term. Rubbish In = Rubbish 
Out. Quality In = Future Success Out. Your ability 
to “think” is critical to your future success. Many 
people fail to set aside time to do this. You need to 
really think about what you want for your future. If 
you don’t know what you want, start asking yourself 
questions. Lots of questions. Write the answers 
down. If you don’t, you will forget the insights 
gained. Writing it down on paper has a wonderful 
way of making your thinking nice and clear. Follow 
these simple steps to start making your future 
better. I leave you with a final thought from the late 
great Jim;  “Failure is not a single, cataclysmic 
event. You don’t fail overnight. Instead, 
failure is a few errors in judgement, repeated 
every day. Success is nothing more than a few 
simple disciplines, practiced daily.

Mr Kerr

Seventy five year 5 students from Granard School 
and Heathmere School took part in an Enterprise 
Event at APA. This was our second year running the 
programme. The students started by taking part 
in a fun competition to make and sell Mini-vans to 
our tough buying team - Ms Patrick, Ms Roe and 
Ms White. After the break the students started to 
design their own business ideas which will lead to 
them making and selling products at their school 
Summer Fair. Their challenge is to use £50 as a 
start-up fund and to try and beat last year’s winning 
school who raised £75. 

Thank you to Ms Patrick, Ms Roe, Ms White, Ms 
Downey and the year 8 students for helping with 
the event!

Enterprise Event for Year 5 Students



Design the front and back 
of a bookmark for a chance 
to have it printed as your 

House’s official book 
mark! 

!
It can be anything from: 

Your favourite children’s 
book character or your 
favourite quote from a 
children’s book. 

!
See Miss Sparrowhawk in 
the library for a blank 
template. 

!

Closing date:  
Friday 4th July 

Inter House competition!!



Carrie’s War 

by Nina Bawden 

New books Available in the Library NOW! 

The Complete Borrowers 

by Mary Norton 

A Christmas Carol (Graphic Novel) 

by Charles Dickens 

The Little Prince 

by Antoine De Saint-Exupéry 

Percy Jackson and the Sea of 
Monsters (Graphic Novel) 

 by Rick Riordan 

The Mysterious Misadventures 
of Clemency Wrigglesworth 

by Julia Lee 

Jane, the Fox and Me 

by Fanny Britt 

The Third Wheel 

by Jeff Kinney 
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This Week in History

25th June 1950

North Korea invades South Korea by crossing the 
‘38th Parallel’, igniting the Korean War.

23rd June 1966

Civil Rights marchers in Mississippi are dispersed by 
tear gas.

24th June 1509

Henry VIII is crowned King of England.

26th June  1483

Richard III becomes king of England after declaring 
his nephews Edward and Richard illegitimate.

27th June 1957

A British Medical Research Council report suggests 
a direct link between smoking and lung cancer.


