
Message From the Principal

Author of the Week: Alice Walker
Alice Walker 
was born on 9th 
February 1944 in 
Georgia, USA.

She is an author, 
poet and activist 
and was the 

first African American woman to be awarded the 
Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. 

Alice attended segregated schools and won a 
scholarship to Spelman College in Atlanta.

She later moved to Sarah Lawrence College in New 
York and graduated in 1965, the year her first short 
story was published. 
Her major breakthrough as a writer came with the 
publication of the Color Purple in 1982.

She won both the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and 
National Book Award and Steven Spielberg’s film 
was nominated for eleven Academy Awards.

She now lives on a ranch in California.
Alice Walker is divorced with one daughter.

Table Football at APA

The table tennis tables have been a huge success 
over the last three weeks. We have been inundated 
with requests for bats and balls and it has been so 
nice to see different year groups playing on the 
tables together although I am not sure whether 
some of you should be playing so late in the evening!  
As you seem to enjoy having something extra to do 
at lunchtimes I have bought two table football tables 
which will arrive after half term. I would like in the 
future to buy some more outdoor equipment but 
I am out of ideas at the moment so it you have any 
yourself please come and let me know. 
Have a good weekend

Ms Downey
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DICKENS: 
Ms Chaudhry 

Dickens news:

Congratulations to 
the following pupils 
have achieved 100% 
attendance this half 
term!!! 
Ashia Abeberese
Sitara Akbarzad
Mohammad Awais
Leanne Clark
Shaecaden Clarke
Shania Coyle
Michelle De Morais
Nickalous Denny-Lynch
Jewell Dje

Keano Doyle
Tomas Edgley
Kamal Elghailani
Jasmine Harding
Jamie Hill
Ramavadee Homsap
Jewell Jones
Sharo Khan
Bartosz Kreft
Lukasz Laskowski
Cameron Martin
Hareem Naqvi
Armstrong Nkosi
Troy Piedade
Rhys Powers
Teon Piedade
Thomas Ryan
Shayithiriya Sothikumar
Jenny Valdez
Camille Waugh

We are currently 3rd in 
the House competition 
and we are also 3rd for 

attendance; let’s get back 
to the top!!

Drama news:

Please buy your tickets 
for the Shakespeare 
School’s Festival from 
B05 at lunch and break 
times; £3.00 per ticket 
or £10.00 for 4 tickets!!

A massive thank you 
to the following pupils 
for their outstanding 
behaviour on the trip 
to New Wimbledon 
Theatre to watch Blood 
Brothers:
Elizabeth Turner
Bethany Lennox
Tom Ryan
Hayfa Awshan
Chelsea Brackely

Rosie Moore
Bradley Hogan
Shay Wotton
Evangaline Bediako
Abbie Furlong

Message From the Heads of House
some fun and relax, but 
also ensure that you 
are using G.C.S.E bite 
size for some revision 
at KS4, along with any 
exam papers and at 
KS3 we are also using 
our results, filling any 
gaps and completing any 
homework. Remember 
the old motto, “As long 
as we have done our 
best, then no one can do 
more”.
Enjoy the break!

BRUNEL: Mr Glyn

Congratulations to 
Brunel Year 8/9 table 
tennis team, who won an 
extremely hard fought 
final against Turner, 
earlier this week. It 
was an extremely close 
final, which was actually 
decided on the scores, 
as the points were equal. 
Well done to everyone 
who took part, details 
will follow in a later 
edition.

Emmanuel Brefo was 
representing the school 
table tennis team for 
Year 8 on Wednesday, at 
Evelyn Grace Academy 
and we hope he shows 
the same form as he did 
when winning the House 
competition. Again, the 
result of this will follow.
Brunel House Council 
will meet for the first 
time when we return, 
I hope that you will try 
and think of some ideas 
that you can give to your 
tutor reps around fund 
raising for our House 
charity. I hope the clip 
that we saw of the little 
abandoned dog, that 
had been through such 

heartache, (and I’m very 
happy to say that it had 
a happy ending!) may 
inspire some ideas!
The last few weeks 
have meant end of unit 
assessments for many 
students across the 
school and perhaps 
you can use half-term 
to reflect upon those 
marks and see how 
you can build on your 
successes or failures, so 
that you will have a more 
positive outcome next 
time around. Before you 
know it, it will be mock 
exams and Christmas 
time, so please ensure 
you use the break in 
a positive way. Have 



Message From the Heads of House
TURING: 
Ms Brimacombe 

Trip news:
“Last Friday afternoon, 
all Key Stage 3 students 
from Turing House 
visited the Science 
Museum to see a 
special exhibition 
called ‘Codebreaker’, 
developed by the Science 
Museum to mark the 
centenary of the birth 
of Alan Turing. We also 
visited the museum’s 
most popular gallery; 
The Launchpad, which 
is a fantastic ‘hands on’ 
section made up of 50 
interactive exhibits, plus 
electrifying shows and 
lively science demos. It 
was so much fun and we 
were also able to learn 

more about Alan Turing 
and why our House is 
named after him. We 
even found out that 
Mr Barrat met Turing’s 
Grandson at University!”
(KS3 Turing students)

“My favourite part was 
the section where it 
took the photos of your 

shadows.” (Hasti, Yr 8)

“My favourite part was 
spinning around on 
the ‘Inertia’ pole!” (Ms 

Collins)

“My favourite parts were 
seeing what is believed 
to be the first Enigma 
machine shown to the 
public and listening to 
music by biting on a 
straw and putting my 
fingers in my ears!” (Ms 
Brimacombe)

“Congratulations to 
Izzy Barton-Young for 
being victorious at the 
Turing House Bake-off!! 
It was an extremely 
close competition with 
excellent entries from 

Eleesher, Arbana, Emi 
and many more, but 
the Kit-Kats round 
the edge of the cake 
could not be denied 
the title! Thank you to 
all students, parents 
and staff that entered, 
it was a fantastic event 
raising over £100 for the 
Rainbow Trust.”

Well done for an 
excellent first half term 
all round. We have 
finished up in second 
place in the House 
points with 30 points, 
only 3 points behind 
Turner. I am really 
looking forward to us 
taking the lead next 
half term! Have a lovely 
break.

TURNER:
Mr Richards

Congratulations on 
getting top spot for 
attendance again this 
week. Considering the 
bugs that have been 
going round and the 
unsettled week last 
week, this is a great 
achievement-well done!
 
A big congratulations 
to the Year 7 table 
tennis team for coming 

a close second in 
the final tournament 
against Brunel. Please 
congratulate the four 
competitors: Khyreiss 
Davis, Nemr Chaer, 
Andrew Corbyn and 
Jamal Hassan. Khyreiss 
and Nemr, along 
with Ibrahim Ahmed, 
also represented the 
school in a table tennis 
tournament held at 
Evelyn Grace Academy 
on Wednesday 23rd. 
Details of these 
tournaments will follow. 

We will have our first 
House Council when we 
return, so please think of 

any ideas for our House 
charity event, which is 
due at the end of term. 

I know it has been 
a tough half-term 
and tiring last two 
weeks with so many 
assessments-well done 
for completing these. 
Make sure you all have 
a relaxing week off so 
you have enough energy 
for the weeks before 
Christmas.  

Have a lovely break.



United Nations Day 24/10/13 

The purpose of the United Nations is to bring all 
nations of the world together to work for peace 
and development based on the principles of justice, 
human dignity and the well-being of all people.
There are currently 192 members of the United 
Nations representing every country in the world. 
Each country, large or small, rich or poor has a 
single vote.
Recently this great assembly was spoken to by a 15 
year old school girl called Malala.
You will all have heard of Malala, the Pakistani girl 
who was shot by extremists.
She survived, as you know, and has become 
an inspiring figurehead in the fight for equality, 
education and peace. 

What follows are her own words:
‘We realise the importance of our voice when we 
are silenced.
The wise saying, “The pen is mightier than the 
sword” is true. The extremists are afraid of books 
and pens. The power of education frightens them. 
We must believe in education and the power and 
the strengths of our words.
We must not forget that our sisters and brothers 
are waiting for a bright peaceful future.
So let us wage a global struggle against illiteracy, 
poverty and terrorism.
Let us pick up our books and pens.
They are our most powerful weapons.’

‘Our words can change the world.’

From ancient times the olive wreath has been the symbol of peace between peoples. 
This is an extract from the assemply given by Ms Borthwick and her students on 21/10/13



BTEC Media Feature: Angela Man

Mr Kerr’s Thought of the Week Art: Bulletin

As part of a photography 
project, year 13 students 
were asked to choose a 
photographer who they 
found interesting and 
recapture their style. 
Angela Man, inspired by 
Japanese photographer 
Miki Takahashi, 
recreated these stunning 
images using Photoshop. 
Showing dedication, 

professional and 
creativity, Angela will 
receive a distinction* 
(A* equivalent) for this 
coursework- well done!

Thinking about studying 
Media for GCSE or 
BTEC? See myself, Ms 
Little or Mr Richards.
Ms Harvey
Head of Year 12

“Productivity is the deliberate, strategic investment 
of your time, talent, intelligence, energy, resources, 
and opportunities in a manner calculated to move 
you measurably closer to meaningful goals”. - Dan S 
Kennedy
 
I don’t know of a single successful individual, in 
any field, who isn’t goal-directed, and who is not 
involved in measuring, preferably daily, movement 
towards those goals.
If you are not achieving what you feel you should 
in life, it is because your goals are not defined well 
enough. Don’t complain about it, take ACTION! 
You cannot be productive without measurement. 
Mr. Kerr.

ART TRIP TO THE NATIONAL GALLERY 
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 6TH.

A group of YR10 Art students will be visiting the 
National Gallery in London. The National Gallery is 
in Trafalgar Square and holds the national collection 
of art. The students will be studying a selection of 
artworks by artists such as Ingres, Turner, Van Gogh 
and Gericault. They will then use some of the time 
to sketch the local environment and people. This 
trip is used to help students develop work for unit 
one of their coursework.

Peter Solari (Head of Art)



5 people you’d love to have round for dinner:

Matt Groening 
• Quentin Tarantino
• Nelson Mandela
• Barack Obama
• Tony Blair

4 books and films you’ll never forget:
• Kick Ass
• Batman 
• Custer’s Gold
• Berlin Noir
3 foods you’d have for your last meal:
• Cauliflower cheese
• Rice pudding 
• Estrella Damm

5,4,3,2,1: Mr Wotton 

Poetry Club 6th Form Society

2 places you’d love to visit:
• San Francisco
• Grand Canyon

1 day you’ll never forget:
My weddding day

Water
By Ethan Bernard

As the rain lashed down on the ocean,
Havoc was covered.

Arrived in the empty sea,
time was paused.

The body was hollow,
naked and bare.

Reaching out to pierce the rockes,
Who was there?

As the body was moulded,
rain formed its shape.

Walking on water,
trying to trace.

Who knows what?
Who knows where?

All we knew,
is that the rainman was there.

The winds deathly cry called out a message to be
heard by many,

It was encrypted to be heard by any.
Patience, patience it will not hurt you,
remember my companion it is a virtue.

So as the fog settled in and the tide settled out,
rainman went for a little stroll about. 6th form majority vote for the legalisation of drugs

Last week’s Sixth Form Society debated whether 
or not ‘drugs should be legalised’. We had another 
excellent turnout. 

Sam Cook led the debate with an excellent 
presentation

Argumemts

The government could 
make large profits which 
could be funnelled into 
Health and Education.

Smoking and alcohol 
are legal and they cause 
more deaths than illegal 
drugs.

Many of the negative 
effects of illegal 
drugs are caused by 
impuritites, which are a 
result of manufacturing 
illegal product.

Legalising drugs tells 
younger children it is 
okay to take drugs.

Many of the illegal drugs 
are highly addictive, 
making drugs legal makes 
it easier for many people 
to become addicts

For Against



A2 students have recently been assessed in the 
progress of their Personal Studies. Amy Waite has 
been investigating abstract themes in photography 
looking closely at the work of Aaron Siskind 
and Bridget Riley. Sarah Benham’s study is about 
portraiture. In her work she has been interested in 
Paul Strand and Lisa Sarfati.

PHOTOGRAPHY



This half term we’ve held an individual tournament, 
an inter-house tournament and we’ve competed 
at the ARK Tournament held at Evelyn Grace 
Academy.

Individual tournaments: Years 7, 8 & 9.
The individual tournaments were held in early 
October and Nemr Chaer and Emmanuael Brefo 
walked away with the plaudits. The top three 
finishers in each year group were invited to 
represent the school in the ARK tournament.

Interhouse tournament: Year 7.
The interhouse tournament started with Turner 
beating Turing, thanks to some great wins from 
Nemr, Andrew, Khyreiss and Jamal. In the other 
semi-final match, Brunel drew with Dickens. A 
playoff was hastily arranged and Brunel narrowly 
edged out Dickens to advance to the final. The 3rd 
place play-off match was won by Dickens.

In a competitive and incredibly close final, Brunel 
took the trophy by a single point! Congratulations 
to the Brunel team: Connor, Nassim, Alfie and 
Kenny.

ARK Tournament: Years 7, 8 & 9
It was our first time entering the inter ARK 
tournament and the team applied themselves 
admirably. Emmanuel Brefo was our star player 
on the day and took 9th place overall, with Daniel 
Edgely coming in 2nd for us in 30th position. 
Overall 8 ARK schools were represented at the 
event. 

Year 7 Table Tennis Results ARK Table Tennis Championships

PE: Table Tennis Bulletin

Year 7:
Incredibly close final – Brunel beat Turner BY ONE 
POINT!!! 

Winners: Brunel
Runners up: Turner
3rd: Dickens
4th: Turing

Thank to those who took part:

Nemr, Khyreiss, Andrew, Jamal.
Conor, Nassim, Alfie, Kenny
Justin, Troy, Nikolaus, James G
Simon & Ibrahim

The APA table tennis team performed well at their 
first ARK table tennis championships. 

Emmanuel Brefo was our outstanding performer 
and came 9th out of 70. Photo attached if you want 
to use it.

APA players were:

Yr 7: Khyreiss Davis
Yr 8: Emmanuel Brefo, Daniel Edgely, Adam Gordon
Yr 9: Ibrahim Ahmed, Brandon Pope



KS3 Book Club! 

 

When — Every Monday after school from 

3.10 –4.00!

 Where — In the Library!

 

Starts — Monday 11th November 2013!

 

Read individually and as part of a group

 Discuss your favourite novels

 Write book reviews

    Speak to Miss Sparrowhawk if you are interested in taking part.


