
Message From the Principal

Author of the Week: Charles Dickens
Charles Dickens was born in 
Portsmouth on 7th February 
1812.
His father was imprisoned for 
bad debt in 1824 and Charles 
was forced to find work in a 
factory where, for three years 
he endured long hours and 
harsh conditions; a time in his 

life never to be forgotten.
He began his writing career as a journalist and 
cartoonist, publishing Sketches by Boz in 1836. In 
the same month came The Pickwick Papers and 
from then on Charles’ success was guaranteed.
Charles Dickens wrote over 35 novels, using his pen 
as a voice to highlight the appalling and unjust social 
conditions suffered by the poor in Victorian society.
His books have never been out of print and at least 
200 have been adapted for

both cinema and television.
Charles Dickens was married and had ten children.
He died in 1870 and is buried in Westminster 
Abbey.

Dear Students,
On Monday night the staff and I had the pleasure of 
watching a group of very talented students perform 
in the Shakespeare’s School Festival. Directed by 
Ms Chaudhry and Ms Hollis the students gave an 
emotionally charged performance of Macbeth. 
The production was extremely well staged and 
portrayed the ‘Scottish Play’ with great pathos and  
humour.  Whilst the festival was not a competition 
as such, we definitely gave the best performance of 
the night!
It is always great to showcase talent in the arts 
subjects and to this end we are going to have an 
‘APA’s got talent show’ before we break up for 
Christmas. This will take place on December the 
18th in the afternoon and I am sure will be a very 
exciting event. The sixth form will being running 
auditions, which will take place on 3-5 December 
and more details will be available next week so get 
practicing!
Have a lovely weekend and wrap up warm.
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DICKENS: 
Ms Chaudhry 

Drama news:

The following pupils should be commended for 
their outstanding performance of Macbeth at the 
Shakespeare School’s festival:
Robbie Ryan
Thomas Ryan
Hayfa Awshan
Elizabeth Turner
Chelsea Brackley
Amy Pearce 
Blehony Gnabroux
Sarah Greene 
Moesha Francis 

Erica Nuamah
Maia Drummond
Becky Ifayomi
Batool Navqi
Bethany Lennox

Well done!  It has been a pleasure working with you; 
I am so proud of you all!!

Dickens News:

Dickens House attendance was 94.26% last week; 
which is just below the school’s target so we need 
to improve!!

The winning tutor group was Ms Sinnot’s form with 
94.19%; a massive well done to you all!

If you are interested in taking part or helping to 
organise the Dickens Panto then please come to a 
meeting on Monday 18th November in B05!!

Message From the Heads of House
BRUNEL: Mr Glyn

Monday evening saw the Shakespeare’s Schools’ 
Festival, where Ms Chaudhry and the students 
put on a superb production of Macbeth. It really 
was a pleasure to see the students performing to 
such a high standard and all students and staff who 
attended enjoyed a very entertaining evening. I 
would like to say a big well done to all the students, 
but I must mention our Brunel students: Maia 
Drummond, Amy Pearce, Moesha Francis, Becky 
Ifayomi, and Elizabeth Turner.

Monday was of course Remembrance Day where 
we held a two minute silence at 11.00, after the 
Assembly by Mr Watton. Remembrance Day is 
when we commemorate the members of our armed 
forces. It is observed on November 11 as a way 
to remember and honour the ending of World 

War I. However, it is seen by many as a way of 
remembering all those who have died in conflicts 
around the globe. I have enclosed a moving poem by 
Mary Elizabeth Frye which I have used at Assemblies 
to help us remember and reflect.

DO NOT STAND AT MY GRAVE AND WEEP.

Do not stand at my grave and weep,
I am not there; I do not sleep.
I am a thousand winds that blow,
I am the diamond glints on snow,
I am the sunlight on ripened grain,
I am the gentle autumn rain.
When you awaken in the morning’s hush
I am the swift uplifting rush
Of quiet birds in circled flight.
I am the soft stars that shine at night.
Do not stand at my grave and cry,
I am not there; I did not die.

Mary Elizabeth Frye

Have a good weekend.



Message From the Heads of House
TURING: 
Ms Brimacombe 

Huge congratulations to Erica, Batool, Sarah and 
Bethany for their excellent performances and 
technical expertise in the Shakespeare Schools 
Festival performance of Macbeth. For those of you 
that supported these girls, you will already know, 
but for those of you that were unable to make it, 
they were absolutely fantastic!!

Also, congratulations to Hasti, Alexina and Theo for 
excellent contributions to the Wandsworth Anti 
bullying Launch. All three spoke eloquently with 
clear arguments. Well done.

Finally, congratulations to you all for winning the 
weekly attendance award again this week! At 95.71% 
we just pipped Turner to the post. Keep up the 
good work, especially Miss Fennell’s tutor group 
achieving 97.55%!

I look forward to another excellent week from 
Turing House!

TURNER:
Mr Richards

For those of you that saw the performances at 
the Shakespeare School Festival on Monday, you 
will have seen that APA put on the finest of the 
night. Please congratulate all those that took part, 
especially Blehony Gnabroux of Turner House. I 
look forward to seeing more talent being showcased 
as we get closer to Christmas. 

We also saw Mr Collins’ tutor group take the House 
Assembly this week, which was incredibly well 
organised and presented. Well done to the whole 
of NCO, including Mr Collins, for preparing that 
together. The Movember is incredibly important to 
many around the world, so any change you could 
spare would be much appreciated. You can find the 
buckets in the following teachers’ classrooms: Mr 
Collins, Mr Davison, Mr Watton, Mr Hayden, Miss 
Chaudhry or my own. 

Lastly, a reminder that hoodies are now banned, in 
school and on the way in to school, so make sure 
you do not have one from Monday or it will be 
confiscated at the gate until the end of term. 

The first School Council was held on Thursday and 
your House Captain, Vice Captain and Tutor Reps 
will feedback how this went in the next couple of 
weeks. If you do have concerns, complaints or ideas 
to raise, then please speak to your reps, Captain 
or Vice Captain who will then discuss these in the 
House and School Council meetings. They are your 
chance for a student voice. Have a good weekend.  



On November 8th 2013 we welcomed Mr Colin Dix of the Old Elliottonians to lay a wreath at the school 
memorial which lists ‘The Fallen’ of the two World Wars.
 
Mr Dix is a former student of Elliott School which he left in 1956, just before the move into the new 
building. That new building is now the one which is being refurbished as the home of Ark Putney Academy. 
Mr Dix and other old Elliottonians have always visited the school at the time of Remembrance and laid a 
wreath at our memorial and we as a school have joined with them to establish this act of Remembrance as 
part of our tradition.

We believe it is our duty and responsibility to remember ‘The Fallen’. We do this in the name of peace in 
the world.
 
During the Remembrance Ceremony the extract from the poem “For The Fallen” by Laurence Binyon was 
read, “The Last Post” sounded and the Ceremony closed with “Nimrod” from Elgar’s “Enigma Variations”, 
replicating what happened at the Cenotaph and at memorials across our country on Remembrance Sunday.

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.

Remembrance at Ark Putney Academy



Remembrance Ceremony 8th November 2013
The names that appear on our War Memorial are a record of the young people 
who once were students at our school and who lost their lives in both World 
Wars. 

J. ALBOROUGH
J. BAZLEY
S. CHANEY
W. DRAKE
H. HILL
A. KILN
W. MUNRO
E. POLLEY
H. RENDALL
J. ROPER
W. SMEATON
C. SPOONER
F. WANMER
G. YOUNG

A. AMES
H. BINT
J. CRAWSHAW
W. FLEET
A.G. JACKSON
C. KIRBY
A. PAUL
W. PREECE
A. RHODES
H. ROSSER
C. SMITH
C. STEVENS
G. WELLER

G. ASHBY
F. BUTCHER
T. COOPER
H. GAMBLE
H. JACKSON
W. LATHEY
J.H.E. McCOLL
H. RANSOME
W. ROBERTS
W. SHARMAN
E. SMITH
H. TIMSON
F. WILLIAMS

W. AYLES
R. CHANEY
R. DILLOWAY
C. HEDGELAND
G. KELLER
L. MARLOW
A. PINE
R. REA
F. ROLLINSON
H. SIMPSON
H. SPEARMAN
A. WALKER
R. WOOD

H.C ADKINS
A.L ALLNUT
L.T BALL
L.E BYRNE
B.A DOESER
W.F FREEMAN
I.B GRIFFITHS
F.H HARDIMAN
C.V HEADLAND
A.F HOPKINS
G.KEELER
F.G LEE
E.B MOON
V.G PRIOR
J.E ROUSE
A.W SOUTHALL

L.W.A BARNARD
R.C BARRETT
C.H CANNON
J.H CHANDLER
P.T DRISCOLL
S. FULLER
F.H HABGOOD
W.E HARWOOD
G.E HEIN
R.E IVES
F.G KEPPEL
A. MARSHALL
E.G NETTLEFOLD
S.F RASHBROOK
D St L RUMPLER
E. J SWEETING

J. BIDWELL
L.N BOWLES
B.F COLLIN
G.R COX
R.A EASTMAN
G.B GANE
H.F HALSEY
G.N HAYNES
G.A.D HENDRY
R.W.J JIGGENS
R.W KIRBY
J.C MacQUEEN
B NUTLEY
W.G REED
B.E SAUNDERS
D.G TURNER

T.F.P BOYNTON
T.D BROWN
R.H COX
A. DANSON
J.C EDWELL
A.C.G GIBBONS
M.A. HAMMOND
A.E HAYLETT
S.F HOLLOWAY
R. JUDGE
A. LEE
K. McMILLAN
A.S OMAN
J.H READING
D.R SCOTT
R.F.A YOUNG

OLD ELLIOTTONIANS WHO FELL IN THE GREAT WAR

1914 - 1918

1939 - 1945

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

THE FLAME THEY LIT DEATH SHALL NOT QUENCH IF WE BUT TEND IT



Sixth Form Debate Matter Competition
Sixth form beat Walworth Academy in Debating 
Matters competition!
Congratulations to Adeel, Joe, Sam and Yusuf who 
gave tremendous persuasive performances and 
beat Walworth Academy in the Debating Matters 
round. One judge commented, ‘they responded with 
articulated powerful arguments and gave excellent 
rebuttal’
The motions were:
“INDIVIDUALS WITH UNHEALTHY LIFESTYLES 
SHOULD RECEIVE RESTRICTED ACCESS TO 
FREE NHS TREATMENT”
Sam and Adeel were for this motion and gave a 
‘vigorously, well presented argument’.

“WE SHOULD INVEST NOW IN A LOW 
CARBON ECONOMY POWERED BY 
RENEWABLES”
A considerably harder motion to be against, Yusuf 
and Joe gave ‘convincing authoritarian arguments’.

A huge congratulations to Sam who won overall 
best debate; judges commented that Sam showed 
‘committed style and substance’- well done!
We will be hosting a Debating Matters round very 
soon, please come along; show your support, grill 
the debaters and really feel part of the school 
community. 
Ms Harvey
Head of year 12

Last Thursday a group of 4 Year 13 students went to 
Walworth Academy to take part in the first round of 
the competition “Debate Matters: This is a national 
competition aimed at encouraging young people to 
form opinions and ideas on current issues and mak-
ing them take those seriously.
The debate was split into two separate motions: 
“Individuals with unhealthy lifestyles should receive 
restricted access to free NHS treatment”, and “We 
should invest now in a low carbon economy pow-
ered by renewables”. For the first debate, our stu-
dents had to argue for the motion;  for the second, 
we had to argue against the motion. These were 
certainly not the personal stances of our students, 
which threatened to be a problem.
However, despite the difficulty that was posed, each 
and every member of our team made logical and 
eloquent arguments, and in the end, after two close 
debates, the judges decided that on balance our 
team performed more strongly. Sam Cook, in par-
ticular, was singled out for praise, winning the prize 
for the best individual performance.
Thank you very much to Miss Harvey, who super-
vised the trip, and to Walworth Academy, who were 
excellent hosts.
Roll on the next round!



Year 8, 7-a-side Wandsworth Schools’ Football 
competition on Monday 18th November at 
Southfields Academy, commencing at 3pm-5.30pm.
 
Team:
EDGLEY Daniel 
GORDON Adam
GUERTIN Alexander
TAKYI BREFO Emmanuel
GRANT, Leo
PRESCOTT Kyle
STEWART O’Shane
THOMAS FALCONER Theo
WHITE-FRANCIS Ryley
PIEDADE Teon

 ‘Be United’ Wandsworth Year 10 and 11 Football 
Tournament on Friday 22nd November 2013. It 
will run from 1pm-5pm at Southfields on the 3G 
all weather pitch, the matches will be refereed by 
Chelsea FC.
Mr Hayden

PE: Bulletin

ARK Summit Awards: Winners

NOTICE: Winter Coats

Congratulations to Ms Collins for winning the award 
for best support staff and Ms. Brimacombe for win-
ning the award for School Hero at the ARK Summit 
Awards ceremony. Well deserved!

5 people you’d love to have round for dinner:

• Stephen Fry
• Jay-Z+Beyonce
• Jimmy Carr
• Usain Bolt
• Dumbledore

4 books and films you’ll never forget:

• The Hunger Games
• One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest
• Harry Potter
• Shawshank Redemption

3 foods you’d have for your last meal:

• Roast Dinner
• Spaghetti Bolognese
• Chinese Takeaway

5,4,3,2,1: Ms McMillian Appreciates Chinese Food and Dumbledore

2 places you’d love to visit:

• Nepal
• China

1 day you’ll never forget:
My birthday 14th May (in case you were wondering) 

Ms Downey would like to inform all students that 
hoodies should not be seen in school at all. Over 
the weekend all students should ensure that they 
have a winter coat to keep them warm as next week 
is forecast to be frosty.



As you know there are a group of teachers and students who have been donating their upper lips to charity 
in order to ‘change the face’ of men’s health. They are raising money to raise awareness around issues of 
men’s health, such as testicular and prostate cancer.

Did you know?

• On average men die four years earlier than women.
• Suicide rates among men are 4x higher than women.

See if you can guess the MoBros or MoSistas in the pictures below.
Winning teams to be announced…
Remember to give generously – buckets are going round!


