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Message from the Principal
I would like to congratulate everyone this term on all our hard work in
trying to get back to normal school. It has been great to see not only
students in lessons working hard but also engaging in extra-curricular
activities and school trips. One of the highlights for me has been the
huge take-up of the MFL clubs in Russian and Japanese, which
apparently has a waiting list to get into. It has also been lovely to see so
many people sign up for sports clubs and hear that we are starting to
play fixtures in our brand new mini-bus. After we return from half term
year 11 and 13 will start their first set of mock exams and whilst it does
Ms Downey
not affect everyone it is a timely reminder that checking what we have
learnt by mocks or shorter tests is important. Towards the end of next term all year groups will
have a chance to demonstrate this whether is it is in the form of a Big Write, mini assessment or
diagnostic test on the chromebook. Therefore it is important to rise to the challenge next half term
and make the most of each lesson to be able to show how much progress you have made in the last
term of 2021.

Year 7 Trip to the Globe Theatre
Year 7 visited The Globe Theatre
to watch A Midsummer Night's
Dream.

It

was

experience for

a

wonderful

the students to

take part in and widen their
understanding of the play. The
weather was perfect too!

C&E briefing and SMILE exhibition

The SMILE-ing Boys Project was created as a direct
response to the rise in youth crime and investigates
the lack of mental health provisions for black
youths. The artist responsible for the project, Kay
Rufai seeks to encourage young black boys to tap into
their vulnerable side, to acknowledge mental health
and the concept of happiness, through a series of
workshops over an 8 month period. The project
involved research trips to Scandinavia (Denmark,
Sweden, Norway) and Bhutan (for its measure of
Gross National Happiness instead of GDP), to explore
the factors that contribute towards enabling these
countries to rank amongst the top 10 happiest
countries in the world consistently for the past
decade. This ongoing ethnographic research
uncovered eight main factors responsible for the high
happiness ranking average of the citizens in these
Scandinavian countries. These factors were then used
to design a series of photography, poetry and
discussion based art workshops with 30 students,
including some from Ark Putney Academy. You can
see our students at the final exhibition at the Oxo
Tower from now until October 25th 2021.

Sapphire Rodriquez

An immerse essay writing competition found on an Instagram ad by Miss McCormack,
required students to write an essay on a topic of the student’s choosing. APA student
Sapphire Rodriguez in Year 9 took part, answering the question ‘Is stealing a loaf of
bread to feed a starving family a crime?’
According to Miss McCormack, Sapphire wrote a thought-provoking, persuasive essay
that changed her opinion after she read it. Whilst taking part in this competition, she
demonstrated independence, commitment, and excellent writing skills which aided her
in completing the winning essay. It took Sapphire 8 days to write the essay and with no
research at all - accumulating her ideas solely through her own thoughts on the topic,
showing great self-determination. Sapphire is one out of the ten winners from around
the world and will spend two weeks at Oxford or Cambridge university next summer
where she will be attending 40 hours of lectures, formal dinners, receiving mentoring
and more. She’s looking forward to spending time in the libraries at Oxbridge and is
hoping to meet a range of different people.
Sapphire was driven by her strong passion for music, motivated by her future goal of
producing music and being a singer. Sapphire stated that this win was entirely
unexpected for her, she is very proud of herself for achieving this and is looking to
participate in more competitions. She encourages other young people to participate in
competitions like this as there is a chance of winning and there is no harm in trying. In
her opinion, it is important for young people to take part in competitions like this as it
teaches them self-discipline and will help them in the future no matter what career path
they are looking to go into. An additional piece of advice she would give to young people
that would like to take part in competitions like this is to not put pressure on yourself
and push yourself over your own limits as no matter what your capabilities are, they are
enough.
By Karina & Elena Y12

Black History Month

World Space Week

We recently celebrated World Space Week. World Space Week is an
international celebration of science and technology, and their
contribution to the betterment of the human condition. The United
Nations General Assembly declared in 1999 that World Space Week will
be held each year from October 4-10. These dates commemorate two
events:
October 4, 1957: Launch of the first human-made Earth satellite,
Sputnik 1, thus opening the way for space exploration
October 10, 1967: The signing of the Treaty on Principles Governing the
Activities of States in the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space,
including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies.

This Year’s focus was women in space, and we invited Kings College
Space Society in to speak to our Y11, 12 & 13 Physics students. We talked
about space medicine, podcasting, rocket building and much more!

Events this term
World Space Week
To celebrate World
Space Week we had
a visit from students
from Kings College
London Space
Society
Y11, 12 & 13
Physics students
had the opportunity
to take part in a
series of workshops
about space and Uni
life

House Events this term

Year 7 Spaghet

ti Tower’

Year 11 paintballing trip

Celebrating Hyunji Kim-England U16 Team

Ark Putney Sixth Form student Hyunji Kim is celebrating a double
victory in Golf following a win at National County Finals as a Surrey team
member in September, and named for England U16 team in match verses
Ireland 9-10 October.

During the National County Finals, Team Surrey – including student Hyunji
Kim – competed against five counties: Buckinghamshire, Lincolnshire,
Yorkshire, Somerset and Hertfordshire. Each day consisted of two matches
against two counties. The format of each match was two foursomes matches
(2vs2) and 3 singles matches (1vs1). After 3 tough days, Surrey was the only
county to have won 5/5 matches, which led to their first victory in 24 years! ‘I
was pleased to have contributed 4 out of 5 points for Team Surrey, and I am
truly honoured to represent England in the under16 match in October” says
Hyunji.
Ms Downey says: ‘We are all really proud of Hyunji and all she has
accomplished so far. We will be rooting for her in the match against Ireland –
she has a huge amount of potential and the fact that she has been picked up
by the England team really proves this. She truly is one to watch’

Sixth Form Events this Term!
Year 12 visit Sussex University

On a lovely summer’s day, we went down
to Brighton to visit Sussex University. The
day involved lectures that taught us about
university life and student finance. We also
went on a tour of the campus which was
an amazing opportunity.

Year 12 Induction Day

To welcome the new Year 12
we had a day of fun activities,
with the Royal Navy and The
Samaritans. Activities included
physical assault courses and
learning how to actively listen
to your peers.

Year 12 Urban Scholars Trip to Brunel
University
It was the first trip back in 18 months and it
was great to get back to campus! Urban
Scholars is a programme funded by Moodys
Investment Services – offering academically
stretching workshops and sessions around
development. This term our Y12 Urban
Scholars are working with Future Changers on
an environmental campaign for our local
community.

Media BTEC Flming Course

Starting on Thursday the 7th of October, our class studying the BTEC
Extended Diploma in Creative Digital Media Production here at Ark
Putney Academy were lucky enough to be invited to attend and
complete a Short Film Course hosted by City Academy.
Running for four weeks and sponsored by Martin & Co on behalf of the
Crystal Palace International Film Festival, students will be learning the
ins and outs of film production, looking at using cameras, sound
equipment, lighting and editing software with the end goal of creating
a short film. All entries have the chance to be screened at a
globally-recognised international film festival and win £500.
Working in teams, students have had the opportunity to engage with
industry-standard equipment, being tutored by real-world
professionals with experience on big-budget film sets. This is an
amazing opportunity for the class and all students have jumped into
the course with both feet, producing high-quality footage, and
gaining invaluable knowledge and experience in the first two weeks.
Films will wrap production on the 28th of October and we can’t wait
to see how they turn out!

From the PE Department

This year we entered three teams into the English Schools football cup competitions
based on their commitment to extra-curricular clubs last year. These teams were year 8
boys, u13 girls and u16 girls. The Year 11 team have been really impressive in everything
that they have done this season, from 25+ of them turning up to training each week to
playing some great football. In regard to results, they won in the first round of the year 11
London Schools Cup against Thames Christian School 6-1 with the following scoring:
Khalid 11EFE x2, Nana 11JJO, Yasser 11EFE, Malachi 11MLO and Shaydon 11MLO who was
also player of the game for an excellent performance. In addition, we entered two year 11
football teams in the recent Southfields 6 aside tournament where there was some
fantastic football played against some good opposition. Team 1, unfortunately lost in the
semi-finals to Graveney, they can consider themselves unlucky as they were definitely
one of the stronger teams of the tournament. On a more positive note Team 2 lost 2-1 in
the final to Ernest Bevin, despite having numerous chances to win the game and if a few
decisions went their way they would be champions. There was some fantastic
performances from Ezra 11JJO, Daniel 11KJA and special mention to Cieran 11KJA in goal
who was clam and assured throughout the tournament. There is still other cup
competitions and league fixtures to play for these teams this year but maybe next year
we will be ready to challenge for the best footballing school in the UK.
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If you would like to join a club please see the teacher in charge

This newsletter was put together by the 6th Form Marketing Team:
Alfie A: Editor
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Seb: Graphic Designer
Karina & Elena: Journalists & Marketing Managers
Mohid: Copywriter/SEO specialist

