6th Form
COURSE GUIDE

APA 6TH FORM:

Depending on your prior attainment and interests
you can choose to join the Sixth Form studying:

WELCOME

• Three or Four A levels (depending on GCSE
attainment)
• A BTEC Extended Diploma (equivalent to three

Dear students and families,

A-levels)
• A BTEC Extended Diploma (equivalent to three

I am delighted to welcome you to ARK Putney
Academy Sixth Form and to share with you the
courses we hope to run next academic year.
Choosing which courses to study in Sixth Form
can be difficult and we have produced this booklet
to help you in your decision making. As you
consider your proposed courses you should think
about:
• Whether you expect to meet the entry
requirements for your proposed course choice;
• Whether your skill-set fits well with the
required skills for your chosen course;
• Whether your proposed course choices lead to
the university or career path that you hope to
follow
• Whether you are sufficiently interested in your
chosen subjects to put in 5-7 hours of additional
work each week (per A-level) or 20 hours (per
BTEC).

A-levels) alongside one A-level
• A BTEC Extended Diploma (equivalent to three
A-levels) alongside a retake in GCSE English
and/or maths
All students are expected to secure five L9-4
passes at GCSE.. Those taking the A-level track will
need a minimum level 5 in English and Maths and to
have achieved at least L6 at GCSE in the subject(s)
they wish to study at A-level. Students looking to
progress onto the BTEC pathways are expected to
secure five L9-4 passes at GCSE and to have
achieved at least ‘Merit’ at Level 2 in the subject
they wish to continue at Level 3.
Where students are taking a subject that was not
offered at GCSE, the academy will use grades
achieved in English and Maths to benchmark
suitability and likely chances of course completion.
Particular aptitude in a subject, such as art or sport,

We pride ourselves on placing you on the right
course to maximise your future opportunities.
However, we know that each student is different
and so, before we finalise your enrolment, we will
meet with you individually to discuss your choices
and your prior attainment to give you the greatest
possible chance of success at APA Sixth Form.

will also be factored into decisions about admitting
individuals to this cohort. Following Government
Qualification Reform we will not normally enter
students for public exams during Year 12 and we
expect most students to leave APA with three Alevels.
Choosing the right courses:

Choosing the right courses:
Please see our website for details about all our
open events and tours - they give you a great
opportunity to meet with the Teaching and
Pastoral Teams.
If you are unable to attend to our Open evening
but would like to discuss course choices please
get in contact with the school on 02087883421
or a.knight@arkputneyacademy.org
Please complete the online application form on the
school’s website (www.arkputney.org) – this will
ensure that we can take your preferences into
account when blocking Sixth Form subjects.
You will be expected to attend an induction day
in June where you will meet your teachers,
confirm your subject choices and start your
summer work for your courses.
You will be required to come to the school to
formally enrol either on the day of, or on the day
following, GCSE results. This will be an
opportunity to confirm your offer and to finalise
your place.
You will begin your time at APA Sixth Form on a
three-week probationary passport. During that
time you will be able to confirm that you have
chosen the right subjects and your teachers will
assess your capabilities in your chosen subjects.
We do not expect students to change courses
after the end of the probationary period.
I very much look forward to meeting you and
receiving your application.
Yours faithfully,
Mr Alex Knight
Assistant Principal - Head of Sixth Form

APA 6TH FORM:

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
To enter: 5 GCSE's at Grade 9-4 + subject specific entry requirements (see table)

Subject

Pre-requisite

Subject

Pre-requisite

Maths

GCSE Maths - 7

Art

GCSE Art - 6

Further Maths

GCSE Maths - 7

Media

GCSE English Language
-5

Photography

GCSE Photography
or Art - 6

English Literature

GCSE English (Language
or Literature) - 6

Sociology

GCSE English Language
-5

History

GCSE History - 6

Psychology

GCSE English Language
- 5 & GCSE Maths - 5

Geography

GCSE Geography - 6

Sciences

GCSE Double Award – 6-6
(higher level only); or
GCSE Triple Award – 6;
and GCSE maths - 6

French

GCSE French - 6

Design & Technology GCSE D.T / Art - 6

Spanish

GCSE Spanish - 6

+ English or Maths GCSE Retake only

APA 6TH FORM:

BIOLOGY
ALEVEL - CLICK FOR SPEC
Would you like to know what causes cancer and
how genetic tests can be used to determine the
probability of inheriting these genetic factors?
Are you interested in finding out every organisms
one common ancestor?
Want to know how our body works as a filter to
control the quantities of substances that enter and
exit our body?

Understanding how organisms have changed over a period of
time and how adaptations have enabled them to survive within
an ecosystem
Know that changes in the DNA can alter gene expression,
which can result in conditions such as cancer

WHAT SKILLS WILL I LEARN?
•
•
•
•

How
How
How
How

to
to
to
to

collect data and evaluate it
investigate facts and use deduction
convey your point of view effectively
take responsibility for your own learning

DESTINATIONS
Health and clinical professions such as Medicine, Dentistry,

What is the importance of fat in your diet?

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
How important Biological molecules such as
Carbohydrates, Lipids and Proteins contribute
to the make up of living organisms
Understand the function of the organelles
that make up Eukaryotic and Prokaryotic cells
that help organisms to carry out the seven
life processes
How organisms use Diffusion, Osmosis and
Active transport to carry out their daily
functions
How an organisms DNA can be used to show
relationships in the Animal kingdom
The chemical processes of Photosynthesis
and Respiration and how they transfer
energy
Temperature, Water and Glucose can change
the way our body responds. Learning about
how the body controls these conditions for it
to work effectively.

Veterinary Science
Physiotherapy, Pharmacy, Optometry
Nursing
Zoology, Marine Biology, Forensic Science

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

100% Exam

3 exam papers at the
end of 2 years

Requirements: 5 passes at GCSE (9-4), with 6+
in Biology/ Combined Science and 6+ in Maths
WHICH SUBJECTS COMPLEMENT
THIS COURSE?
Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics, Psychology

APA 6TH FORM:

CHEMISTRY
A LEVEL- CLICK FOR SPEC
Why is Chemistry important?
Chemistry is sometimes called the "central science"
because it connects other sciences to each other,
such as biology, physics, geology, and
environmental science.. Chemistry helps you to
understand the world around you

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Physical Chemistry - the study of particle
theory, bonding, energetics, rates of reactions
and redox reactions
Inorganic Chemistry- periodicity and the study
of groups 2 and 7
Organic Chemistry- the use of carbon in the
synthesis of materials and substances

How to use theories, models and ideas to develop and
modify scientific explanations
How to use knowledge and understanding to pose
scientific questions, define scientific problems, present
scientific arguments and scientific ideas
How to use appropriate methodology, including ICT to
research the risks associated with hazardous
chemicals and Excel spreadsheets to record and
review data during required practicals to answer
scientific questions and solve scientific problems
How to carry out experimental and investigative
activities, including appropriate risk management, in a
range of contexts

DESTINATIONS
Health and clinical professions such as Medicine, Dentistry,
Veterinary Science
Physiotherapy, Pharmacy, Optometry
Nursing
Zoology, Marine Biology, Forensic Science

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

Physical chemistry – all of the above plus
thermodynamics, fuel cells and acids and bases.
Inorganic chemistry -trends in periods and
groups
Organic chemistry – application to the use of
carbon in industry such as drug synthesis.

WHAT SKILLS WILL I LEARN?
How to use theories, models and ideas to develop
and modify scientific explanations

100% Exams

3 exam papers at the
end of 2 years

Requirements: 5 passes at GCSE (9-4) including 6+ in
Chemistry (or double science) GCSE and 6+ in Maths
WHICH SUBJECTS COMPLEMENT
THIS COURSE?

Biology, Physics, Mathematics, Psychology

APA 6TH FORM:

DT: FASHION &
TEXTILES
A-LEVELCLICK FOR SPEC
PLEASE NOTE: This course has two possible
endorsements. Students will specialise in one of
the of the following areas:
Fashion and Textiles
Product Design

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Design and Technology in the 21st Century:
Technical principles
Designing and Making principles
Analyse and evaluate wider issues in design
and technology
Design and Make project:
Identify, investigate and outline design
possibilities
Design and make prototypes
Analyse and evaluate design outcomes,
including prototypes made by themselves and
others

Design decisions and outcomes, including
prototypes
Sustainability - Wider issues in design
Understanding of technical principles and designing
and making principles

DESTINATIONS
Fashion Industry: Designing, making, illustration,
photography
Textile Design: Knitwear, Fabrics for Fashion,
Upholstery
Product Design: Product Development, Packaging,
Advertising
Engineering

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

50

50% coursework
50% Exams

Requirements: 5 passes at GCSE (9-4)
including 6+ in Design and technology
or Art GCSE

WHAT SKILLS WILL I
LEARN?
Identify, investigate and outline design possibilities to
address needs and wants
Design and make prototypes that are fit for purpose
Analyse and evaluate

WHICH SUBJECTS COMPLEMENT
THIS COURSE?

Art and Design, Photography, Maths,
Physics, English, Geography

APA 6TH FORM:

ENGLISH
LITERATURE
A-LEVEL- CLICK FOR SPEC
The study of English Literature is pivotal in
developing both your academic and personal
skills. It will allow you to develop new ideas and
ethical standpoints.. It can be an enriching and
eye-opening journey of self-discovery. It is
recognised by all employers and Institutes for its
value

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Drama and poetry pre-1900
Shakespeare: The Tempest
Drama and poetry pre-1900: Webster’s The
Duchess of Malfi & Milton’s Paradise Lost books
9 &10
Dystopian writing: Margaret Atwood: The
Handmaid’s Tale/ George Orwell: Nineteen
Eighty-Four as well as students own wider
reading within dystopian genre
Literature post-1900: synoptic unit
Learners are required to study three literary
texts. Task 1: critical response to extract from
Jerusalem by Jez Butterworth (2009) or The
History Boys (2004), 1000 word limit
Task 2: an exploration of contrasts and
comparisons of one post 2000 drama text and
one post 1900 poetry text of students’ own
choice

WHAT SKILLS WILL I LEARN?
Informed and relevant responses to literary texts,
using appropriate terminology and concept
Coherent, accurate written expression
A detailed critical understanding in analysing the ways
in which structure, form and language shape meanings
in literary texts

DESTINATIONS
Law / Journalism, / Broadcast / Business / Media /
Marketing / Advertising / Politics / Teaching, / Public
Service

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

80% Exams
20% Coursework

Requirements: 5 passes at GCSE (9-4), with
level 6 at GCSE English Literature and
Language

WHICH SUBJECTS COMPLEMENT THIS COURSE?

Humanities (History, Geography, Art, Photography), Media
Studies, Social Sciences (Sociology, Psychology)

APA 6TH FORM:

DESTINATIONS

FINE ART
A-LEVEL- CLICK FOR SPEC

Art Foundation. A one year course that prepares
students for a wide variety of Art and Design areas
New media including Film, Special Effects, Photography,
Video, Computer art
Animation, Theatre, TV

WHAT SKILLS WILL I LEARN?

Graphics, Illustration

The recording of observations and
experiences
To use and create using new media
To relate contextual information
The ability to analyse and evaluate Images,
Objects and Artefacts

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

60% Coursework
and personal study
40% Exams Study

To explore and develop materials and ideas
To produce a personal response that realises
intentions

Requirements: 5 passes at GCSE (9-4) including
6+ in Art GCSE
WHICH SUBJECTS COMPLEMENT THIS COURSE?

Design and Technology,
Photography Media, Science, English, Psychology,
Sociology, Geography

APA 6TH FORM:

FRENCH
ALEVEL- CLICK FOR SPEC
A level French helps you explore a wide
range of topics, which will add to your
understanding of the language and
country.
Topics are:
Evolving society in France;
political and artistic culture in Frenchspeaking countries; immigration and
multiculturalism in France; the
Occupation and Resistance.
The books (or book and film) you study
may link to the topics, giving you
further insight into French culture. You
will also learn new grammar and
vocabulary and you will be able to
translate into and out of French. You will
develop your critical thinking, creativity,
independence and skills of analysis. You
will also develop skills to be able to
learn other languages.

DESTINATIONS
People with language skills and
knowledge usually have an advantage
over people without them. They stand
out as talented and successful people,
with broad and exciting horizons.
Success at A level French means you
will:
Add an extra international
dimension to your personal skills
profile which will impress people
who read your CV

Be in a stronger position to get a job in
companies with international links
Be able to work or study in a French-speaking
country in later life
Progress to study a degree in French, or French
and another subject, to further your knowledge
of the language and culture
Find it easier to learn other languages

CAREERS: Languages support careers in a range
of areas including management, business,
science and tourism.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
40% Listening,
Reading and

100% Exam

Translation paper
30% Written Paper
30% Speaking Paper

Requirements: 5 passes at GCSE (9-4),
with level 6 in French.

WHICH SUBJECTS COMPLEMENT
THIS COURSE?
Universities and employers are extremely keen to see on
applications a combination of a language with any other
subject.

APA 6TH FORM:

FURTHER
MATHS
A-LEVEL - CLICK FOR SPEC
In Further Maths you will cover all the
maths units but to a more advanced
level. To support this, in Year 12 you
will study the full Mathematics course to
ensure you have a solid mathematical
foundation before tackling the Further
Maths modules in Year 13.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?

WHAT SKILLS WILL I LEARN?
Your approach to science and your understanding of
the news will become much more quizzical and
critical
Logical thinking
Problem solving
Being methodical

DESTINATIONS
Medicine / Veterinary services / Dentistry /
Economics / Banking / Accountancy / Engineering
Further Maths is seen as one of the hardest A levels
you can study and is therefore highly sought after by

Core Pure: In the compulsory portion of the

both universities and employers.

syllabus, you will be introduced to a whole new
set of numbers based around the square root of

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

minus 1 and its applications to everything from a
mass on a spring to radioactive decay. You will
also deepen your understanding of differentiation
and integration and begin to see it at play in the

100% exams, 4 exams
at the end of Year 13

world around you.
We personalise the optional modules of the
course depending on the cohort. In previous
years we have studied Decision maths, an

Requirements: 5 passes at GCSE (9-4), with
level 7 in mathematics

essential part of computer programming, and
Further Statistics, enhancing the tools available to
you to effectively analyse the world around you

WHICH SUBJECTS COMPLEMENT THIS COURSE?

Physics, Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Business,
Geography

APA 6TH FORM:

GEOGRAPHY
A-LEVEL- CLICK FOR SPEC
Geography will excite students’ minds, challenge
perceptions and stimulate their investigative and
analytical skills. This is why it is important; it is
inherently relevant and topical and it is likely that
what you study in the classroom you will later see on
the news or elsewhere in the media. For example, you
will study about globalisation, which has been a key
feature of global economy and society in recent
decades, but also water and carbon cycles, two
major elements in the natural environment.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
‘Changing Places’ is new to A-Level and actually
cover concepts and key ideas drawn from
university courses (first year Geography BA). This
topic focuses on people's engagement with places,
their experience of them and the qualities they
ascribe to them, all of which are of fundamental
importance in their lives. Students will end the
module with an understanding of the way in which
their own lives and those of others are affected
by continuity and change in the nature of places
which are of fundamental importance in their lives.
Water and Carbon Cycles
Hot Deserts and Landscapes
Hazards
Global Systems and Governance
Changing Places
Contemporary Urban Environments
Trips: Students will also have the opportunity to
go on two trips in Year 12 (one human, one
physical) and two trips in Year 13 (one human,
one physical).

WHAT SKILLS WILL I LEARN?
Researching human and physical geography topics will
further develop your enquiry skills
Ability to synthesise information in a variety of different
ways.
Field trips in preparation for the NEA will allow you to
develop analytical skills when interpreting, explaining and
evaluating geographical theory.
Cartography, ICT and statistical skills will be utilised
throughout the course
Problem solving becomes essential improving your ability
to identify problems and to offer suggestions as to how
to combat them

DESTINATIONS
Archaeologist / Exploration Geologist / Climatologist/
Journalism / Public policy / Volcanologist / Emergency
Management / University (whatever the course, universities
love to see Geography A level as it mixes important skills for
any course)

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

80% Exams
20% Coursework
Requirements: 5 passes at GCSE (9-4), with
level 6 in Geography

WHICH SUBJECTS COMPLEMENT THIS COURSE?

History, Biology, Physics, Mathematics, Further
Mathematics, Sociology

APA 6TH FORM:

HISTORY
ALEVEL- CLICK FOR SPEC
Why is History important?
History is more than just learning about the past. It is
about understanding the world that we live in today,
our culture and values, and why things are the way
they are. At A-Level the course will cover a breadth
of topics and time periods, as well as a mixture of
national and global history – all of the topics we cover
still have significant relevance in the world today. In
addition, History will equip you with the skills needed
to be successful in any workplace; the confidence to
articulate a thought out and supported view, skills of
enquiry and reaching judgements, selection of relevant
material and the ability to write well-constructed
articles/policies/arguments.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
The American Dream, 1917-96 – Why are
American politics so controversial and
interesting? How did Civil Rights develop and
how equal is America today? This unit is highly
relevant in light of America’s controversial
leaders today!
The British Empire – How should this be viewed?
How much damage did it do both internally and
externally? Are there any elements to be proud
of? This unit will draw comparisons between
Britain’s role in the world and Europe today.
South Africa, a rainbow nation – How did
apartheid change a nation? How did South Africa
change as a result? How did apartheid shape the
South Africa we have today? This unit deals with
many of our own modern debates on racial
equality today.

Salem Witch Trials (coursework) – What made witchcraft
seem a believable reality? Why, within the space of one year,
did a town become so obsessed with and then completely
abandon the notion of witchcraft? This unit gets us thinking
about what makes us believe certain theories but not others,
and how seemingly simple actions can have a catastrophic
impact on others.

WHAT SKILLS WILL I LEARN?
Knowledge and understanding of the periods under
investigation
Higher order thinking skills, including skills of analysis,
synthesis and evaluation
Ability to marshal an argument effectively on paper
Ability to write with precision, coherence and clarity
of expression
Ability to develop synoptic judgements and to reach
substantiated conclusions

DESTINATIONS
Law / Journalism / Media / Business Management /
Politics / Civil Service, / Police / Education

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

80% Exam
20% Coursework

Requirements: 5 passes at GCSE (9-4), with level
6 in History.
WHICH SUBJECTS COMPLEMENT
THIS COURSE?

Sociology, Geography, English

APA 6TH FORM:

WHAT SKILLS WILL I LEARN?

MATHS

Your approach to science and your

A-LEVEL- CLICK FOR SPEC

Logical thinking

Do you love problem-solving?
What is the best position from which to take
a conversion in rugby?
How much should a company produce to
maximise their profit?
What is the best way to pack tennis balls in a
box and how much empty space is left?

understanding of the news will become much
more quizzical and critical
Problem solving
Being methodical
Analytical

DESTINATIONS
Medicine / Veterinary services / Dentistry / Economics
/ Banking / Accountancy / Engineering
Many employers look upon a Maths A level as a qualification

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Pure Maths: This section is two thirds of the
course. You will use complex algebra,
trigonometry, graphical and numerical
methods to solve all sorts of real world and
abstract problems.
Applied: You will study both Statistics and
Mechanics. You will understand how you
can use a small sample to draw conclusions
about the population as a whole, for
example, if a new drug is successful in 7/10
people, does that really mean it is a success.
Alongside this you will solve problems to do
with objects in motion, for example
identifying whether two aeroplanes leaving
from different points at different times will
collide or where the best place to sit on a
see-saw is.

that means you are able to understand complicated
processes.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

100% exams, all three
in Year 13, 2 Pure 1
Applied
Requirements: 5 passes at GCSE (9-4), with
level 7 in mathematics

WHICH SUBJECTS COMPLEMENT THIS COURSE?

Physics, Biology, Chemistry, Further Mathematics,
Business, Geography

APA 6TH FORM:

MEDIA
ALEVEL- A LEVEL
All information is ‘mediated’ to us through
newspapers, magazines, internet sites,
television, radio and film.
If we don’t we don’t understand how to ‘read’
the media we will never be able to understand
how that information is being CONTROLLED
and COMMUNICATED.
Media Literacy is essential in the 21st Century
We get excited, we get angry, we laugh and

WHAT SKILLS WILL I
LEARN?
Critical analysis
Research
Commercial and cultural awareness of the media and
creative industries
Teamwork
Initiation and development of creative work in
writing, audiovisual or other electronic media
Theory and practical (website builders, InDesign,
Photoshop

DESTINATIONS
Media planner/Multimedia specialist/ Programme
researcher
Broadcasting/film/video

we cry –

Public relations officer

BECAUSE OF THE MEDIA

Runner, broadcasting/film/video

We get sound bite politics –

Social media manager

BECAUSE OF THE MEDIA

Television/film/video producer

We panic about vaccines, medicines, food,
drink, health –
BECAUSE OF THE MEDIA

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

We know what music to buy, what clothes
to wear, what technology is being
produced–
BECAUSE OF THE MEDIA

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Investigating media
Creating media
Critical perspectives
Research and production

30% Coursework
70% Exam

Requirements: 5 passes at GCSE (9-4), with level
5 in English Language or Literature.
WHICH SUBJECTS
COMPLEMENT THIS COURSE?
English, Sociology, Business Studies, History

APA 6TH FORM:

PHOTOGRAPHY
A-LEVEL

WHAT SKILLS WILL I LEARN?
The recording of observations and
experiences
To use and create using new media

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

To relate contextual information
The ability to analyse and evaluate
Images, Objects and Artefacts
To explore and develop materials and
ideas
To produce a personal response that
realises intentions

60% Foundation,
coursework and
personal study
40% Exams

DESTINATIONS
Art Foundation. A one year course that
prepares students for a wide variety of Art
and Design areas

Requirements: 5 passes at GCSE (9-4) with
a 6 in Art or Photography
*students will need to purchase their own
camera once they enrol on the course

New media including Film, Special Effects,
Photography, Video, Computer art
Animation, Theatre, TV
Graphics, Illustration

WHICH SUBJECTS COMPLEMENT
THIS COURSE?

Design and Technology, Fine Art and
Media, Science, English, Psychology,
Sociology, Geography

APA 6TH FORM:

PHYSICS
ALEVEL- CLICK FOR SPEC
Physics - the study of matter, energy and their
interactions - is an international enterprise,
which plays a key role in the future progress of
humankind

How to use knowledge and understanding to pose
scientific questions, define scientific problems, present
scientific arguments and scientific ideas
How to carry out experimental and investigative
activities, including appropriate risk management, in a
range of contexts
To understand the limitations of scientific
measurement

DESTINATIONS
Physics – Physicist, Technologist, Astrophysics,

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Measurements & Errors
Particles & Radiation
Waves

Geophysics, Nuclear, Biophysics
Engineer – Civil, Structural, Electronics, Chemical,
Aerospace, Audio Robotics
Business – Management, Projects
Computing - IT management, Programming, Systems
Analysis, Cybernetics

Mechanics & Materials
Electricity

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

Further mechanics & Thermal Physics
Fields and their Consequences

100% Exams

3 exam papers at the
end of 2 years

Nuclear Physics
Option D - Turning Points in Physics

WHAT SKILLS WILL I LEARN?

Requirements: 5 passes at GCSE (9-4) including 6+
in Physics (or double science) GCSE and 6+ in
Maths

How to really, critically think
How to use theories, models and ideas to develop
and modify scientific explanations

WHICH SUBJECTS COMPLEMENT
THIS COURSE?

Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Further Maths

APA 6TH FORM:

PSYCHOLOGY
ALEVEL- CLICK FOR SPEC
What has the most influence – nature or nurture? How
is gender determined – by biological sex or by
society? Why do we conform to societal expectations
and obey figures of authority?

Schizophrenia – explore the symptoms, explanations and
treatments for schizophrenia
Aggression – explore different theories about why people
are aggressive. Consider the implications of these theories
for society – could we ‘test’ for aggression?

WHAT SKILLS WILL I LEARN?
Knowledge and understanding of relevant theories,
explanations and studies.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Social influences – Considers theories about
why we conform to societal expectations and
obey figures of authority.
Memory – Explores different types of
memory, why people forget and strategies to
improve memory.

Analysis and evaluation of approaches, issues and
debates.
Ability to weigh up relative strengths and weaknesses
and make a judgement.

DESTINATIONS
Research / Clinical, Occupational and Sport Psychologists
/ Politics, Civil Service & Police / Teaching/ Media

Attachment – Considering the impact of our
early relationships for our development and
what happens if we don’t form a secure
attachment with a caregiver.
Psychopathology – explores the symptoms,
explanations and treatments of phobias, OCD
and depression.
Biopsychology – studies the relationship
between our biology and our behaviour. We
learn about the different areas in the brain
and their impact on our functioning, what
happens after a traumatic brain injury and
how our sleep patterns are regulated.
Gender – How is gender determined? Why do
we have gender stereotypes and how
changeable are they? How do psychologists
explain gender identity disorder?

journalism / PR/marketing/advertising

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

100% Exam

3 exam papers at the
end of 2 years

Requirements: 5 passes at GCSE (9-4) including 5+ in
English Language and a 5+ in Maths GCSE

WHICH SUBJECTS COMPLEMENT THIS
COURSE?

Sociology, Geography, English, Biology, Chemistry,
Mathematics, Media

APA 6TH FORM:

WHAT SKILLS WILL I
LEARN?

SOCIOLOGY

Researching sociological topics will further develop
your enquiry skills
Ability to synthesise information in a variety of
different ways
Ability to develop analytical skills when interpreting,
explaining and evaluating sociological theory
Communication skills will be acquired by regularly
sharing research findings with the rest of the group
To make links across the themes covered in the topics

ALEVEL- CLICK HERE FOR SPEC
Sociology is the study of human social
activity, relationships, and social
structures. It is the task of sociology to
study the social problems through the
methods of scientific research and to
find solutions to them. The scientific
study of human affairs will ultimately
provide the body of knowledge and
principles that will enable us to control
the conditions of social life and improve
them.
In our increasingly diverse world, the
study of sociology gives you the skills
21st century workers need: critical and
analytical thinking, writing ability,
cultural competence, and self-awareness.
Mastering the basics of sociology
teaches you to understand the situations
of people different to you, another
advantage in this rapidly globalising
world.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
The present world is suffering from many
problems which can be solved through
scientific study of the society. Through the
course you will consider:
Education with Theory and Methods
Topics in Sociology
Families & Households
Mass Media
Crime & Deviance with Research
Methods

DESTINATIONS
•

Policy Research/Politics

•

Media/Journalism

•

Public Relations/Marketing

•

Criminology/Police

•

Civil Service

•

Social Work

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

100% Exam

3 exam papers at the
end of 2 years

Requirements: 5 9-4 passes at GCSE, including
6+ in English Language or Literature

WHICH SUBJECTS COMPLEMENT
THIS COURSE?
History, Geography, English, Media, Psychology, Business

APA 6TH FORM:

SPANISH
ALEVEL- CLICK FOR SPEC
A level Spanish helps you explore a wide
range of topics, which will add to your
understanding of the language and country.
.

WHAT WILL I
STUDY?

Topics are: evolving society in Spain; political
and artistic culture in Spanish-speaking
countries; immigration and multiculturalism in
Spain; Francoist Spain and the transition to
democracy. The books (or book and film) you
study may link to the topics, giving you further
insight into Spanish culture. You will also learn
new grammar and vocabulary and you will be
able to translate into and out of Spanish. You
will develop your critical thinking, creativity,
independence and skills of analysis. You will
also develop skills to be able to learn other
languages

WHAT SKILLS WILL I
LEARN?
People with language skills and
knowledge usually have an advantage
over people without them. They stand
out as talented and successful people,
with broad and exciting horizons.
Success at A level Spanish means you
will:
Add an extra international dimension to
your personal skills profile which will
impress people who read your CV

Be in a stronger position to get a job in
companies with international links
Be able to work or study in a Spanish-speaking
country in later life
Progress to study a degree in Spanish,
or Spanish and another subject, to further your
knowledge of the language and culture
Find it easier to learn other languages

DESTINATIONS
Languages support careers in a range of areas
including management, business, law, arts, science and
tourism.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
40% Listening,
Reading and

100% Exam

Translation paper
30% Written Paper
30% Speaking Paper

Requirements: 5 passes at GCSE (9-4),
with level 6 in Spanish.
WHICH SUBJECTS COMPLEMENT
THIS COURSE?
Universities and employers are extremely keen to see on
applications a combination of a language with any other
subject.

APA 6TH FORM:

BUSINESS
STUDIES
BTEC - LEVEL 3 NATIONAL EXTENDED
DIPLOMA (CLICK FOR SPEC)
Business students will take a critical approach to
business and economics, focusing on topics such
as building a business, business communications,
and the extent to which business and economic
activity can be ethical and sustainable.
Business students will enjoy practical work
experience and amazing networking
opportunities with top companies from a wide
range of sectors.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Exploring Business

Secure key skills that are valued highly by employees
and universities
Develop the ability to work independently and as
both a team member and team leader
Ability and confidence to take ownership of Business
assignments and deliver work to meet deadlines

DESTINATIONS
Direct career path into Business – qualifications highly
regarded by employers e.g. Accountancy, HR, and Retail
Management.
Progression into Higher Education in Business
Management as well as specialist areas such as Law, HR
Management, Marketing, Economics , Finance and
Accountancy

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

Developing a Marketing Campaign
Personal and Business Finance
Managing a Business Event
International Business

58%

58% Portfolio
Assignments
42% Exams

Principles of Management
Business Decision Making
6 Business Specialisms (choice)

WHAT SKILLS WILL I LEARN?
Secure knowledge and skills across broad areas
of Business

Requirements: 5 passes at GCSE (9-4) / BTEC
level 2 merit
WHICH SUBJECTS COMPLEMENT
THIS COURSE?

Humanities, Maths/ Statistics, English/Media

APA 6TH FORM:

CREATIVE
DIGITAL
MEDIA
PRODUCTION
BTEC - LEVEL 3 NATIONAL EXTENDED
DIPLOMA (CLICK FOR SPEC)
As a Creative Digital Media Production student you will
learn digital production skills in a variety of different
media and can choose to follow an endorsed route in
Film, Television and Radio or Interactive Publishing and
Media or Digital Games.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?

WHAT SKILLS WILL I LEARN?
A vast range of creative software and technical
skills
Learn how to film, direct, and edit
Learn how to produce a range of digital media
Respond to a client brief and manage a campaign
Cognitive problem-solving skills
Intrapersonal skills

DESTINATIONS
Direct career path into creative industry or creative
university degree:
TV/Broadcast/ Film / Media
Gaming & animation
Journalism
Computer science / Technology
TV engineering/visual camera/ sound
Communications / Marketing / Public Relations

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

Learn how to create a media campaign and respond
to a client brief/commission. Other optional
modules include:

79%

79% Coursework
41% Exams

App production
Website and other digital design
TV/Film/Radio Production

Requirements: 5 passes at GCSE (9-4) / BTEC
level 2 merit

Magazine / News Production
Animation / 2D Design
Editing and post-production techniques

WHICH SUBJECTS COMPLEMENT
THIS COURSE?

English, Media, Sociology, Psychology, Photography, Art,
Design, Fashion, History, Geography, French, Spanish

APA 6TH FORM:

SPORT &
EXERCISE
SCIENCE
BTEC - LEVEL 3 NATIONAL
EXTENDED DIPLOMA

DESTINATIONS
As well as a direct pathway into Sport and Fitness
Industry this qualification carries UCAS points and,
when taken alongside another Level 3 qualification, it
is recognised by higher education providers as meeting
admission requirements for many relevant sport science
or related courses, for example:
BSC (Hons) in Sport and Exercise Science , if taken

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Functional Anatomy
Applied Sport and Exercise Psychology
Coaching for Performance and Fitness
Biomechanics in Sport and Exercise Science

alongside A Levels in Biology and Psychology
BSC (Hons) in Biology, if taken alongside A levels in
Biology and Mathematics
BA (Hons) in Applied Sport Science, if taken alongside
an A Level in Mathematics and a BTEC in Applied
Science

Specialised Fitness Training
Physical Activity for Individual and Group-

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

based exercise

WHAT SKILLS WILL I LEARN?
Cognitive and problem-solving skills:
using critical thinking, approaching nonroutine problems applying expert and
creative solutions, using systems and
technology
Interpersonal skills: communicating,
working collaboratively, negotiating and
influencing, self-presentation
Interpersonal skills: self-management,
adaptability and resilience, selfmonitoring and development.

58%

58% external
assessments

Requirements: 5 passes at GCSE (9-4) / BTEC
level 2 merit
WHICH SUBJECTS COMPLEMENT
THIS COURSE?

Humanities, Psychology, Sociology, Biology

NOW WANT TO

APPLY?
(Please read information below)

How to apply:
To apply to Ark Putney Academy 6th Form, students must complete
and submit an online application form found on the academy’s website www.arkputneyacademy.org. The application form
will also suggest a suitable pathway of study based on predicted GCSE results, and request details of a nominated referee
for external candidates.

Please see our website for details of applications deadline and our open events

NB. The blocking of subjects for next academic year has not yet been finalised, but will take place shortly after the
applications deadline. Applications received after this date may still receive an offer, but will play no part in deciding the
subject blocks. Late applications may find that certain subject combinations are impossible, so the advice is to submit early
to avoid disappointment.

