SIXTH FORM PROSPECTUS

WE ARE AN ARK
SCHOOL
We are proud to be part of the Ark family - a
network of over 30 high-achieving schools
across London, Birmingham, Hastings and
Portsmouth. Each of us has our own unique
character and ethos but we all share the
same mission - to ensure that every child,
regardless of their background has the
opportunity to go to a good university or
into the career of their choice.
A strong focus on teaching and learning has
seen Ark get some of the best results in the
country - at primary, GCSE and A Level but we are about more than just exam
results. We want our young people to
develop far beyond the classroom which is
why we offer a range of extra-curricular
activities. Highlights include network wide
sports events, performing for packed crowds
at our annual Music Gala and Shakespeare's
Schools Festival, taking part in work
experience with some of the UK's biggest
companies and summer schools at top
universities

WELCOME

FROM THE HEAD OF SIXTH FORM
Dear students and parents,
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to Ark Putney Academy Sixth Form.
We pride ourselves on being an inclusive school-based sixth form which is
devoted to helping every student achieve their potential, regardless of social or
economic background. Our curriculum provides a suite of academic and
vocational qualifications aimed at preparing students for high quality
destinations after sixth form.
Our sixth form students are taught in small classes where they get great teaching
and intensive one-on-one support from highly skilled teachers. As a result we
are in the top 10% nationally for student progress and have great success with
Oxbridge and Russell Group university applications.
Pastorally, our core principle is to develop 'the entire student' - preparing them
for academia, employment and the wider community. We offer each student a
tailored enrichment programme which encourages positive wellbeing, academic
enrichment and community action. The pastoral curriculum engages students in
relevant social issues and current affairs to a high level. Every sixth form student
is expected to be a role model for younger students in the academy, and
leadership opportunities to develop each young person are plentiful.
I look forward to welcoming each of you in to our sixth form community.
Alex Knight
Assistant Principal - Head of Sixth Form

Our
Pathways
We offer a wide range of
subjects and ways to study.
Students can choose to study
any of the following:
Three or Four A-Levels, depending on
prior attainment at GCSE
A BTEC Extended Diploma (equivalent to
three A-levels) alongside one A-level
A BTEC Extended Diploma alongside a
retake in GCSE English and/or maths
Some students will also undertake an
independently researched Extended
Project Qualification which is equivalent
to half an A-level
To find out information about all the courses we offer,
check out our Course Guide at arkputney.org
If you are not sure which pathway is right for you, come
and see us and we can support you in your decision.

Succeeding beyond
the classroom
We believe in developing students beyond the classroom
– that’s why we offer many opportunities alongside the
formal curriculum.
We encourage students to give back to the school and wider
community. You can become a house captain, join one of our
school committees, support inter-house competitions and take
part in paired reading and tutoring for younger students.
All our students also take part in Ark network events, such as the
Ark Music Gala at the Barbican, the annual Shakespeare Schools
Festival, and other events such as debating and sporting
competitions.
In Year 12, students select either a single one year, or two sixmonth enrichment projects. Some of our options are listed below:
Amnesty International
Animation & games design
Gym
Swimming
Debating
Extended Project Qualification
First aid
Languages
Cookery

Model United Nations
Music groups
Paired reading with local
primary schools
Computing and Coding
Sports
Theatre
Hospital volunteering
Chess

Our Facilities
We have recently completed a £30 million project to
refurbish our whole school building. We finally have an
inspiring learning environment that the whole school
community can be proud of:
New dedicated sixth form area and
common room
Four-court sports hall, where students
can enjoy games from football to
badminton
Activity studio for dance, boxing, rowing
and aerobics
State of the art 3G AstroTurf pitches
New art facility on our top floor, with
stunning views across London
200 seat drama theatre
Brand new languages lab

The cultural
diversity in our sixth
form has helped me
gain an understanding
of the wider
community
Hanaa
Year 13 Student

Destinations
We believe that all of our students have the potential to go
onto university or into a career of their choice and two
thirds of students go on to a top-50 university or employer.
To achieve this we personalise support and guidance for
every student through the tutor team and through a full time
careers expert embedded in the sixth form team.

Work Experience
Every year 12 student takes part in work experience. We
offer unique opportunities to gain experience and advice
from a huge range of companies and industries. Below are
just a few examples of where our students have worked:
BBC

St George's Hospital

KPMG

Berkeley Group

Magic Circle Law Firms

Criterion Theatre

including Allen & Overy
Bank of England
Royal Courts of Justice

Deloitte
Marketing & Creative

Some of our sixth formers participate in the Danson
Foundation Oxbridge mentoring scheme, where they meet
current students from Oxford and Cambridge to gain
advice and an insight into university life. We are also part
of the Teach First Futures programme which gives
students access to; mentoring, residential university
courses (including Oxford, Cambridge & Southampton),
and competitive course support.
We work closely with Ark to develop strong relationships
with universities and our students have access to Ark’s
University and Careers Success Programme.

Financial Support
Students can apply for a number of bursaries and
scholarships to support them whilst at sixth form and as
they move on to university.
During sixth form students can apply for a Vulnerable
Bursary (up to £1200) or a Discretionary Bursary (approx.
£50 per term).

Educational Institutes
Charities and outreach

University Preparation
For students looking to go to university we have a range of
programmes that provide support and advice on the
journey to university. Support can be anything from
helping you to make your choices, to helping to write
personal statements and going on university visits.

To help pay for university, students can apply for a range
of bursaries from £3,000 for the first year, to scholarships
worth £40,000. In the past few years, 26 of our students
have been awarded bursaries.
More information and application forms will be available
at the start of term. High attaining applicants (six grade 7s
or above) can apply for a £500 entrance scholarship

Our students
We are extremely proud of all of our students and what they achieve. Every
year we have the great privilege of celebrating the results of two years hard
work and helping students prepare for the next step in their journey. Here are
just a few of our students who received top A level results and accepted places
at some of the best universities and employers in the country:

Keano achieved A*A*B
in Psychology, Sociology & Media. He is going
on to study Computer Science at the
University of Leicester.
Keano is also an Ark Bursary winner, meaning
that he will be awarded £9,000 towards his
tuition fees.
"My mum is so excited for me- I am the first in my family to go to University.
Through the Ark Bursary scheme, a third of my tuition fees will be paid- which is a
massive weight off my mind. I can hardly put into words how happy I am to
exceed my predictions by an entire grade. I couldn’t have done this without the
help and support of my teachers and my tutor who have been constantly
motivating me and inspiring me to achieve my full potential”

Khalid

achieved A*A*A

in Maths, Further Maths and
Physics. He is now studing
Economics at UCL.

Lia achieved A*A*A
in Geography, English Literature &
Psychology and is now studying
Geography at Cambridge University.

Renni achieved D*D*D
(Equiv. A*A*A in Business Studies BTEC
and is now on a Degree Apprenticeship
programme as a Project Manager with
MACE

Jon achieved D*D*D*
(Equiv. A*A*A* in Business Studies BTEC
and is now studying Business & Finance
at University of Nottingham +
scholarship winner £9,000 tuition fees

What we are looking for
We use six key principles in everything we do and we look for students who share our way
of thinking. To be a student at our sixth form you will need to demonstrate the following:

1. Effort
Each of our students has individual
targets based on their GCSE results.
Students will only achieve their targets
by working to the best of their ability. Students are
expected to demonstrate outstanding attendance,
punctuality and behaviour throughout the two
years of Sixth Form

2. Enthusiasm
We provide opportunities for
students to broaden their horizons
by engaging with topical speakers
extra-curricular activities and structured debate,
discussion and presentations. We expect students to
make the best possible use of these opportunities.

3. Independence
Students will routinely receive feedback
on their progress. We expect them to
reflect on that with their tutor and
address and identify any concerns as quickly as possible

4. Teamwork
We expect our students to support and
challenge each other academically and
to work together to help the sixth form
tand wider school community thrive.

5. Commitment
We provide our students with a high
level of career and university advice.
We expect students to commit to
researching and planning for their chosen pathway

6. Community
Each student is a leader and a role
model and we expect each one to
do something significant to make a difference to
the life of the school or the wider community
We also have an experienced Special Educational
Needs Team, who can step in to support students
who are having any difficulties.

Ready to join us?
Applying for a place at Ark Putney
Sixth Form

To get a place at Ark Putney Sixth Form, you’ll need to meet
the following criteria:
For A level and level 3 courses you’ll need 5 9-4 passes at
GCSE, preferably including English and Maths, and including
a 6 or merit in the subjects you want to study.

The school
environment
invokes innovation
and really helps us to
motivate each other
Lukasz
Year 13 Student

If you’ve never studied the subjects you want to study, we’ll
look at your English and Maths grades
If you are interested in joining our sixth form, please go
online and register your interest with us at arkputney.org

If you'd like to know more about Ark
Putney Sixth Form Academy, please get in
touch and book your tour today.
We'd love to hear from you
PAY US A VISIT
Ark Putney Academy
Pullman Gardens
London
SW15 3DG

GET IN TOUCH
Telephone: 0208 788 3421
Email: info@arkputneyacademy.org
Web: arkputney.org
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