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Message from the Principal
It has been such a roller coaster of a ride with testing in the hall, followed by a
staggered return to education after a dark winter at home. We all had to get used to
being back at school and not being in our loungewear or PJs for most of the day. The
things that had become routine for us such as lining up, arriving on time and queuing
for things had become a bit of a stretch for us! Then after Easter we had to start to
prepare for exams which was a big ask given how disrupted things had been.
However, we certainly rose to the challenge as a community with the year 13 and 11
students leading the way with their impeccable attitude to exams. Now we are at the
end of term and we have had a fantastic week together doing joyous things that have
made us smile. We have broke school records, fell into lakes, shot each other, cooked,
played sport, wrestled and jumped up and down on bouncing castles. We have sat in
the sun, performed songs in front of hundreds of people, ate hotdogs, drunk slushies
and celebrated everyone and what we have achieved and claimed back as a normal
school experience. Have a great summer and hopefully we will return to something
just as good as we have had this week.

Ms Downey

Summer Farewells!
With students completing their end of year exams, Ark Putney begins to say goodbye for the
summer holidays. We would like to congratulate everyone for continuing to show such effort,
enthusiasm and commitment towards their education despite such a challenging period. We hope
you have a safe, restful holiday and we look forward to seeing you again in September!

Newsletter produced by Alfie Astley, Year 12.
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Chromebook roll-out!
This term, APA began its roll-out of Chromebooks, free for all students for the
duration of their time at the academy! This development comes after a challenging
period of online learning, in which many students did not have access to the same
learning equipment. This programme aims to supply each student with easy access
to the resources that may be required for homework and classwork. Each
Chromebook is brand new and has been loaded with the needed protection and
software for students to complete their work safely.

Mr Knight
Starting this year, Mr Knight is the new Head of Sixth Form.
Here is what he had to say about moving to a new school:

"I studied at the University of York and graduated in 2010. I
specialise in psychology: in particular cognitive neuroscience and
studying language and memory in children with dyslexia.. I then
qualified to become a teacher, specialising in chemistry. I really
enjoy the practical nature of the sciences and understanding how
they relate to life. You need to understand the world to appreciate
it!
Moving to a new school has been a new challenge, but also very
exciting. All the staff and students have been welcoming and
friendly. Moving from another Ark school made the process overall
a lot easier as I already understood a lot of the procedures.
Working with our Oxbridge focus group specifically has been an
exciting challenge. On the downside, I've had to send a lot of
emails!
There are lots of exciting plans in the works for next year. Year 12
enrichment will begin again in September, with opportunities for
students to engage in sports, clubs and peer mentoring. There will
also be the return of guest speakers for the Sixth Form with regular
student workshops! I can't wait to see you all in September."

Student Spotlight!
Amera Badawy
Amera won the Aurum Environmental fund,
worth £50,000! She is going to study
Environmental Anthropology at the University of
Sussex.

"I burst into tears when I found out. My teachers
really advocate for me and are constantly helping
me to find and apply for opportunities to help me on
my pathway. Things have been really difficult for me
over the last few years, and so this bursary is
completely life changing. Long term I want to work
with the UN, focusing on how climate change affects
ethnic minorities and helping less able countries to
combat global warming. I can't wait to start my
journey"
Well done Amera! We are so proud of you and we
can't wait to see where you go from here!

Leyla I, Ebony R, Amin A, Nour S, Carla C

A massive well done to Leyla, Ebony, Amin and Nour who each won the Marshall Wace £9,000
bursary, and Carla who won the Marshall Wace £3,000 bursary! We wish you the very best for your
journeys into university and the wider world!
"I am extremely grateful for this and I honestly couldn't have done it without my teachers. My degree in Sociology at UCL
will take me into humanitarian aid and development work and this financial support means that an entire year of my
tuition fees is covered. Thank you so much!" ~ Leyla Ibrahim
"I am so thankful for my head of year who really pushed me to apply and supported me. This has truly given me a chance
of a better future - I'm off to study Neuroscience at Sussex University and this bursary will help support me financially so I
can volunteer with the NHS over the holidays." ~Nour Sannoufa
"One thing that really sticks in my mind about this whole process is how it has really forced me to work on my own
speaking and presenting skills. As a native Spanish speaker this was one thing I always lacked confidence in. Now I
actually feel like I am more prepared for University and I can bring these skills forward to my course 'Law with Sociology'
at Royal Holloway University." ~ Carla Chavez Salazar

Celebrations and 2021 leavers'

As the school year comes to a close, APA has said farewell to another cohort of Year 11's and
Year 13's.

Despite such a challenging year for everyone, year 11 and 13 have worked miraculously hard and
shown effort and resilience, continuing to work to the fullest to achieve their highest potentials. We
look forward to seeing year 13 on August 10th and year 11 on August 12th when they will receive their
exam results.
The sixth form welcomed our Year 11's before they said goodbye onto a series of taster days. Students
got to experience the facilities of the sixth form, and had taster lessons in which they gained firsthand experience with the lesson structure.
No matter if you are continuing your journey at APA sixth form in September, or moving on to a
college, university or into the wider world, we wish you the very best. Have a fantastic summer, rest
well and work hard!

Events this Term!

Despite a heatwave seizing the UK,
the Year 7 Girls A and B football
teams

gave

their

100%

during

training sessions! We can't wait to
see what you've got in store for us:
go girls!

On Wednesday 14th of July, we
played host to two members of
Kinetika

Bloco

performance

-

a

group!

carnival
They

introduced a group of Year 7s to
samba drumming. They got to try
their hand at some rhythms
straight from the streets of Rio de
Janeiro in a fun-filled workshop.

Our

Year

underwent

9

Urban
a

Scholars

programme

focusing on communication with
Andrew from Brunel University.
They learnt about how to be
'present', how to interact and
how to leave a lasting impression!

House Battle Day and Sports Day

Activities Day!
Students spent the day off timetable on
the 20th of July. They enjoyed several
fun activities that challenged them and
allowed them to bond with their peers
outside of the normal classroom
environment. Activities included baking,
sports, music and problem-solving!

Sports Day!
Well done to all our winners and
everyone who took part in Sports
Day 21'. Such enthusiasm was on
display, resulting in a fun day for all
and an event to remember!

House Battle Day: Summer Festival!
The 22nd of July was House Battle Day,
students (and teachers) let their
competitiveness shine through as they
sought to earn more points towards the end
of year House Cup. We ended the day with
the APA Summer Festival - we're so proud of
all our performers how showed courage and
ambition!

End of Year House Winners!

Congratulations to:

TURING

for winning the 2021 APA House Cup!

